
B O R O U G H   O F    K E T T E R I N G

POLICY AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 9th November 2005

Present:
Councillor L Henson (Chair)


Councillors Corazzo, Dearing, M Evans, R Grooome, J Henson, Harrison, King and Tebbutt

Also Present:
Councillors Adams, Gordon and Padwick


Six members of the public also attended the meeting.
05.PI.24
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Anderson, Don and Hollobone.

05.PI.25
SUBSTITUTES


The following substitutes were noted:-


Councillor J Henson for Councillor Hollobone


Councillor Corazzo for Councillor Don


Councillor Tebbutt for Councillor Anderson

05.PI.26
MINUTES


Recycling Pilot


Discussion was held on the imminent recycling pilot in the Havelock Street area.  Although it was considered important for the Committee to fully consider issues and results from the pilot, it was not considered necessary to reconvene the Recycling Task and Finish Group.  It was noted that a report would be submitted to the meeting of the Policy and Improvement Committee to be held on 17th January 2006.


It was proposed by Councillor King and seconded by Councillor Corazzo that the Recycling Task and Finish Group be reconvened.

(Voting: For 2; Against 5)

The motion therefore fell


It was noted that if any member became concerned about any issues arising from the pilot prior to 17th January 2006, they could request an update from officers.

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 13th September 2005 be approved and signed by the Chair.

05.PI.27
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


The following personal interests were declared:-

Councillor R Groome
Item A2 - Board member of PCT


Item A3 - Management Committee of KCUU


Item A6 - as seconder of motion to full Council.

Councillor Corazzo
Item A8 - Chair of Kettering Town Forum

Councillor Tebbutt
Item A3 - KBC representative - KBVT

Councillor J Henson
Item A3 - KBC representative - KCUU

Councillor Harrison
Item A3 - KBC representative - KBVT

Councillor Dearing
Item A3 - KBC representative - KBVT

Councillor M Evans
Item A3 - Learning and Skills Council

05.PI.28
ACCESS TO NHS DENTAL SERVICES (A2)


Gill Weale (Primary Care Development Manager - PCT) and Vicky Harrison (Consultant in Dental Public Health and Dentist) attended the meeting to give an update of the situation regarding access to NHS dental services.


It was noted that there were currently 10 dental practices in the Borough covered by 28 dentists, although not all of these were full-time.  There was also one specialist orthodontist practice.  There were currently 51,000 people in the Borough registered with an NHS dentist, representing 60% of the population.  This compared well with the national average of 48%.


Some dental practices had restricted their NHS patients to children and adult exempt but were otherwise private.  It was acknowledged that supply did not meet demand in the Borough. However, the government policy was that people should have a choice - not that everyone should have an NHS dentist.  Two practices in the area were currently accepting NHS patients.


Although dentists may remain on the NHS list, they did not have to continue to see NHS patients: they were free to choose how many NHS patients to see and in what categories.  The PCT had no power to allocate patients to NHS dentists.


One of the contributory factors to the shortage of NHS dentists was the closure of two dental schools in the country in recent years.  Another factor was that it took at least five years for a dentist to qualify.  However there were proposals to open a new dental school at Leicester University, with outreach facilities.


The Committee was appraised of new arrangements from April next year which would give PCTs full control of services in their areas.  The PCT would be working with dentists on the new Personal Dental Services Contract.  Two new practices would be opening in the Borough in the near future and dentists had already been recruited.


In response to questions raised by members, the following points were noted:-

· NHS funding was available to part-fund practice set-up capital costs

· A mapping exercise of NHS dentists in Kettering Borough had already been carried out

· The first students from the Oral Health Academies were expected to graduate in 2008

· PCT baseline budget funding will be based on historic earnings of dentists in the area from September 2004 to September 2005 with growth plus fees from practices that deregistered in the last year

· The Department of Health say that people may be able to return to NHS lists

· New arrangements will be simpler to administer, promote preventative treatment and be more attractive to dentists

In conclusion to the debate it was felt that Kettering Borough Council could help by supporting the proposals for new practices through its planning system and supporting the new dental school by offering key worker accommodation.

Gill Weale and Vicky Harrison were thanked for their attendance and informative briefing.

RESOLVED
that a further report be brought to a future meeting of the Committee detailing how Council policies will support the growth area agenda in relation to NHS dentists.

05.PI.29
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - SKILLS TRAINING AND JOB NEEDS


A report was submitted which gave information about skills, the local labour supply and qualifications of local people and which linked options for action and integration with the regional economic strategy and the Council's Community Plan.


Local initiatives were outlined and discussion held on where initiatives could be achieved through partners such as the Learning and Skills Council.  In particular members highlighted the following issues:-

· The promotion of manufacturing and engineering to both sexes

· Flexible working hours, childcare and flexible training for women returners

· Careers fairs

· Local capacity to offer training in relation to the growth area agenda

· Basic skills development

· Sports development

· The "high-tech" economy and the increasing use of staff in India and China

· The need to attract inward investment

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the information in respect of skills, the local labour supply and qualifications of local people be noted;


(ii)
the information be linked to the options for action as detailed in the report and an action plan implemented; and


(iii)
the information suply be integrated with the Regional Economic Strategy and the Council's Community Plan; and


(iv)
the bullet points listed above be taken into account.

05.PI.30
FAIRTRADE (A5)


A report was submitted which provided further information in relation to Fairtrade for consideration by the Committee.


It was noted that a question had been raised at Council in July 2005 about the Council's position in relation to Fairtrade.  Members of the Committee had considered guidance relating to sustainable purchasing, alongside a draft Statement of Procurement Policy, at the last meeting.


Councillor Linda Adams, Katherine Dobson and Carol Milner addressed the Committee on issues relating to Fairtrade.


Discussion ensued on how Kettering Borough Council could embrace Fairtrade and how it could help its neighbourhood achieve the status of a Fairtrade town.  Five goals in achieving this status were noted.   It was also noted that Rothwell had already achieved Fairtrade town status.

RESOLVED
that a task and finish group be set up with a view to reporting back to the next meeting of the Committee.

05.PI.31
MERCURY EMISSIONS - CREMATORIUM (A4)


A report was submitted which updated the committee on the guidance issued by the Department of Environment, Food and rural Affairs (DEFRA) on 10th January 2005 concerning the control of mercury emissions from crematoria.  The report outlined the proposals and s0ught policy decisions as to how this issue would be dealt with at Kettering.


RESOLVED
that the following recommendations be made to the Executive Committee:-



With regard to the uncertainty of the current situation this Council maintains as open an option as possible and that we:-


(i)
advise the enforcing authority that we intend to join the CAMEO scheme in principle subject to satisfactory formalisation of that scheme;


(ii)
as part of that scheme, we keep our options open and indicate that we may abate partially, totally or "buy" abatement from the scheme; 


(iii)
add a levy of £25 to the cremation fee specifically for mercury abatement, with effect from 1st April 2006; and


(iv)
bring a further report to the Policy and Improvement Committee once the situation is clear.

05.PI.32
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY (A6)


A report was submitted which sought the Committee's views on the Council's future approach to commemorating the Holocaust Memorial Day.


It was noted that this item had been referred from Full Council held on 19th October 2005, when debate on the following motion had been terminated as a result of a closure motion:-


"That mindful that millions of Chinese, Koreans and other nationalities died at the hands of the Japanese in the Second world War and that many peoples have more recently been the victims of genocise for example in the former Yugoslavia, Ruanda and Sudan, this Council resolves to celebrate a more inclusive Genocide Day in 2006 rather than the currently designated and more limited Holocaust Day"


An update on a discussion at a recent MAGRAH (Multi-Agency Group on Racial Attacks and Harassment) meeting was given verbally, when it had been stated that the group believed that the commemoration of Holocaust Memorial Day should remain as it currently stands.


In addition to the national view as expressed by the Home Secretary in September this year, it was noted that the international community, through the General Secretary of the United Nations, had also reaffirmed 27th January as an annual international day to commemorate the Holocaust.


Discussion was held on the annual event held in Kettering.  It was noted that each year the event had also remembered victims of other genocides and attrocities, although it was held under the banner of Holocaust Memorial Day.

RESOLVED
that there be no change to the current format of the Holocaust Memorial Day held in Kettering and that no action be taken.

O5.PI.33
KETTERING TOWN FORUM TASK AND FINISH GROUP (A8)


A report and briefing note were submitted which updated members in respect of the progress of the Kettering Town Forum Task and Finish Group and which sought views on co-options to the membership.


Progress was noted and it was

RESOLVED
that the decision as to co-options onto the group be delegated to the Task and Finish Group.

05.PI.34
PEDESTRIANISATION AND DECRIMINALISATION OF PARKING ENFORCEMENT (A7)


A verbal update on the above issues was given.  It was noted that no significant progress on decriminalisation of parking enforcement had been made as the issue was still being discussed by Northamptonshire County Council.


However, it was noted that the Executive Committee had considered a report on the Kettering Market at its meeting on 20th October, following which significant progress had been made on pedestrianisation.  It was noted that an experimental order was expected to be advertised within the next 14 days.  The order would be in force for 18 months, followed by consultation and a public inquiry if necessary.


It was also noted that the Council had been working with disabled groups and organisations in the pedestrianised area to ascertain their needs and requirements, and that it was anticipated that issues relating to direct access to the pedestrianised area had been resolved. The committee were informed of a proposal provide an addition six disabled parking bays within Wadcroft car park.


 Options in respect of enforcement were explained. In particular the abuse of Disabled Parking bays was highlighted. The committee were informed of measures, which were being proposed in advancement of the pedestrainised area coming into force.
05.PI.35
FEES AND CHARGES - TASK AND FINISH GROUP


A report and briefing paper were submitted for information.  The Chair of the Task and Finish Group gave an update on planned actions.


Officers and members were thanked for their work to date.

05.PI.36
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

RESOLVED
that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the business of the meeting on the grounds that it involves items of business which include the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by Paragraph 7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.

05.PI.37
LOCAL SEARCH FEES - LOBBYING UPDATE


A report was submitted which provided members of the Committee with an update of the progress of the working group lobbying on behalf of the authority to achieve a more customer orientated, transparent system of choice and charges in the local search fees arena.  The report also highlighted the key findings of the Office of Fair Trading report and the Council's responses to these findings.

RESOLVED
that the progress of the working group be noted and the Committee support the future work of the group in taking forward this important project for the authority.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.55 pm)
Signed ...........................................Chair
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