Date of Publication: 17th February 2006

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS

	DATE OF MEETING
	15th February 2006
	From 7.00 pm to 8.35 pm


APOLOGIES:

None

IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor Terry Freer
	Leader of the Council

	Councillor James Burton
	Housing

	Councillor Robert Civil
	Economic

	Councillor Ursula Jones
	Environment and Resources

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Customer Access

	Councillor Alison Wiley
	Leisure and Community


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillors Corazzo, King and Lamb


	No members of the public were present at the meeting


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (EXECUTIVE MEMBERS):

	Councillor Terry Freer
	Non- Executive Director of Northamptonshire Heartlands PCT   


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OTHER MEMBERS):

	None
	


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OFFICERS):

	None
	


	IMPORTANT NOTE

Urgent decisions are marked as such and are effective immediately.

Other decisions will become effective after 5.00 pm on 24th February 2006 unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.


	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FUTURE OF YOUTH SERVICES IN THE COUNTY

(referred from the Monitoring and Audit Committee)



	05.RD.46


	-
	5
	


SPEAKER:

Councillor Paul Corazzo

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the comments submitted from the Monitoring and Audit Committee be noted; and


(ii)
Kettering Borough Council continues dialogue with the County Council to help inform their proposals about which services the County Council decide to retain in relation to youth services.
REASONS

The County Council have requested the Borough Council's help in determining priority areas and providing local knowledge of risk factors.

To continue to engage with the County Council to secure the maximum possible investment in youth services to support local priorities and activities.

It is in the interests of both organisations to ensure the facilities and activities at The Zone continue to support the original objectives.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

To request an increase in funding for Youth Services in Kettering Borough from the County Council.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FEES AND CHARGES

(referred from the Policy and Improvement Committee)



	05.RD.47


	A05/035
	6
	


SPEAKER:

Councillor Steve King

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the concessions policy as set out in the report be approved (see appendix A to this record of decisions);


(ii)
the medium term strategy for discretionary fees and charges as set out in the report be approved (see Appendix B to this record of decisions).

REASONS

To take into account feedback from the Task and Finish Group to the Policy and Improvement Committee.

To implement the guiding principles for where concessions on the Borough Council's Fees and Charges are required.

To adopt a medium term strategy for all of the Council's Fees and Charges.

To provide a high level of concession for people who are least likely to be able to afford the services provided by the Council and where those services were most likely to have a detrimental impact on the health and well-being of the user/public and the environment if not used.

The Concessions Policy sets out a clear approach for the application on concessions within the Council which may be further developed at a later stage and/or applied to other service areas, new or existing.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

To set the Level 2 concessionary rate for pest control and domestic refuse bulk collection at 100%.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	LOCAL AREA AGREEMENTS (LAA)



	05.RD.48


	A05/030
	9
	


SPEAKER:

Councillor Christopher Lamb

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the progress made to date on developing the LAA and the outcomes and target within it be noted;


(ii)
the matter be referred to full Council and it be 

RECOMMENDED

that the Council becomes a signatory to it for the period 2006-09, on the basis of the current proposals.

REASONS

To work in partnership with participating agencies to identify and achieve local priorities, targets and objectives

To enter into a formal agreement with government departments, brokered by GO-EM, to combine funding streams, remove artificial barriers to joint working, achieve greater freedoms and flexibilities and achieve a pump-priming grant of £1.4m and a reward grant of up to £17.7m, depending on performance against the agreed targets.

The government is aiming to establish an LAA in every part of England by 2007.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	CHANGES TO HEALTH SERVICES



	05.RD.49


	A05/033
	10
	


COUNCILLOR FREER, HAVING DECLARED A PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST IN THE ABOVE MATTER AS AN NON- EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE HEARTLANDS PCT LEFT THE MEETING ROOM AND TOOK NO PART IN THE DISCUSSION.

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
Kettering Borough Council respond to the consultations on the future of the Strategic Health Authority and the rationalisation of ambulance trusts;


(ii)
the four trust option for the future of Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) in the sub-region be supported; and


(iii)
the SHA be advised that there should be no change to the structure of the  Two Shires Ambulance Trust on the basis that its excellent level of performance can only be damaged by a merger.

REASONS

To ensure that Kettering Borough Council responds to three consultation papers issued by the NHS by the deadline of 22nd March 2006.

The Council's policy is to work in partnership with other agencies to improve health and reduce inequalities.  This policy is more likely to be achievable by working with a PCT with a manageable area, with fewer competing partners and interests.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

Three PCT trusts for the Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and Rutland area – Leicester City, rest of Leicestershire and whole of Northamptonshire.

The break-up of the current local ambulance trust and the creation of a regional Ambulance Trust to fit within or be co-terminus with government regional boundaries.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	6 STATION ROAD – DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS



	05.RD.50


	A05/034
	11
	


RESOLVED:

that the principles established in the competition brief be supported and a design competition for the site be run.

REASONS

To ensure good design proposals, given the importance of the site in terms of its potential impact on the approach to the town centre.

The physical constraints of the site presents an opportunity for an innovative and distinctive design solution that may well be missed by imposing an over-prescriptive development brief.

The use of design competitions is recommended in "By Design" (DETR 2000) as a means of ensuring a high standard of design for the development of an important site.  It also recognises that a design competition can focus public attention on the proposal.

To enable public consultation on the design competition entries.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY (EDS) FOR KETTERING BOROUGH 



	05.RD.51


	A05/032
	12
	


RESOLVED:

that the Economic Development Strategy be adopted as Council strategy.

REASONS:

The policy themes within the Economic Development Strategy and the suggested programmes for action will become Council Policy and form the basis for the economic development activities of the Authority.

The Local Development Framework process has to have regard for Council policies and strategies.

The plan making process must also have regard to the community strategy and EDS will therefore be considered by the Local Strategic Partnership Executive Board.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FUNDING OF SUNFLOWER CENTRE



	05.RD.52


	A05/036
	13
	


RESOLVED:

that a sum of £25,000 be paid as a grant towards the Northern Sunflower Centre, subject to:-


(a)
a service level agreement being established and agreed with the County Council and/or the Police; and


(b)
the retention and development of a reception centre in Kettering to deal with Kettering Borough residents.

REASONS

Domestic violence is a priority area within the Local Area Agreement (SSC2)

Domestic violence is part of one of the five key priorities in the Kettering Crime and Disorder strategy for 2005-08 - tackling violent crime including domestic violence.

The action plan for domestic violence includes an objective to "improve there service to victims by development of a multi-agency domestic abuse service with links to a domestic abuse self help group"

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FINAL BUDGET PROPOSALS



	05.RD.53


	A05/027
	14
	


RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the level of the average weekly council house rent be increased by 5% to £52.10 for 206/07 (effective from 3rd April 2006)

RECOMMENDED

that:-


(ii)
the revised General Fund Budget (2005/06) and draft General Fund Budget (2006/07) as identified in the Budget Model in Appendix I in the report be approved;


(iii)
the level of Kettering Borough Council's Council Tax for 2006/07 be

	Band
	A
	B*
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	Annual Council Tax
	£115.10
	£134.28
	£153.47
	£172.65
	£211.02
	£249.38
	£287.75
	£345.30

	Increase per week
	10p
	12p
	13p
	15p
	18p
	22p
	25p
	30p

	% increase
	4.75%
	4.75%
	4.75%
	4.75%
	4.75%
	4.75%
	4.75%
	4.75%

	* represents the average level of the household bill within the district relating purely to Kettering Borough Council's budget.



(iv)
the Capital Programme (2006-2009) as outlined in Appendix J to  the report be approved;


(v)
the draft Housing Revenue Account Estimates for 2005/06 at outlined in Appendix K to the report be approved.


APPENDIX "A"
Record of Decisions


15.2.06

Schedule of Concessions

	Standardised level of concession


	Who will receive this concession?
	What services will they receive it for?

	LEVEL 1

50% concession for services

The service user would pay 50% of the standard price of the service


	· Pensioners

· Students and juniors

· People with disabilities

People in receipt of housing / council tax benefits 

(as set out In the

schedule below (see level 2)


	Services that are important for protecting public health and the environment:

· Pest Control Services

· Bulk refuse collections

Services that promote healthier living:

· Council provided leisure services



	LEVEL 2

80% concession for services


	People in receipt of housing / council tax benefits 

· People in receipt of housing or council tax benefit such as:

· People out of work or on low income

· People with disabilities

· Single parents on low income

· Other means tested benefit


	Services that are important for protecting public health and the environment:

· Pest Control Services

· Bulk refuse collections



	NOTES:
	1. The provision of the above concessions will be based on the status of the home owner or registered  tenant of the property, not relatives, dependants, friends and neighbours

2. Proof of eligibility must be provided prior to, or at the point of, service provision.

3. In the case of domestic service users, payment for the service should be made at the time of service provision.

4. With the exception of leisure services, concessions will be restricted to 2 uses in any one financial year.

5. Pensioners between 60 and 65 may be subject to a means test to establish entitlement




Financial Impact of the proposed Concession Policy

1. The Council’s current approach to providing concessions costs the Council in the region of £50,000 in reduced income. 95% of this reduced income occurs in the areas of pest control and bulk refuse collection. It is impossible to predict the exact impact of the new Concessions Policy, but various scenarios have been assessed and it is likely that the net effect will be cost / income neutral.


APPENDIX "B"



Record of Decisions


15.2.06

SEE ATTACHED DOCUMENT.

Record of Decisions No. 1
15.2.06


