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KETTERING BOROUGH COUNCIL – STANDARDS SUB-COMMITTEE

30th NOVEMBER 2005

DECISION NOTICE

WHISTLEBLOWING COMPLAINT : COUNCILLOR MARK DEARING

The relevant sections of the Code are:-

(a)
Paragraph 3.3(b)

“Councillors will ….. not do anything which could be interpreted as a direction to, or pressure on, a member of staff in relation to an issue”.

(b)
Paragraph 3.5(c)

“Councillors will ….. recognise that staff are not always able to defend themselves in meetings and other public forums and therefore make any negative observations privately to the Head of Service or Deputy Chief Executive where possible.  If in exceptional circumstances that proves impossible they will ensure that any criticism of reports or actions is never personal”

There is evidence to support the conclusion that the approach that the Councillor took in a public meeting, both about the circulation of the section 106 agreement and the interpretation of the agreement, could reasonably have been interpreted as critical and personal.  The Committee believes the provisions of the Code were breached.

We do not consider that this breach in itself supports a referral to the Standards Board for England.

Recommendations

These Recommendations break down into 2 sections:

Those which fall immediately and directly from this Report: and, secondly, those which flow indirectly from it.

Direct Issues

Further training be offered to all Councillors on general Standards matters, in particular, the Member/Officer Protocol and that Councillor Dearing be expected to attend.

Indirect issues

That the Committee were dismayed by the letter and press release from Desborough Town Council and that the Chief Executive of Kettering Borough Council be asked to write to the Town Clerk of Desborough Town Council conveying the committee’s sentiments.

Signed :
………………………………………………………………..



Chair :
Julie Miller

Dated : this 30th day of November 2005
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