
KETTERING TOWN FORUM

Meeting held – 6th June 2005 

Present: 

Councillors Adams, Anderson, Brace, Civil, Corazzo, Don, Freer, Gordon, Hales, Jones, King, Mayhew CC, Parker CC,  Rennie, Richardson  and Smith-Haynes.

Gilbert Davis (Neighbourhood Watch), Joan Neal (Ability Northants), Eleanor Patrick (Churches Together), Graham Bale (Kettering Taxi Association), Mark Winspear (Kettering Chamber of Trade)

Brian Mew (Deputy Chief Executive – KBC)

Simon Richardson (KBC)

Ian White (KBC - Forum Administrator)

05.KTF.1
ELECTION OF CHAIR

Councillor Freer proposed and Councillor Jones seconded that Councillor Anderson be elected Chair of the Town Forum for the forthcoming municipal year.
Councillor Rennie proposed and Councillor Gordon seconded that Councillor Corazzo be elected Chair of the Town Forum for the forthcoming municipal year.


For Councillor Anderson
6


For Councillor Corazzo
8

AGREED
that Councillor Corazzo be elected Chair of the Forum for the forthcoming Municipal Year.
05.KTF.2
ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIR

Councillor Jones proposed and Councillor Freer seconded that Gilbert Davis be elected Deputy Chair of the Town Forum for the forthcoming municipal year.

.

Councillor Hales proposed and Councillor Gordon proposed that Mark Winspear be elected Deputy Chair of the Town Forum for the forthcoming municipal year.


For Gilbert Davis
7


For Mark Winspear
9

AGREED
that Mark Winspear be elected Deputy Chair of the Forum for the forthcoming Municipal Year.

05.KTF.3
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Burton, Darby,  J. Henson, L. Henson, S. Lynch, Malin and West.

Terry Coleman (Kettering Pubwatch)

Councillor James Putt (A6 Towns Forum)

David Rose (Kettering Trades Council)

05.KTF.4
MINUTES

AGREED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Forum held on 6th December 2004 be approved and signed by the Chair.

Members received updates on the following matters:-

CCTV Provision in Montagu Street

Proposed On-Street Drinking Designated Area

Periodic Electoral Review

In response to members’ comments, it was noted that reports on Licensing issues would be submitted to the next meeting of the Forum. Additionally, officers would check to establish the date for the review of the trial re-location of the Market with a view to a report being submitted to a future meeting of the Forum.

05.KTF.5
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Don declared a prejudicial interest in items 7 and 8 (Item 5A2).

05.KTF.6
KETTERING TOWN CENTRE MASTER PLAN


Members of the Forum received a report that informed them of the adoption by the Borough Council of the Town Centre Masterplan as interim planning guidance. The report also advised the Forum in respect of the next stages in the implementation of the vision.


The report identified four strategic urban quarters :-

· Retail/ Leisure Quarter

· Heritage Quarter

· Station Quarter

· Western Quarter

It also identified seven strategic aims as follows:-

· A Place to Shop and Enjoy – “To promote the redevelopment of Phase One of the Newlands Centre and provide additional shopping and family based leisure to create a stronger evening economy”
· A Place to Live – “To increase the number of people living in Kettering town centre as part of a lively and diverse mix of uses”
· An Accessible Town – “Improve access for pedestrians, cyclists and buses and improve and rationalise parking”
· An Office Hub – “To create a new office quarter on land alongside the railway station”
· A Quality Place – “To develop a public realm strategy for the improvement of existing streets and squares and the creation of new ones”
· A New Quarter – “To redevelop the Western Quarter as a housing-led mixed use area”

· A Time for Change - “To explore the possibility of relocating the Council Offices and Swimming Pool”

Members were also appraised of the results of the consultation undertaken in respect of the Masterplan, and specific areas of representation reported.

It was noted that the Plan would guide the Council’s input into the Joint Spatial Strategy for North Northamptonshire, before informing the preparation of an Area Action Plan to be submitted for consultation in early 2006. It was anticipated that the Masterplan would act as a catalyst to help direct investment.

In discussion of the Masterplan, concern was expressed that the document contained no specific reference to issues relating to the environment, and that there was a conflict in Points 2 and 3 of the seven aims shown above. In addition to this, it was contended that urgent action needed to be taken to implement the representations listed in respect of traffic movements and car parking, as well as addressing issues in respect of town centre design.

In response to these points, the Forum was informed that the provision of areas of open space and recreation formed an important part of the Masterplan, and that developing pockets of different types of urban environmental provision was an important part of the document. It was noted that a new Urban Designer had been appointed to address the issues raised.

Members noted that the Council’s Executive had adopted the Masterplan as interim planning guidance, and as such the document will be a material consideration in the determination of planning applications, and would help guide the Council’s Planning Committees in their decision-making. It was noted that the document was assisting the debate on issues concerning the re-location of the Council offices and the Swimming Pool, and the Market, and not leading it. 

Details of consultation processes were discussed, and the methods used were outlined. Members noted the future publication of the Area Action Plan and Joint Spatial Strategy for North Northamptonshire, which would contain the agreed outcomes of those representations already received.

Concern was expressed with regard to a perceived lack of attention to traffic problems in the Town Centre, and the potential impact of these issues over the next 15 to 20 years. Additionally, concern was expressed regarding the suggested location for Town Centre car parks, and the lack of detail in respect of high density employment and retail uses.

It was recognised that traffic management was a key aspect in the town centre, and that the approach of the Masterplan to this issue  would  be to further develop a strategy through traffic modelling. More details in respect of retail and employment matters will develop through work being undertaken by the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit, although there was still a lot of issues to be debated in respect of this.

Copies of the Masterplan would be sent to all members of the Forum, and other interested bodies.

AGREED
that the Council’s adoption of the Masterplan be noted, and the Forum be kept informed of progress on the Joint Spatial Strategy, Area Action Plan and implementation of the Masterplan.

05.KTF.7
KETTERING BOROUGH COUNCIL - CORPORATE IMPROVEMENT PLAN 


Members of the Forum received a copy of the proposed key actions that would contribute to the delivery of the Council’s priorities in 2005/06. the submitted report showed three key pieces of information, namely

· The improvement theme

· The improvement priority

· Key actions that contribute to delivery

These actions build on the successes from last year but recognise that there is still work to be done in delivering the priorities. To ensure delivery of these actions, they are incorporated into Service Plans that are reviewed and monitored on a regular basis.

In discussing the priorities, some members indicated that they were not in agreement with certain priorities included in the document, in relation to environmental issues and voluntary sector funding.

(NB: Councillor Don left the meeting during part of the discussion on this item)

Members noted that the synopsis submitted formed part of a raft of statutory documents that the Council was required to publish and which was made accessible to the public, initially for consultation. Members of the Forum discussed the most appropriate ways of making these documents accessible, and of obtaining feedback on them. Points raised during the discussion would be considered as part of the ongoing process that the Council undertakes with regard to seeking to improve the way in which it engages with the public.
05.KTF.8
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


Monday 5th September 2005.

05.KTF.9
AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING


Decriminalisation of Parking


Licensing issues


On Street Drinking Enforcement


Periodic Electoral Review

05.KTF.10
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Graham Bale of the Kettering Taxi Association requested that the appropriate body be requested to give consideration to access for Private Hire Vehicles in a northerly direction through Newland Street. Details of the outcome of this would be reported to the next meeting of the Forum.


In response to a question, members of the Forum were notified of the manner in which local organisations/agencies could place reports on agendas of meetings. 

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.26pm)

Signed________________________________

Chair
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