
KETTERING TOWN FORUM

Meeting held – 5th September 2005 

Present: 

Councillor Corazzo (Chair), Councillors Adams, Burton, Civil, Freer, Hales, J. Henson, L. Henson, Jones, King, Parker CC, Rennie, Smith-Haynes, Titcombe and West.

Gilbert Davis (Neighbourhood Watch), Sybil Gregory (Ability Northants), Eleanor Patrick (Churches Together), Graham Bale (Kettering Taxi Association), Mark Winspear (Kettering Chamber of Trade), James Putt (A6 Towns Forum)

Allen Graham (Deputy Chief Executive – Kettering Borough Council)

Graham Soulsby (Head of Finance and Corporate Development – Kettering Borough Council)

Steve Isbister (Head of Environmental Health – Kettering Borough Council)

Simon Richardson (Senior Planning Officer – Kettering Borough Council)

Ian White (Forum Administrator)

05.KTF.11
APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Beale, Gordon, Malin, Mayhew CC and Richardson.

Mick Scrimshaw (Shopmobility), Terry Coleman (Pubwatch), Inspector Dick Aistrop (Kettering Police).

05.KTF.12
MINUTES

AGREED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Forum held on 6th June 2005 be approved and signed by the Chair.

Members received updates on the following matters:-
CCTV Provision in Montagu Street was now in position and functioning, but required fine tuning.

A response from the County Council in respect of a question raised at the previous meeting regarding Private Hire vehicles gaining access via Newland Street, was circulated.

05.KTF.13
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



None.

05.KTF.14
PERIODIC ELECTORAL REVIEW

Members of the Forum received a report that notified them of the current situation with regard to the Boundary Committee for England’s (BCFE)  Further Electoral Review of the Borough of Kettering.

The Forum were informed of the content of the BCFE Draft recommendations and the response to them by the Borough Council. It was informed of consultation arrangements in respect of the Review, and of the processes for the next stage of the Review, when BCFE would submit its Final Recommendations to the Electoral Commission.

The Forum congratulated the Council’s Task and Finish Group and its supporting officers on the work that they had put in to formulating the Council’s response.

05.KTF.15
ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN

A report was submitted that informed members of the Town Forum of the Council’s new Asset Management Plan, and of the consultation arrangements for future disposal and acquisition of assets. Members received details of the acquisition and disposal criteria contained in the Plan, and were informed that the Council would consult on individual assets proposals as deemed appropriate. The Council’s Monitoring and Audit Committee and Executive Committee will consider the item before it is referred to the Council for approval in October 2005.

05.KTF.16
LICENSING ACT 2003 AND ON STREET DRINKING DESIGNATION ORDER


Members received an update regarding applications in respect of the Licensing Act 2003, and also in respect of the On Street Drinking Order for the town area of Kettering.


Members of the Forum were informed that 3 Town Centre premises had licences granted for variations currently, and that the latest times for closing were 2am. The latest variation for premises outside of the Town Centre was 1am. More applications were due to be considered. Members of the Forum would receive details of all premises that had been granted licences in the Town, along with the opening hours relating to them, at the next Forum meeting. It was noted that each application and any objections to it were treated on their own merits.


It was noted that the On Street Drinking Order was now operating and had proved effective. However, concern was expressed that some establishments that operated without Door Staff were allowing bottles and glasses to be taken off the premises. Work continued to be carried out on this issue by encouraging licensed premises to join Pubwatch. 

05.KTF.17
TOWN CENTRE MASTER PLAN


Members of the Forum received an update in respect of issues following the adoption by the Borough Council of the Town Centre Master Plan, in respect of the following issues :-

· Local Development Framework

· North Northamptonshire Town Centres Roles and Relationships Study

· Funding Bids

· Kettering Town Centre Grants Scheme

Mrs S. Bale was in attendance at the meeting and addressed the Forum in respect of her concerns regarding the impact of the current trial re-location of Kettering market, and its impact on access for emergency service vehicles, and safety in general. Although this matter was more pertinent to the next item on the agenda, it was noted that the trial was ongoing, and that a consultation was taking place in respect of it.

Members discussed the effect of the issues listed above and the Master Plan, particularly in respect of derelict and unused buildings in the Horsemarket and Ebenezer Place, and bringing them back into use. The role of the Master Plan in informing the planning process was also discussed.

Having received the update, it was


AGREED 
that:-

i) This item should be included on each agenda for the Town Forum: and

ii)
 Information in respect of the Master Plan should be updated regularly on the Council’s website.

05.KTF.18
KETTERING MARKET


Members of the Forum received a verbal update in respect of the trial re-location of Kettering Market, and were informed that the consultation had commenced with stallholders and local traders in the area. It was also intended to have a shoppers survey in respect of this issue.


It was noted that the trial period would expire shortly after the next meeting of the Forum, and it might be appropriate for a special meeting of the Forum to be held to discuss the results of the survey.


Members of the Forum discussed their own views of the success of the scheme so far, and also the most appropriate timing for the shoppers survey to be carried out. Additionally, reference was made to the increased use of the Market Place for unauthorised car parking, and the need to resolve this a s part of any final decision in relation to the Market.

05.KTF.19
DECRIMINALISED PARKING


Members of the Forum received a verbal update in respect of the situation with the introduction of decriminalised parking in Kettering. They were informed that the County Council had agreed that the scheme should go ahead in Kettering, and that the Council’s Executive would be considering a report at its meeting to be held on 21st September 2005, with regard to the type of scheme to be introduced.


Members noted the impact of the recent car parking arrangements adopted by the General Hospital on parking in the Town. It was also noted that there would be further consultation on the adoption of the preferred scheme


It was noted that the maps in respect of this issue on the County Council website were of poor quality, and this would be raised in due course.


A further report on this issue would be submitted to the November 2005 meeting of the Forum.

05.KTF.20
REVIEW OF THE TOWN FORUM


Members of the Forum received a report that requested them to examine ways in which the effectiveness of the Town Forum could be improved. Prior to considering the report, however, Councillor Freer proposed and Councillor Jones seconded that the Constitution and Terms of Reference of the Town Forum be referred to the Policy and Improvement Committee to review their effectiveness and remit, with a report being brought back through the Council’s normal channels.

(For the Motion 9 Against 0, Not Voting 5)


After the vote, members of the Forum discussed ways in which membership of the Forum, and attendance at its meetings, could be made more attractive to local organisations and individuals. A variety of views were expressed on this matter with no overall solution being proposed.

(Councillor West joined the meeting at 8.15pm)

05.KTF.21
DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND AGENDA ITEMS


The next meeting would take place on 28th November 2005.


The following items would be on the Agenda:-



Town Centre Master Plan


General Market – Survey Results (unless a special meeting is called in respect of this matter)


Decriminalised Parking


Licensing Act 2003 – List of premises and hours


Verbal Update from the Police in respect of crime in the Town Centre wards 


Televising Sporting Events in the Town Centre
05.KTF.22
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


There were no items of any other business.

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.25pm)

Signed________________________________

Chair

iw
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