B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

A6 TOWNS FORUM

Meeting held: 28th September 2005

at St Mary's Primary School, Burton Latimer

Present:


Chair:
Councillor Cedwein Brown

Rothwell Town Council:
Councillor Glenda Weston


Councillor Peter Weston

Burton Latimer Town Council:
Councillor Maureen Jerram

Barton Seagrave Parish
Councillor Reg Barby

Council

Kettering Borough Council:
Councillor Maurice Bayes (also representing 


    Barton Seagrave Parish Council)


Councillor Mark Dearing (also representing


    Desborough Town Council


Councillor Christopher Groome


Councillor Ruth Groome (also representing


    Burton Latimer Town Council)


Councillor Pat Evans 


Councillor Michael Tebbutt (also representing


    Desborough Town Council)


Councillor Belinda Humfrey (also 


    representing Desborough Town Council)


Councillor Christopher Lamb (also 


    representing Burton Latimer Town Council 


    and Barton Seagrave Parish Council)

Also Present:

Clerk to Rothwell Town Council:
Carolyn Mackay

Northamptonshire Police:
Inspector Dick Aistrop

Northamptonshire County:
Ross Watts

Council (Youth Service)

Kettering Borough Council
Martin Hammond (Deputy Chief Executive)



Anne Ireson (Forum Administrator)

05.A6TF.9
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillors Margaret Talbot, Keith A'Ness, Michelle Evans, Ivan Cox, Alan Pote, David Jones and David Whyte and Carolyn Mackay (Clerk to Rothwell Town Council).

05.A6TF.10
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the A6 Towns Forum held on 22nd June 2005 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair, subject to it being noted that both GP and dentist's practices had shown an interest in opening surgeries in Barton Seagrave.

05.A6TF.11
POLICE REPORT


Inspector Dick Aistrop was welcomed to the meeting and presented the crime statistics for the Northern Police Area.


Debate was held on the following issues:-

· No visible policing in Rothwell on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights

· Underage drinking in Rothwell

· Additional  hours for the Parish Constable were requested for Barton Seagrave

· Parish Constables and the use of bicycles

· Problems with the control room and police responses to incidents in Desborough

· Business crime in Rothwell

· A serious arson attack on the nursery at Rothwell Junior School

· Proposals to combine police forces

· The possible impact of new licensing laws on anti-social behaviour


Neighbourhood Policing Teams


Inspector Aistrop informed the meeting that the government had promised that from 2008 onwards every neighbourhood would have a Neighbourhood Policing Team.  Northamptonshire Police were now working on identifying what constituted a "neighbourhood".  It was noted that any extra funding would be directed towards increasing the numbers of Police Community Support Officers who would work with designated neighbourhood officers and other agencies, for example, Local Authority Housing Offices.  The initiative was aimed at addressing issues of public dissatisfaction with local policing.  It was intended that a blueprint of the first phase would be available by April 2006, together with a broad idea of available funding.

Inspector Aistrop was thanked for his attendance

05.A6TF.12
YOUTH SERVICE PROVISION IN THE A6 TOWNS


Ross Watts of Northamptonshire County Council Youth Service team attended the meeting and gave an overview of work being undertaken in the A6 Towns.  The following initiatives were noted:-

Burton Latimer:
The Youth Service were working with BLAST and the Youth Club.  The Youth Service were also working with two core groups of young people.

Rothwell:
A youth club was held on Thursday evenings but there were problems with an older group of young people intimidating younger people.  Outreach work was also being undertaken to tackle antisocial behaviour.

Desborough:
Outreach work was being undertaken on one night per week in different locations.  The Youth Service had been unable, as yet, to identify core groups in Desborough who were causing antisocial behaviour.  The Youth Service, in partnership with the Youth Information Team, were looking at opening up premises in Desbrough to tackle the problems of young people during the daytime.

Barton Seagrave:
Cindy Wrighting was currently working with Barton Seagrave Parish Council on a project.


Other projects being undertaken were noted, particularly initiatives in partnership with Bodywise and CAN throughout the A6 Towns areas.  It was noted that approximately 1,600 young people had attended a Jam Sunday at Wicksteed Park.  The Youth Service were working hard at supporting young people in the Borough and were developing youth forums in rural areas.  There had also been two educational projects, in partnership with Kettering Borough Training, to develop life and social skills through the Directions project and also to support young people aged 16-19 to gain access to jobs with training.


It was noted that due to changed funding criteria the Youth Service could no longer undertake long-term work with young people and the maximum time was now 12 weeks.


Further discussion was held on perceived hotspots for antisocial behaviour and the Youth Service agreed to deploy outreach workers in specific locations in order to ascertain if antisocial behaviour was occurring.  Discussion was also held on sexual health matters, although it was noted that Bodywise was funded by the Health Service to provide information to young people on such issues.


Ross Watts was thanked for his attendance.

05.A6TF.13
DECRIMINALISED PARKING

A copy of a report recently considered by the Borough Council's Executive Committee was submitted for information. It was noted that intensive consultation would be undertaken, including with the A6 Towns.  However, before consultation could be commenced, there were still some issues to be resolved with the County Council.

Discussion was then held on the role of traffic wardens and generic wardens and the conditions for participation agreed by Kettering Borough Council at the meeting of the Executive Committee.

It was noted that a further meeting was due to be held with Northamptonshire County Council during the week commencing 3rd October 2005.

05.A6TF.14
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME


A briefing paper and road improvement programme was submitted for information. 


It was noted that surface noise on the A14 in Kettering had now improved, but was still evident through Rothwell.

AGREED
that 


(i)
representations be made to the Highways Agency to continue the resurfacing work on the A14 past Kettering and through Rothwell; and


(ii)
the item be carried forward to the next meeting.

05.A6TF.15
FURTHER ELECTORAL REVIEW OF KETTERING BOROUGH - UPDATE


A report was submitted which updated members of the Forum on the current situation with regard to the Boundary Committee For England's Further Electoral Review of the Borough of Kettering.

05.A6TF.16
RECYCLING CENTRE, NORTHFIELD AVENUE - UPDATE


A report was submitted which provided an update on the provision of a new Household Waste Recycling Centre for Kettering.  In principle, agreement had been reached to relocate the existing household waste facility in Cunliffe Drive to Robinson Way on the Telford Way Industrial Estate.  It was noted that the contract to manage the service would become available when the move took place.

05.A6TF.17
CYCLING STRATEGY IMPLEMENTATION


A report was submitted which informed members of the Forum of progress being made in implementing the Borough Council's Cycling Strategy. 

05.A6TF.18
FUNDING BIDS


A report was submitted which informed members of the Forum of the Borough Council's success in progressing bids for ODPM Growth Area funding.


It was noted that full bids would be worked up and submitted to the ODPM by the end of November.  Schemes in Kettering and Rothwell/Desborough were proposed and it was intended to consult with both Rothwell and Desborough Town Councils as the schemes were developed.


It was noted that the Council would be in a position in approximately two year's time to make bids for other areas, including Burton Latimer.

AGREED
that a KBC officer attend the next meeting of Rothwell Town Council.

05.A6TF.19
A6 TOWNS LICENSING ACT 2003


A report was submitted to update the Forum on the current situation with respect of the new licensing legislation.


A list of applications to vary premises' licences was noted.


During discussion, it was felt that although the new legislation made it easier to deal with premises where inappropriate behaviour or breaches in the law occurred, there was still a need to log any problems and report them to the police.  

AGREED
that more coverage be sought in the local press immediately prior to the new regime in order to keep people informed and outline their options if any problems occurred.

05.A6TF.20
NEWSROUND


It was noted that the KATS scheme now operated in the A6 Towns.  However there was a need for Steering Group representatives from these areas and town councils were asked to contact Councillor Christopher Lamb if nominations were forthcoming.


Barton Seagrave


It was noted that the Morrison's Distribution Centre was now open.  Traffic Orders in respect of weight restrictions were now urgent.  There were major concerns regarding the safety of the junction at Polwell Lane/Altendiez Way, where three accidents had occurred in the two weeks since the junction had opened.  It was felt there was insufficient signage on the approach to the new junction, and little warning of the sharp bend on Polwell Lane.


Rothwell


Discussion was held on the relocation of the cash office at Market House to the Library.  It was noted that when the new Response Centre in Rothwell opened the cash office at Market House would close.


Burton Latimer


It was noted that a contractor had now been selected for the Urban Design Study at Burton Latimer.


The precinct sweeper for the A6 towns was due to be delivered and would be deployed in all the A6 towns.

05.A6TF.21
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

· Highways Issues - NCC and Atkins
- Glendon Road, Rothwell

- Junction A14/Telford Way

- Junction Woodlands Avenue/A6

- Public Utilities

- Programme of Road Improvements

(NB it was agreed that Town Councils would inform Anne Ireson of any other locations or issues to be added to the above list)

· Potential merger of Primary Care Trusts
· Head of Environmental Care to attend the next meeting
· Police Update (including impact of new licensing laws)

05.A6TF.22
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting would take place on 7.00 pm on 30th November 2005 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.06 pm)

Signed .......................................................

Chair

AI

A6 Towns Forum No. 1
28.9.05


