
B O R O U G H   O F    K E T T E R I N G

POLICY AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 13th September 2005

Present:
Councillor L Henson (Chair)


Councillors Anderson, Corazzo, Dearing, R. Groome, Harrison, Hollobone, and King

Also Present:
        Councillor Wiley (For items A2 and A8)

05.PI.12
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Don and M Evans.

05.PI.13
SUBSITUTES


The following substitute was noted:-


Councillor Corazzo for Councillor Don.

05.PI.14
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 21st June 2005 be approved and signed by the Chair, subject to it being noted that Councillor C. Groome was acting as a substitute for Councillor R. Groome at the meeting.

05.PI.15
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


The following personal interest was declared:-

Councillor R.Groome
Item A4 (as a Member of the Primary Care Trust Management Board)

The following prejudicial interest was declared:-

Councillor Anderson
Item A2 (with reference in particular to Car Parking Fees and Charges, as the Manager of a Town Centre Business.

05.PI.16
CREMATORIUM AND MERCURY EMISSIONS (A1)

Members received a report in respect of the current situation with regard to changing the legislation governing mercury emissions from crematoria.


The financial implications of the new legislation were noted, and the options for dealing with these were reported. It was also noted that more research was in the process of being undertaken into this issue by Cameo, which was an organisation established to co-ordinate the actions of cremating authorities in respect of the matter.


Members were informed about the potential effects of mercury emissions on the population, and noted that there were no specific details available in respect of the effect on the Kettering area, as the research had been carried out on a national basis.


It was anticipated that it would not be necessary to buy new cremators to deal with the new legal requirements, and that it was likely that filtration equipment fitted to the existing cremators would ensure compliance was achieved.


It was likely that the cost of the new requirements would have to be funded by local authorities themselves.


A decision regarding this matter is required to be taken by  Local Authorities by 31st December 2005, members of the Committee were informed that a further, more detailed report would be submitted to their next meeting, so that a recommendation could be submitted to the Council’s Executive on this issue.

05.PI.17
LOCAL LAND CHARGE SEARCH FEES (A8)

Members received a verbal update in respect of progress made on the above issue by the Working Group appointed to lobby on behalf of the Council. 

The key points that were highlighted were as follows:-

· The Fee decision was identified as a government decision that could have a considerable impact on Council Tax levels – the difference between the two options is 2% on the Council Tax

· Lobbying for a transparent market where it is the customers who make the choices about the type of product that they buy and whom they buy it from

· Customers should have assurance in the product that they are buying, not relying on insurance if things go wrong


Members noted that the Group had been lobbying at the recent Local Government Association conference, and had received support from other local authorities.


It was noted that it would be helpful for individual members to canvass views from their constituents on this matter.

05.PI.18
FEES AND CHARGES (A2)


A report was submitted that provide members with an update on the work that was being undertaken on fees and charges, and which outlined initial proposals in relation to introducing a new policy for concessions, and also a medium-term strategy for car park charges.


Councillor Wiley attended for the introduction of the report, and briefly outlined from her perspective as a member of the Council’s Executive, some of the issues that the Executive would need to consider, including the anticipated financial settlement from the government for the forthcoming year. Members were asked to consider the level of costs they felt should be borne by the Council as a social cost, and what costs would be realistic for members of the public to bear. This would be examined by the Executive in terms of budgetary constraints, and within the framework of the Medium Term Financial Strategy.


(Councillors Anderson and Wiley left the meeting at 7:45pm)

Members were reminded of the guiding principles established by the Committee earlier this year in respect of the setting of fees and charges. It was noted that this report sought feedback in respect of the principles and scope of a Concessions policy and the adoption of a medium-term policy for car park charges. This would be reported to the Council’s Executive. Members noted that a more detailed report would be submitted to the next meeting of this Committee focussing on the remaining fees and charges and the application and impact of the concessions policy.


Members considered the application of a Concessions Policy in the light of the guiding principles agreed by the Council. Initially they considered the impact of concessions on the take up of individual services, particularly those for environmental health issues. However, it was noted that more detail on fees was required to ascertain the overall impact upon some key corporate priorities. Therefore, a request was made for additional information on fees and charges such as these, to be provided at the next meeting. 

Members agreed that there was a need for consistency in the way concessions were applied, but considered that there was not sufficient information provided at this stage to make a decision. They felt that they needed to be provided with more detail of the likely impact of the application of potential policies on customers. In view of this, it was 

RESOLVED
     that the Executive be informed that a Task and Finish Group should be established to examine the application of the guiding principles for where concessions on the Borough Council’s Fees and Charges are required.

Members were also requested to consider the introduction of a Medium Term Strategy for Car Park Charges. The view was expressed that a medium term strategy should be introduced for all charges, and not just those relating to car parking. This would tie in with the rest of the Council’s budget. However, it was felt that certain charges would need to be re-visited at stages throughout the period of the medium term strategy if considered necessary. It was also considered that the any level of increase would not necessarily be the same each year in a medium term strategy. Some members expressed the view that evening and weekend parking charges were not suitable.

Having considered the introduction of a medium term strategy for car park charges, members


RESOLVED
that the Executive be informed that :-

i) In accordance with Guiding Principle 3b,a medium term strategy for all of the Councils Fees and Charges should be adopted;

ii) When considering the level of car park charges, the Executive should take into account the current levels of capacity utilisation in the Councils Car Parks, and compare those levels of usage and pricing with other car parks in Kettering and surrounding towns;

iii) Consideration be given to the provision of limited free car parking (say up to 10 spaces) in car parks for a maximum period of 30 minutes, to encourage people to come into the town; and

iv) The Executive be requested to note that the impact of a heavy increase in short term parking charged might have a detrimental effect on retailers, and discourage visitors to the Town Centre.

05.PI.19
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SKILLS TRAINING AND JOB NEEDS (A4)


Members agreed to defer consideration of this report until the next meeting of the Committee.

05.PI.20
DRAFT PROCUREMENT STRATEGY 2005/06 (A3)


Members received a revised Draft Procurement Strategy, Statement of Procurement Policy and guidance on sustainable purchasing (incorporating fair trade guidance) for feedback to the Council’s Executive.


It was noted that the Chair of the Committee had requested that a separate report in respect of the Council’s policy on Fair Trade would be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee.


Members noted that the Council’s Procurement Strategy aimed to deliver the requirements of the National Procurement Strategy in a pragmatic way. The report detailed ways in which decisions would be made about sustainable purchasing options, and provided officers with guidance for making conscious decisions between social and financial costs.


The Procurement Policy would be used as a guiding principle, but not to the detriment of residents of the Borough. 



RESOLVED
that:-

i) the Committee support the Procurement Strategy as it stands with the assurance the Council would act at all times in an ethical manner, but not be tied in with purchasing options which are considered unethical; and


ii)
the Procurement Policy be used as a guiding principle but not to the extent that it becomes detrimental to services provided for, or items procured on behalf of, residents of the Borough.

05.PI.21
AREA PROFILES – PROGRESS UPDATE ON MAPPING OLDER CITIZEN’S SERVICES (A5)


Members received a report that provided a progress update on the Audit Commission’s ‘Area Profiles’ Phase 2 project for mapping services for older citizens in the Borough, and which highlighted the holding of a Members Workshop on 29th September 2005.


Members noted that there had been a slight slippage in the Audit Commissions timetable for this project.


Members noted that it would be more appropriate for representatives from other agencies to be invited to have input at a later stage, rather than attend the Members Workshop.



RESOLVED

that:-

i) The identified outcomes of a ‘Directory of Data Sources’ and a proposed ‘Strategy for Ageing’ be supported; and

ii) Details of the above be provided at the Members Workshop to be held on 29th September 2005.

05.PI.22
FURTHER ELECTORAL REVIEW OF KETTERING BOROUGH – NEXT STAGE (A6)


A report was submitted which notified members of the current situation with regard to the next stages of the Boundary Committee for England’s (BCFE) Further Electoral review of the Borough. It was noted that the BCFE would report to the Electoral Commission in respect of its final recommendations, having considered responses to its draft recommendations.


Members also noted that the Electoral Commission were undertaking a Consultation into the processes of Electoral Reviews. It was considered that it would be useful for the Periodic Electoral Review (PER) Task and Finish Group to consider this document.



RESOLVED 

that:-

i) the report be noted; and

ii) the PER Task and Finish Group meet to consider a response to the Electoral Commission’s Consultation paper regarding Electoral Reviews; and

iii) after that work is completed the work of the Group be suspended until such time as it becomes clear whether it will need to meet to consider any items arising from the final recommendations of the Review.

05.PI.23
WORK PROGRAMME (A7)

Members received and considered the current work programme for the Committee.


It was noted that the item included on the Programme in respect of NHS Dental Services, that was to be considered at the next meeting, was also being examined by the County Council’s Health Scrutiny Partnership. It was agreed that any evidence that could be obtained from this source would be beneficial to the Committee.


Members were also agreed to consider the establishment of a Task and Finish Group to examine ways in which the effectiveness of the Kettering Town Forum could be improved. It was noted that there might be implications for the Constitution and Terms of Reference of the other geographic forums, emanating from this review. 


Members requested that information on progress with recycling, and the introduction of the scheme in new areas could be considered. It was agreed that a brief progress report could be submitted to the January 2006 meeting of the Committee, and that information and education of the scheme and its implications will be communicated through a dedicated programme similar to previous phases which included a members information night.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.40 pm)

Signed ...........................................

Chair
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