Date of Publication: 17th June 2005

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS

	DATE OF MEETING
	15th June 2005
	From 7.00 pm to 9:05 pm


APOLOGIES:

	Councillor Robert Civil
	Economic


IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor Terry Freer
	Leader of the Council

	Councillor James Burton
	Housing

	Councillor Ursula Jones
	Environment and Resources

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Customer Access

	Councillor Alison Wiley
	Leisure and Community


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillors Linda Adams, Paul Corazzo, Alex Gordon, Christopher Groome, Jim Hakewill and John Padwick 


	Approximately 50  members of the public were also present at the meeting.


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (EXECUTIVE MEMBERS):

	Terry Freer
	Chairman of North Northants Together


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OTHER MEMBERS):

	None
	


	IMPORTANT NOTE

Urgent decisions are marked as such and are effective immediately.

Other decisions will become effective after 5.00 pm on 24th June 2005 unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.


	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN - 6 STATION ROAD, KETTERING



	05.RD.5


	A04/077
	13
	


This item was considered in conjunction with the report at Item 14 on the agenda.  The Committee retired into private session to debate the report at Item 14.

The record of the debate under Item 14 contains information covered by Paragraph 12 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 relating to legal advice and is not therefore available to the press and public at the present time.

SPEAKERS:

Jeff Legg (Director - Scott Bader on behalf of Kettering Centre for the Unemployed and Unwaged (KCUU))



Richard Tod (on behalf of KCUU)



David Wilson (on behalf of KCUU)



Councillor Linda Adams



Councillor John Padwick



Councillor Paul Corazzo



Councillor Christopher Groome

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the Council prepare a set of development principles to inform the acceptable use of the site in line with Kettering Town Centre Masterplan and either sell the site for development or work in partnership with a developer to secure maximum rental from the site;


(ii)
the relevant officers take such steps as are necessary to secure possession of the premises from the current occupier as soon as is reasonably practicable; and


(iii)
officers assist the Centre in identifying suitable premises for them and their circumstances.

REASONS


The organisation had been unsuccessful in securing a voluntary sector service level agreement grant from the Council.

At the meeting of the Committee held on 16th March 2005 it was resolved that organisations no longer qualifying for voluntary sector funding from Kettering Borough Council would not receive automatic assistance with accommodation or rates or any other in kind assistance.

The site is a key site at the end of Station Road, an important gateway into the town from the railway station, helping to provide visitors with their first impressions of the town.

Development on a site owned by the Council in this manner is a good opportunity to underline the Council's commitment to the Town Centre Masterplan and enhance this area of the Town Centre.

Selling the site, or working in partnership with a developer, would enable the Council to realise a capital asset or to secure revenue from a rental stream.

If the property were marketed for rent on a short or long term basis, there would be marketing costs and also costs involved in the refurbishment to make it fit for use by a new tenant.

If the Council were to continue to subsidise the rent on the property it would be giving up potential income stream whilst still being responsible for the upkeep of the asset.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

To continue to provide assistance to KCUU on the current rent-free basis.

To lease the existing premises to KCUU for a commercial rent.

To prepare a feasibility study into the use of the premises as a voluntary sector hub

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	BEST VALUE REVIEW OF LEISURE, CULTURE AND SPORT: FUNDS TO ENCOURAGE
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SPEAKER:


Councillor Paul Corazzo

RESOLVED:
that approval be given to the establishment of a fund (as outlined in the report) financed by using the existing £30,000 revenue budget that was earmarked for cultural development in 2005/06.
REASONS:


One of the Council's priorities is to modernise service delivery for all sectors of the community, looking at the scope for partnership working, the Council's support for the voluntary and community sector and in particular at ways in which sports and leisure provision can be provided.

The decision arose out of discussion and consultation carried out by the Task and Finish Group and was recommended by the Policy and Improvement Committee.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	COMMUNITY PLAN (2005-2008) ADOPTION
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RECOMMENDED:

that the Community Plan 2005-2008 be approved by Full Council.

REASONS:


The Local Strategic Partnership and partner organisations, including the Council are accountable for the delivery of the Community Plan.  The Council's Corporate Improvement Plan and associated planning documents form the main mechanism for the delivery of the Council's Community Plan commitments and objectives.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	CORPORATE IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2005-2008
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	A04/109
	19
	


RECOMMENDED:

that the Corporate Improvement Plan 2005-2008 be adopted by Full Council.

RESOLVED:

that the proposals for continual review and improvement of the corporate planning process and corporate priorities be noted.

REASONS:


The Corporate Improvement Plan, when adopted, will set out the Council's high-level policy direction for the next three years.  

It is vitally important that the Council and the plans that it makes do not freeze and that they remain flexible and responsive to the changing environment and customer needs.

The priorities and actions set out within the Corporate Improvement Plan are in line with the Council's 2005/06 budget and medium term financial strategy.

The Corporate Improvement Plan plays an important role in delivering economic, efficient and effective services.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	SKATEBOARD FACILITIES AT ISE VALLEY PARK
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	A04/012
	-
	


SPEAKERS:

Councillor Linda Adams

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the improvements to the facility, as outlined in the report, be endorsed;


(ii)
the opening hours continue to be 9.00 am to 9.00 pm (10.00 am to 7.00 pm Sundays) or closing at dusk if earlier; and

(iii) support be offered to help the establishment of a small management committee.

(iv) Proposals to utilise the under spend on this capital project on activities for young people be considered as the capital programme develops in 2005-6

REASONS

The measures taken to improve the facility to reduce sound, heightening the fencing, installing CCTV and putting up signage to give information about opening times have been generally positively received by residents and users.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

To increase the opening hours.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	MANAGEMENT OF MAWSLEY COMMUNITY FUND
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SPEAKERS:

Councillor Chris Winter (Mawsley Parish Council)



Councillor Jim Hakewill



RESOLVED

that:-


(i)
the Community Fund be transferred to Mawsley Parish Council in line with the principles outlined in the report;


(ii)
the transfer of the Community Fund not take place until the ownership of the Community Centre has also been transferred to Mawsley Parish Council;


(iii)
transitional arrangements that currently exist for the Council to release funds to help fund specific projects on an ad hoc basis continue until the community centre has formally been transferred; and


(iv) 
letters of thanks be sent to the relevant bodies recognising their commitment and support.

REASONS:

Mawsley Parish Council had requested that the fund be transferred to them.

The possible implications of a change in stamp duty regulations (post the original Section 106 agreement) are currently being investigated and formal advice is awaited from the tax office.

To protect the Council's position in relation to this issue, it was considered that the transfer of the fund should not take place until after the transfer of the Community Centre.

To allow the Parish Council access to the Community Fund to help fund specific projects.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

To transfer the fund immediately.
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Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FUNDING SUPPORT FOR THE LOCAL DELIVERY VEHICLE FOR GROWTH AREAS - NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE TOGETHER
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SPEAKERS:

Councillor Christopher Groome

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
a one-off revenue contribution of £15,000 be made for 2005/06 (to be funded from the Council's Planning Reserve);


(ii)
the above contribution only be made on the basis that such contributions are recognised by the Government and matched by a pledge to fully fund the LDV in future years; and


(iii)
a meeting be arranged as soon as possible with government ministers to discuss funding and current barriers to growth.

REASONS

Managing the growth agenda, within a context of strong democratic influence and on the basis that growth will be infrastructure led, is a corporate priority.

A weakened LDV will not maximise our chances of gaining infrastructure.

Without partner contributions at this stage, it is possible that the LDV would cease to function.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME
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RESOLVED:

that the draft Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 17th June to 31st October 2005 be noted.

Record of Decisions No. 1
15.6.05


