BOROUGH OF KETTERING

NEIGHBOURHOOD MEETING – ST ANDREW’S WARD

Meeting held – 24th May 2005  


Present:
Councillor King (Chair)




Sergeant Jim Campbell, Luisa Jepson,  Jolene Wood, 


Martin Wightman, PC Bob Britchford (Northants Police)




Verica Kecovich (Drug Action Team)




Julie Buckingham (Off The Hook)




Richard Poole and Sue Mallender (YMCA)




Jay Steventon, Leane Tate, Latoya Mabika, Aimme 



Rielly, Vanessa Williamson, Bryony Barritt, Grace Willis 


(EKTA)




Mike Sawford (Police Authority)




Councillor West and Wiley 




Kevin Hedges (Fire Service)




Paul Hill (St Andrews Project Officer)




Sarah Lister (Northants County Council)




Jon Garner (Youth Service)




Helen Cook (Police Authority)




John Nichols (Kettering Borough Council)




Sarah Goodman (Kettering Borough Council)




5 members of the public were also present

05.NM.1
INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME BY CHAIR


The Chair introduced the Police and other officers, and 


members of the public were welcomed to the meeting.

05.NM.2
QUESTIONS, ISSUES AND DISCUSSION 


A number of questions and issues were raised as follows:


Are there any plans to alleviate traffic in Regent Street in terms of parked vehicles and speeding? There are too many traffic lights in Kettering. How can an area get a speed review? 


The decriminalisation of parking will happen whereby the Council, rather than the Police, will be responsible for parking enforcement. All householders in the borough should have received a leaflet detailing these plans. The money raised from parking fines can be used to address parking problems.

  
It is known there is no effective north south route for Kettering and this is a County Council issue, which it is hoped, will be addressed.  


Speeding outside schools is also a problem. 


Speed guns are no longer used by the Police, cameras have taken their place.


The sensation of speed due to closely parked vehicles makes it seem faster due to the confines of the environment. 


Black box gadgets are used in rural areas to monitor speeding with a view to having traffic calming.  The lowest speed limit is 30 miles per hour without traffic calming. For a 20mph limit there must be traffic calming and communities need to consider the impact of calming on the area, for example, traffic queues and slowing vehicles. If an area wants 20 mph limit they need to apply for traffic calming to the County Council.


Where residents parking is in force (Lindsay Street) what can be done about vehicles parked improperly – the Police have been notified but nothing done?


The Police should initially advise that the owners of the vehicles be requested to move from the residents parking area. If they do not move the traffic warden can be asked to patrol the area.


Many vehicles are parked on double yellow lines at the top of Regent Street which makes it difficult to access Rockingham Road.


This requires parking enforcement.  


An old factory in Cobden Street was to be converted into flats, it has been left in a dangerous state and children can gain access at the rear of the premises.


Councillors King and West gave an undertaking to ascertain the current planning situation of the premises.


What is the police definition of anti social behaviour? There are youths with hoods in the alleyways kicking bins and breaking windows in the community centre. They also ride motorbikes around the area.


The Police definition is far reaching and there are 13 categories within in. The Police are keen to combat anti social behaviour but have to balance calls against operational commitments. There is a need to tackle anti social behaviour on the Partnership Priority Area – St Andrews – and address the perception of crime. Many agencies are involved in this project. 


The Zone and Keystone provide activities for young people in an attempt to divert them from anti social behaviour. It was noted that youth groups required volunteers to assist and the YMCA could help with the formation of youth groups although it could not fund running them. The need to publicise activities available was noted and Councillor King requested that any information be forwarded to him.


It was also noted that Music Workshops for young people would be available in St Andrews Ward in the near future.


A number of Anti Social behaviour Orders (ASBO) have been obtained. It is also hoped that the number of Neighbourhood Watch Schemes in the area could be increased. 


If the young people are known the Police will visit their homes, issue warnings and seize motorbikes where necessary.


There was discussion on the need for Youth Forum to enable publicity and events to be discussed further, it was suggested that Kettering Carnival could be used to encourage involvement of young people.  

Councillor Wiley gave an undertaking to ascertain the current position of the Youth Strategy. 
 


With the expansion of Kettering is the situation of the Fire Station acceptable?


Fire Stations were sited to enable access to major risks, such as factories, but the main risk to life is now from domestic fires. It is not easy to relocate a fire station and the fire service is currently assessing station positions and the use of fire engines at remote locations.


The main difficulty for fire engines attending incidents is speed humps and parked cars.


Has work been done in St Andrews Ward to tackle drug dealers?


Yes, there has been some high visibility work in the area. To tackle drugs there needs to be education, treatment and enforcement.

The Chair thanked all those present for attending the meeting.

(The meeting started at 7pm and ended at 8pm)
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