Date of Publication: 23rd September 2005

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS

	DATE OF MEETING
	21st September 2005
	From 7.00 pm to 8.25 pm


APOLOGIES:

None

IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor Terry Freer
	Leader of the Council

	Councillor James Burton
	Housing

	Councillor Robert Civil
	Economic

	Councillor Ursula Jones
	Environment and Resources

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Customer Access

	Councillor Alison Wiley
	Leisure and Community


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillors Paul Corazzo, Michael Tebbutt and David Whyte


	Two members of the public were  present at the meeting


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (EXECUTIVE MEMBERS):

	Councillor Terry Freer
	Personal interest in Item 3 on the agenda (item of urgent business) as a non-executive director of the Primary Care Trust


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OTHER MEMBERS):

	None
	


	IMPORTANT NOTE

Urgent decisions are marked as such and are effective immediately.

Other decisions will become effective after 5.00 pm on 30th September 2005 unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.


	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	ITEM OF URGENT BUSINESS:

CONSULTATION ON THE PREFERRED CONFIGURATION OF PRIMARY CARE TRUSTS (PCTs) FOR THE COUNTY



	05.RD.16


	-
	3
	


This item was accepted as an item of urgent business under the provisions of Section 100B of the Local Government Act 1972 in the interests of the community and to enable the Council to add its support to that of the Kettering Partnership by the deadline of Friday, 23rd September 2005.

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
a letter be sent by the Leader of the Council to the Chief Executive Officer of Northamptonshire Heartlands Primary Care Trust endorsing the letter from the Kettering Partnership and indicating Kettering Borough Council's preference for two PCTs for the County.

REASONS


The costs and distances of travel if there was only one PCT for the county.

There was a need to provide a service that ensured patients had the best healthcare that could be provided.

To ensure that the Council indicated its preference by the deadline of Friday, 23rd September.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN



	05.RD.17
	A05/015
	5


	


SPEAKER:


Councillor David Whyte

RESOLVED:
that members endorse the draft Asset Management Plan and commend it to full Council on 19th October for final approval as part of the Council's policy framework.
REASONS:


To ensure good practice by updating the Asset Management Plan classified as "Good" by central Government in July 2003.

To take into account comments made by the Monitoring and Audit Committee.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	CAPITAL STRATEGY 2005

	05.RD.18


	A05/015
	6
	


RESOLVED:

that the Capital Strategy be endorsed and commended to full Council on 19th October 2005 for final approval as part of the Council's policy framework.

REASONS:


To ensure good practice by updating the Capital Strategy classified as "Good" by central Government in July 2003.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FEES AND CHARGES



	05.RD.19


	A04/109
	7
	


SPEAKERS:

Councillor David Whyte



Councillor Paul Corazzo

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the comments made by the Policy and Improvement Committee be noted;


(ii)
the Policy and Improvement Committee be requested to establish a task and finish group to further consider the proposed Concessions Policy (and its application) and report back as soon as their work programme allows


(iii)

(iii)
the introduction of a Medium Term Strategy for car parking charges (as detailed in Appendix "B" of the report to the Policy and Improvement Committee dated 13th September 2005) be approved, with implementation dates for new charges of January 2006 (phase 1), October 2006 (phase 2) and October 2007 (phase 3).

REASONS:


To enable the proposed Concessions Policy and its application to be fully considered by a properly constituted task and finish group prior to adoption by the Executive.

To ensure the following in relation to car parking charges:-

· to provide a sound and transparent base from which to help plan the Council's future finances with increased clarity and certainty

· to ensure maximum certainty over a specific key variable that contributes to the budget

· a three year strategy would enable a phased approach to be considered to help smooth the impact of moving to a new fee structure

To ensure that car parking charges are set in accordance with the guiding principles in the Council's Medium Term Financial Strategy.

Establishing a medium term strategy for car parking charges at this time would also help in relation to the possible introduction of a decriminalised parking regime.  This would give certainty over what Kettering Borough Council's car parking charges would be at the time of introduction.

Income generated from fees and charges would remain an important revenue stream for the Authority, as a tough financial settlement from the Government for 2006/07 was anticipated.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME



	05.RD.20


	-
	9
	


RESOLVED:

that the Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 19th September 2005 to 31st January 2006 be noted.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	TRANSIT GYPSY SITE - THE PASTURES, DESBOROUGH



	05.RD.21


	A05/013
	10
	


SPEAKER:

Councillor Michael Tebbutt

RESOLVED

that:-


(i)
approval be given to the development of a transit site for Gypsies at The Pastures and authorisation be given to officers to prepare a management agreement in collaboration with the Northamptonshire Police and the Countywide Travellers Unit; and


(ii)
consultation be undertaken with Desborough Town Council, Braybrooke Parish Council, Stoke Albany Parish Council, Wilbarston Parish Council, Brampton Ash Parish Council, the Countywide Travellers Unit, the Local Education Authority and the Primary Care Trust.

REASONS:

The Pastures helped to meet the need for a permanent residential caravan site within the Borough, but there was also an unmet need for transit accommodation.

Data from the Countywide Travellers Unit showed that between December 2003 and November 2004 there were 23 unauthorised encampments consisting of one or more caravans in the Borough.

The provision of a transit site within the Borough would assist the Council, the Police and the Countywide Travellers Unit in dealing with illegal encampments.

The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister has allocated capital funding of £750,000 from Gypsy Site Refurbishment Grant, following a successful bid by the Council for funding.

To ensure that all neighbouring town and parish councils and other interested agencies are fully consulted prior to work commencing on site (February 2006 with completion planned for July 2006).

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	DECRIMINALISED PARKING REGIME



	05.RD.22


	A05/
	11
	


SPEAKERS:

Mr Bill Burton



Councillor Michael Tebbutt

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the Council indicates to the County Council that it wishes to see an enhanced decriminalised parking scheme in the Borough, subject to the following:-

· enforcement arrangements are devolved to either Kettering Borough Council alone, or to a "North Northamptonshire" regime with Kettering as the lead authority (subject to agreement by neighbouring councils)

· satisfactory resolution of the practicalities, roles and powers of generic wardens

· a satisfactory financial arrangement being agreed for the SPA Account

· the Borough Council to be formally consulted by the Parking Advisory Committee on on-street parking and residents parking fees


(ii)
consultation take place over the details of the scheme with stakeholders, including the geographic fora, and that this is done jointly by the Borough and County Councils; and


(iii)
any concerns be taken into account during the consultation period.

REASONS

The introduction of a decriminalised regime serves the Council's objectives of improving street scene, and helping to enhance the vitality of the town centre.

It will enable a refresh of parking regulations across the Borough, improve enforcement of on-street parking restrictions and enable more residents parking schemes to be created and enforcement of them to be improved.

To ensure that the statutory process is followed in the introduction of a decriminalised parking regime.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	LOCAL RESPONSE CENTRES - ROTHWELL AND DESBOROUGH CONVERGENCE



	05.RD.23


	-
	12
	


SPEAKER:

Councillor Michael Tebbutt

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
support be given to the launch of Customer Response Centres in Rothwell and Desborough in partnership with the County Council and Police, and officers be authorised to make the necessary arrangements within existing budgets; and


(ii)
following the opening of each of the A6 response centres, the existing District Offices be closed in accordance with the previous decision by the Executive on 14th July 2004.

REASONS
Ongoing development work on service convergence in conjunction with key partners forms an essential party of the Council's ongoing review of the way it delivers and enables access to services.

Service convergence is central to the Council's ambition, vision and commitments expressed in the Corporate Improvement Plan.

Supporting local post offices and retail outlets, improving local service delivery and partnership working in the A6 towns will improve the quality of life for local people and improve access to services.

Data presented at the meeting showed that the number of cash transactions at both Rothwell and Desborough District Offices were falling.  People wishing to make cash transactions would still be able to do so through local post offices and "All Pay" at various outlets.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.
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