
 BOROUGH OF KETTERING

MONITORING AND AUDIT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 6th September 2005

Present:

Councillors Hales (Chair)

Councillors Anderson, Corazzo, P. Evans, J Henson, L. Henson, Pote, Tebbutt and Whyte. 

05.MA.10
APOLOGIES  AND SUBSTITUTIONS

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Hakewill and Parker for whom Councillors Anderson and L. Henson were respectively acting as substitutes.

05.MA.11
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting held on 6th July 2005 be approved and signed by the Chair. 

05.MA.12
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

05.MA.13
ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN 2005 (A1)

Members received a further updated draft of the Asset Management Plan (AMP) and the Capital Strategy that were being prepared for approval by Council at its meeting due to be held in October 2005.

In examining the AMP, members identified some sites that needed to be included in the document. A query was also raised about the status of the St Johns Road site that had been subject to legal proceedings some time ago.

Members received clarification in respect of the potential for payment of compensation by the Council  under the terms of the Landlord and Tenant Act 1954 if tenants leases were not renewed, and the possible impact on lettings if the strategy as set out in the Act was bypassed.

Some members considered that it would have been useful for additional documentation from previous AMPs to have been circulated, toi help with their deliberation on this matter. 

A glossary of terms, including a definition of the weightings of priorities in the Plan would be provided.

It was noted that the AMP was a broad strategy and did not contain comment as to viability of operational assets, or maps providing details of locations. Work was ongoing to include exact polygon entries for all land in the Council’s ownership on the Council’s Geographic Information System (GIS), although maps of individual sites could be provided on request.

Members were informed that there were details of the condition of its individual assets for all assets detailed in Appendix 12 of the AMP as per the example  included at Appendix 11.

Members made a number of detailed comments about the draft AMP which officers agreed to incorporate. 

Members also considered the 2005 Capital Strategy. An explanation of the procedure with regard to Capital Scheme Bids was provided.

Having considered the matter, it was

RESOLVED
that the Draft Asset Management Plan and Capital Strategy be endorsed subject to amendments to take into account the  comments of members of the Committee, and be commended to the Executive.

05.MA.14
LOCAL GOVERNMENT OMBUDSMAN’S ANNUAL LETTER 2004/05 (A2)

Members of the Committee received the Local Government Ombudsman’s Annual Letter in respect of complaints received against the Council in 2004/05. The letter contained the Ombudsman’s reflections on complaints received against the Council, and dealt with by his office. It also commented on the robustness of the Council’s complaints procedures and liaison arrangements with his office. Details were included of training being offered.

It was noted by members that the Council were improving procedures with regard to dealing with complaints referred to them by the Ombudsman, and that all had been dealt with within the timeframe for responses in the current year.

Members noted that details of complaints were included in the Key Performance Information Booklet submitted on a quarterly basis to the Committee, and would be continually monitored throughout they year. Members also noted that the letter would be placed on the Council’s website, and that the issue of training would be clarified.

 Having considered the letter, it was 


RESOLVED

that the content of the letter be noted;

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.07pm)

Signed________________________________________________

Chair

Monitoring and Audit No. 1
06.09.05


