KETTERING TOWN FORUM

Meeting held – 28th November 2005 

Present: 

Councillor Corazzo (Chair), Councillors Bunday, Burton, Civil, Don, Freer, Gordon, Hales, L. Henson, Jones, Rennie, Richardson, S. Scrimshaw, Smith-Haynes, Titcombe and Tod

Mark Winspear (Deputy Chair - Kettering Chamber of Trade), 

Gilbert Davis (Neighbourhood Watch), Sybil Gregory (Ability Northants), M. Scrimshaw (Shopmobility)

Graham Soulsby ( Acting Deputy Chief Executive – Kettering Borough Council)

Steve Isbister (Head of Environmental Health – Kettering Borough Council)

Simon Richardson (Senior Planning Officer – Kettering Borough Council)

Ian White (Forum Administrator)

05.KTF.23
APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Adams, J. Henson, King, Malin, Mayhew CC, Parker and West.

James Putt (A6 Towns Forum), Inspector R. Aistrop (Kettering Police), Joan Neal (Ability Northants)

05.KTF.24
MINUTES

AGREED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Forum held on 5th September 2005 be approved and signed by the Chair.

Members received updates on the following matters:-

It was noted that the CCTV camera at the Central Rock Café was now operational.

It was noted that the Boundary Committee for England’s Final Recommendations in respect of new electoral arrangements for the Borough would be published in April 2006.

Members of the Forum had received a copy of the report submitted to the Executive and the consequent decision in respect of the re-location of the General Market.

Members were reminded to complete the questionnaire in respect of the review of the Forum currently being undertaken by a Task and Finish Group.
05.KTF.25
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



None/

05.KTF.26
ST. ANDREW’S PARTNERSHIP PRIORITY AREA

Members of the Forum were due to receive a presentation from Paul Hill representing the St. Andrew’s Partnership Priority Area. However, due to family illness, he was unable to attend, but would be present at the Forum’s next meeting in February 2006.

05.KTF.27
LICENSING ACT 2003

Members of the Forum received an update on the details of licenses granted to applicants in the Kettering Town area under the terms of the new Licensing Act 2003.

In response to questions, members of the Forum were informed as follows:

· The initial weekend had passed by without any particular change in behaviour patterns

· The effectiveness of the Act would be best judged in 6 to 12 months time

· The Act increased Police powers

· A colour coded chart containing full information would be sent out as soon as possible, giving details of the time for the last sale of alcohol at licensed premises

· Only one 24 hour licence had been issued, which was to a retail premises

· Premises could not be forced to employ doormen unless it had been made a condition of their licence as a result of (an) objection(s) being received to the application

· The Police were committed to enforcing the Act

· Individual premises had the discretion to close before the times specified in their licence

· Although agreement to the withdrawal of special offers on the purchase of drinks had been sought with premises through Pubwatch, there were no powers in the Act to prevent this from happening unless this could be directly linked to Crime and Disorder issues

· The Act applies to all licensed premises, including shops and food outlets

· A further report would be submitted to the next meeting of the Forum to review the operation of the new Act over the festive period, with the Police being present to give their views on this matter

· Members of the Council had been on patrol with the Police over the weekend period
05.KTF.28
 TOWN CENTRE MASTER PLAN


Members of the Forum received an update on town centre issues following the Borough Council’s adoption of the Town Centre Masterplan, with particular reference to the Local Development Framework, the North Northamptonshire Town Centres Roles and Relationships Study, Growth Areas Funding Bids and uptake of the Kettering Town Centre Grant Scheme.


Members of the Forum welcomed the introduction of grant aid for Town Centre properties, and were appraised of the publicity given in respect of applying. It was noted that the final dates for applications had been 31st October 2005, although should any funding remain unallocated then members of the Forum would be notified.


Additionally, members of the Forum were notified that it was hoped that there would be positive progress on the re-development of the Horsemarket/Silver Street area within the next few months.


It was requested that a report on environmental health issues at derelict properties in this area be submitted to the next meeting of the Forum.

05.KTF.29
TOWN/PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING


Members of the Forum received a verbal report in respect of progress with the review of Town/Parish Council funding currently being undertaken. The options for funding mechanisms were reported, particularly in respect of the ability for these bodies to raise their own funds.


As no written report had been received, it was requested that one could be provided for a future meeting, if appropriate, or an update provided as part of the budget consultation process to the next meeting of the Forum.


Although it was recognised that this issue did not directly relate to the Town Forum, it was noted that it was possible to create parished areas within Towns that could benefit from these funding arrangements, and therefore it was brought to the Forum to ensure that its members were kept up to date at this time.

05.KTF.30
PEDESTRIANISATION


Members of the Forum received an update in respect of pedestrianisation of the Town Centre area, with particular regard to the legalities and practicalities of implementing the scheme.It was anticipated that an Experimental Order would be introduced shortly, with a view to a mid-January start date.


It was noted that a survey report concerning the views of ‘Blue Badge’ holders had been received and was being scrutinised. Further to this, it was also noted that the area originally allocated for parking by ‘Blue Badge’ holders, had been moved to a more appropriate location adjacent to the Shopmobility premises, and this had resulted in the number of new bays for badge holders increasing from the original proposal of 6, to 9. 


In response to questions raised by members of the Forum, it was noted that:-

· There had been no change of position in respect of the provision of barriers or bollards and appropriate measures would be introduced at the appropriate time in the future

· All deliveries by Market Traders would take place in the specified hours

· Leaflets would be provided in respect of the introduction of the scheme, with the initial emphasis on education rather that enforcement

· The important role of Shopmobility in the implementation of the scheme was noted, and the potential impact on its operation would be monitored by way of regular dialogue

· Problems occurring in the implenetation of the scheme would be dealt with as they arise, but it was considered vital that implantation should be carried out on a phased basis

· A further update would be submitted to the next meeting of the Forum

05.KTF.31
TELEVISING SPORTING EVENTS IN KETTERING TOWN CENTRE


The Chair of the Forum presented a report in respect of the use of the Market Square , now that the General Market had been re-located. It was considered that the area could have several potential uses, including televising sporting or cultural events on a temporary large screen, the provision of live cultural events and events relating to the Heritage Quarter.


It was noted that the impact on local residents should be borne in mind, as well as the impact of the On Street Drinking Order. It was also considered that a cost effectiveness study should be carried out on the provision of both temporary and permanent screens. It was noted that this end of the town had recently been re-invigorated by the provision of grant-aid for improvements and the re-opening of several shops that had previously been unused.


Members of the Forum were informed that the Council’s Executive would consider suggestions for using the Market Square. In order to expedite this matter, it was



AGREED
that:-

i) The Forum asks that the Policy and Improvement Committee consider including the issue in its  Work Programme;

ii) Any ideas from members of the Forum for uses of the Market Place should be forwarded to the Forum Administrator; and

iii) The public be involved by way of media releases and an article on the Council’s website.

05.KTF.32
DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND AGENDA ITEMS


The next meeting would take place on 6th February 2006.


The following items would be on the Agenda:-



St Andrews Partnership Priority Area  - Presentation

Town Centre Master Plan



Review of Licensing issues after the Festive period


Environmental Health issues in the Town Centre (particularly squirrels and pigeons)


Pedestrianisation


Interim report on the Review of the Forum


Budget Consultation 2006/07


Draft Budget Proposals of the Borough Council (including Town/Parish Council funding)
05.KTF.33
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


There were no items of any other business.

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.50pm)

Signed________________________________

Chair
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