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2.
INFORMATION
2.1
At the Executive meeting on 16 June 2004 a range of measures were agreed to improve the skate boarding facility at the Ise Valley Park. This followed a complaint by a resident to the Ombudsman about noise nuisance and a recommendation that the complaint be resolved locally. 

2.2
The facility has been improved by filling one of the ramps with concrete to reduce the sound, heightening the fencing, installing CCTV and putting up signage to give information about opening times. The total capital budget for scheme works was £53,000 of which £30,000 has been spent to date. If the recommendations of this report are approved by the Executive, the remaining capital budget will not be required for this scheme.

2.3
In addition the management of the site has been improved restricting the use of the site from 9am to 9pm (10am to 7pm on Sundays) or dusk if this is earlier by the locking and unlocking of the facility. Also, there is increased programmed usage of the park with Multi Sports Activities for 8-14 year olds on Monday evenings by the community sports coach and the Youth Club on Wednesdays. The summer playscheme programme will also include activities for children at the Ise Valley. At Easter the pavilion reopened on completion of the works to repair fire damage. The police have been supportive in responding to requests for assistance. Complaints about use of the site outside the opening times or failure to lock the site are now rare and always investigated. 

2.4
Further ramps were not infilled until the effects of the improved management were assessed. Environmental Health officers have advised that while the use of the site is restricted to the opening times there is no statutory nuisance and so further ramps do not require to be filled with concrete. 

2.5
The site is regularly inspected and at present none of the ramps need to be replaced on grounds of health and safety. When replacement ramps are required in the medium to long term, the specification will need to give due consideration noise impact issues. 

3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1
There have been two neighbourhood meetings in September 2004 and May 2005 to seek the views of residents and skateboarders and give information about action being taken by the Council. Both meetings were well attended by residents, skateboarders and ward councillors and the majority of views were positive. Improvements including restricting the opening times to reduce problems have been implemented and are working well although some skateboarders would like the opening hours extended on Sundays. At the last meeting a small number of people (users and residents) expressed an interest in establishing a management group to continue the dialogue between themselves and as a way of resolving any future issues.  

3.2
In addition there have been two newsletters delivered to residents and a recent article in Ise logic the local neighbourhood newsletter. Residents have been given named officers to contact with any problems including the police if there was criminal behaviour. 

4.
USE OF RESOURCES
4.1
Expenditure of £30,000 has been made against a capital budget for scheme costs of £53,000. If the recommendations contained in this report are approved, the unspent capital budget of £23,000 will not be required for this scheme. Accordingly, the unused capital resources will remain in the Council’s pool of capital reserves and will be used to help finance schemes that have already been approved in the 2005/06 capital programme.

4.2
The majority of the cost savings are attributable to the direct action that the Council has taken including the introduction of improved management arrangements and using council contractors for the opening and closing of the site.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To update members on the improvements made to the skateboarding facility at Ise Valley Park and consider whether any immediate additional improvements are required


	





5.	RECOMMENDATION





The Head of Community Services recommends that the Executive endorses:





 (i)	The improvements to the facility (as outlined in this report);


(ii)	The opening hours continue to be 9am to 9pm (10am to 7pm Sundays) or closing at dusk if earlier.


(iii)	Support is offered to help the establishment of a small management committee.









