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2.
   INFORMATION

2.1. The Best Value Review Task and Finish Group, in making their final report to the Policy and Improvement Committee, recommended that a fund be established to provide short term (up to three years) revenue funding of new sports and leisure provision. This fund would be open to sports and leisure groups, town and parish councils and constituted community groups for initiatives which meet identified community needs. The fund would need to be promoted and the Council could convene events at which options for its use could be collectively developed. The Task and Finish Group felt there was an identified need to encourage new sports and leisure provision, and to respond positively to evidence of local need from groups closest to the community, without creating a permanent drain on the Council’s resources. It would also help develop the capacity of the voluntary and community sector over time. The funding would be for set-up and pump-priming support only and would be withdrawn or taper out over a period of 1-3 years. The fund, once set up, will need to be regularly reviewed and any requirement to top-up the fund over time will need to be considered in the light of the Council’s overall financial position.

2.2. This recommendation was accepted by the Policy and Improvement Committee, which endorsed the proposal that the fund could be established from the £30,000 existing revenue budget that was earmarked in the 2005/06 Council’s budget for cultural development. This provision was made in anticipation of the need, inter alia, to support the establishment of a theatre in this financial year, which is not now likely to be called upon until 2006/7. 

3.    
 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

3.1. One of the Council’s priorities is to modernise service delivery for all sectors of the community, looking at the scope for partnership working, the Council’s support for the voluntary and community sector and in particular at ways in which sports and leisure provision can be provided. 

4.
USE OF RESOURCES 

4.1. The proposal to establish a fund will be met from existing budgets therefore no ‘new’ money is being requested to resource the establishment of the fund. 

5.        CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT 

5.1. The proposal arises out of discussion and consultation carried out by the Task and Finish Group with a variety of interests – town councils, voluntary groups and sports and cultural bodies – during the best value review. 
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To convey a recommendation of the Policy and Improvement Committee for the establishment of a fund to encourage the development at grass roots level of new sports and leisure provision in the Borough. 


	





6.        RECOMMENDATIONS





The Policy and Improvement Committee recommends that the Executive approve the establishment of a fund (as outlined in this report) financed by using the existing £30,000 revenue budget that was earmarked for cultural development in 2005/6.











