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2.
INTRODUCTION
2.1
The Council has operated a residential site for Gypsies at The Pastures, Stoke Albany Road, near Desborough for many years. Since 2002, the site has been extensively improved using Gypsy Site Refurbishment Grant. The following works have been completed:

· Amenity blocks have been improved and now incorporate kitchens, toilets and showers to modern standards.

· New perimeter fencing has been installed and the site access road has been upgraded. 

· The sewage treatment plant has been upgraded to meet Environment Agency requirements guidelines.

2.2
Two residents of the site have managed the site on a day-to-day basis for the past two years.  A high standard of management has been achieved during this time – the appearance and tidiness of the site has been greatly enhanced and income to the Council has increased considerably.

3. STRATEGIC NEED
3.1
The Pastures helps to meet the need for a permanent residential caravan site within the Borough of Kettering but there is also an unmet need for transit accommodation. Data from the Countywide Traveller Unit show that between December 2003 and November 2004, there were 23 unauthorised encampments consisting of one or more caravans within the Borough.

3.2
The provision of a transit site within the Borough would assist the Council, the Police and the Countywide Travellers Unit in dealing with illegal encampments. Section 62A of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 enables the police to direct travellers who are unlawfully camped to a transit site within the same county. The provision of a transit site would therefore help to meet a strategic need for this type of accommodation and assist in the management of illegal encampments within Northamptonshire.

4.    PROPOSAL 

4.1
A submission was made to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) for funding to create a transit site for Gypsies on a brownfield site near to The Pastures. The proposed location for the site was used until recently as a car breakers yard.

4.2
On 22nd July, the ODPM has allocated capital funding of £750,000 from Gypsy Site Refurbishment Grant 2005/2006 to meet all the capital costs of developing a new transit site. This is the second biggest allocation in the country during the current financial year.

4.3
It is proposed that a new transit site would comprise the following accommodation:

· 14 transit spaces

· 7 amenity buildings  

· Office building

· Area for a mobile home

· Visitor and emergency parking

· Site road and turning area

· Landscaping and tree planting scheme

4.4
The Council would work closely with the Police in devising a range of security and crime prevention measures for the site.

4.5
The transit site would be managed by the same residents who manage the existing permanent site. A comprehensive management agreement would be prepared in collaboration with the Northamptonshire Police and the Countywide Travellers Unit. This would set out in detail the various arrangements for managing and monitoring the use of the site.

4.6
Provision would be made for the welfare, education and medical care of site users. Specifically, the travellers education service would visit the sites to identify children’s educational needs and to agree how these can be met. Teaching would be delivered through local schools or, in some cases, through an on-site tutor. In addition, a health visitor for travellers would visit the site to identify and resolve any medical issues.  

5.     PROGRAMME

Subject to the approval of the Executive Committee, satisfactory site surveys and statutory approvals, it is envisaged that work could commence on building the new facility in February 2006 with completion of works taking place in July 2006.  

The Council granted planning consent for the development on 22nd February 2005.

6.   CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
6.1
A copy of this report has been sent to Desborough Town Council, Braybrooke Parish Council, Stoke Albany Parish Council and Wilbarston Parish Council.      Discussions have also taken place with the Northamptonshire Police and the Countywide Travellers Unit.

6.2
A number of bodies including the Countywide Travellers Unit, Desborough Town Council and Stoke Albany Parish Council were consulted prior to the granting of planning consent.  

7.
USE OF RESOURCES
The site would be leased by the Council for a term of ten years with management of the site contracted out in accordance with the bid submitted to the ODPM. This enables the Council to utilise Gypsy Site Refurbishment Grant and to secure a new transit site at no capital cost. It is envisaged that the management and maintenance of the transit site would be funded entirely from fees and charges.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To seek approval for the development of a transit site for Gypsies at The Pastures and to obtain authority to prepare a management agreement.  





8.	RECOMMENDATION





	The Head of Housing recommends that the Executive Committee agrees to the development of a transit site for Gypsies at The Pastures and authorises the officers to prepare a management agreement in collaboration with the Northamptonshire Police and the Countywide Travellers Unit.












