Date of Publication: 9th December 2005

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS

	DATE OF MEETING
	7th December 2005
	From 7.00 pm to 8.00 pm


APOLOGIES:

None

IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor Terry Freer
	Leader of the Council

	Councillor James Burton
	Housing

	Councillor Robert Civil
	Economic

	Councillor Ursula Jones
	Environment and Resources

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Customer Access

	Councillor Alison Wiley
	Leisure and Community


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillors Lamb, Padwick and Whyte


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (EXECUTIVE MEMBERS):

	None
	


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OTHER MEMBERS):

	None
	


	IMPORTANT NOTE

Urgent decisions are marked as such and are effective immediately.

Other decisions will become effective after 5.00 pm on 16th December 2005 unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.


	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	MATTER OF URGENT BUSINESS - HOUSING STRATEGY



	05.RD.37


	-
	5
	


The above item was accepted by the Chair as an item of urgent business under Section 100B 4(b) of the Local Government Act 1972 as it represented a significant achievement that was of interest to the community.

RESOLVED:

that it be noted that the Government Office for the East Midlands had recently signed off the Council's Housing Strategy.  The Strategy was the first in Northamptonshire and the fourth in the region to be signed off.  

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	MERCURY EMISSIONS -CREMATORIUM 

	05.RD.38
	A05/025
	5


	


SPEAKERS:

Councillor David Whyte

RESOLVED:

that in view of the uncertainty of the current situation the Council maintains as open an option as possible and that :-


(i)
the enforcing authority be advised that the Council intends to joint the CAMEO scheme in principle subject to satisfactory formalisation of that scheme;


(ii)
as part of that scheme, the Council keeps its options open and indicates that it may abate partially, totally or "buy" abatement from the scheme; and


(iii)
crematorium fees be referred to the Fees and Charges Task and Finish Group for consideration.

REASONS:


Improving the local environment is a corporate priority.

Measures to address mercury abatement is a statutory duty and as the enforcing authority it was essential that the Council complies with the requirements.

It was noted that the date for notification of proposed abatement measures had now been extended to 30th June 2005.  In view of this extension, further information on levels of mercury emissions would be sought.  In addition, debate would be initiated with the Joint Planning Unit on the implications of the growth area agenda on both mercury emissions and the projected capacity requirements for cremations.  A further report would be brought back to the Committee during the first half of 2006.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME

	05.RD.39


	-
	7
	


RESOLVED:

that the Draft Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 16th December 2005 to 30th April 2006 be noted.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING



	05.RD.40


	A05/016
	8
	


SPEAKERS:

Councillor John Padwick



Councillor Christopher Lamb

RESOLVED:

that:


(i)
the results from the consultation process (including comments referred from the Rural Forum) be noted;


(ii)
for budget planning purposes, the cash level of grants to individual town and Parish Council be maintained for 2006/07) adjusted for inflation only0, and that Town and Parish Councils be informed that a  new system of funding was likely to operate from 1st April 2007 (once the budget process was complete); and


(iii)
a new system of funding for Town and Parish Councils be developed during the first half of 2006/07 and reported back to the Executive for further consideration.

REASONS:


From the consultation process it was clear that a wide range of views and options existed in relation to the current system of grants and the possible use of precepts in the short to medium term.

It was clear that as the initial consultation process had only just concluded, further work was required to devise a suitable and equitable system of Town and Parish Council Funding for the medium term.

The decision on the level of funding for 2006/07 would enable those Councils that were considering raising a local precept the time to do so.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

During the consultation process the following two options were discussed:-

· To maintain the current grant arangements.

· To operate a new grant system (to provide funding for core administrative duties only)

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	COUNCILLOR DEVELOPMENT CHARTER



	05.RD.41


	A05/028
	9
	


SPEAKERS:

Councillor David Whyte

RESOLVED:

that the Executive Committee endorse the actions taken to date by the Councillor Development Charter Group and commends them to full Council.

REASONS:


Participation in the Councillor Development Charter contributes to and provides external accreditation for the development and delivery of a comprehensive member training and support programme.  This is in accordance with the Council's corporate priority 4A3 "to develop and deliver a comprehensive member training and support programme".

The scheme also supports priority 6A to make the best use of resources by improving corporate capacity to manage change and improve performance.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	BUDGET PROCESS 2006/07



	05.RD.42


	A05/030
	10
	


RESOLVED:

that the formal budget consultation period run from the period 11th January 2006 until 1st March 2006 (as outlined in the appendix to the report).

REASONS:


To comply with the requirements of Section 4 of the Budget and Policy Framework Procedure Rules.

To outline the key committee dates for the budget process.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.
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