KETTERING BOROUGH TENANTS FORUM

Meeting held – 12th May 2005

Present:
Councillors: Burton (Chair), Anderson, Darby, Don, and Henson




Tenant Representatives

Polly Becks – Counties T&R

Brian Kimpton – Counties T&R

Roger Baker - Loddington

Moira Brown – Highfields TRA

Stephen Panther – Sackville Street

Brian Eldrige – Thorngate Street

Susan Milne – Naseby Road

Ron Ainsworth – Desborough

Douglas Walker – Desborough

Mark Gudyer - Highfield Road

Adrian Ward

Tony Palmer – Dahlia Road

Vi Dillon – Windsor Gardens

Yvonne Macdonald – Windsor Gardens

Also Present




John Conway (Head of Housing




Nigel Richards (Housing)

Anne Coulson (Housing)

Godfrey Shaw (Head of Environmental Care)

David Joyce

Bob Dillon

Amy Vickers (Committee Administrator)

 04.TF.151
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Corazzo and Tebbutt and Brian Mew.

04.TF.152
INTRODUCTIONS

The Chair announced that Councillor Anderson had replaced Councillor Wiley on the Tenants Forum and that he wished Councillor Wiley well in her new position and gave his thanks for everything she had done at the forum.

04.TF.153
ELIGIBLE VOTERS

Tenants Representatives eligible to vote were identified as Roger Baker, Polly Becks, Moira Brown, Vi Dillon, Brian Eldrige, Susan Milne, Tony Palmer and Stephen Panther.

04.TF.154
MINUTES

AGREED
that the minutes of the Forum held on Thursday 14th April 2005 be approved and signed as a correct record of the Chair.

04.TF.155
MATTERS RAISED BY TENANTS FORUM REPS


 
An update on progress in dealing with items that had been raised by representatives was circulated at the meeting.

The tenants requested that the following items be added to the list: -

· Footpath subsiding – Windsor Gardens

· Road sign missing – Highfield Crescent

· Recycling Bins – Dahlia Road

04.TF.156 
HOUSING STRATEGY

It was reported that Annual Housing Conference was being held at Boughton House on 27th May 2005 and that the speaker would be John Rouse.  Tenants were asked to inform the Housing Department if they wished to attend.

 04.TF.157
FINDINGS OF THE CRIME, DISORDER AND ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR TASK AND FINISH GROUP

The findings of the Crime, Disorder and Anti-social Behaviour Task and Finish Group were attached to the agenda for information.  

It was reported that the first task for the Housing Manager for Anti-Social Behaviour would be to undertake a feasibility study, which would be brought to the Forum.

04.TF.158
BANKING ARRANGEMENTS FOR TENANTS AND RESIDENTS ASSOCIATIONS

The Tenant Participation Officer gave a presentation on banking arrangements for tenants and residents groups.  Tenants were asked to contact her if they needed any further information.

04.TF.159
MOBILE CCTV

Tenants were disappointed that the purchase of a mobile CCTV camera had still not been completed.

The Head of Environmental Care reported that a better system was available from Enigma Surveillance that would combat the problems highlighted with the previous system.

Roger Baker volunteered to attend the demonstration for the new system and it was

AGREED
that information regarding the new system and a proposal for purchase would be brought to the next meeting.

04.TF.160
COUNTY TENANTS FORUM

It was reported that the next Northants County Tenants Forum would be held at Daventry Leisure Centre on 16th June 2005 and Tenants were asked to contact the Tenant Participation Officer if they would like to attend so travel arrangements could be made.

04.TF.161
TENANTS FORUM CONSTITUTION

The Tenants Forum Constitution was attached to the agenda for information.  

It was reported that Tenant Participation was in the early stages of being reviewed and that the constitution would be reviewed to reflect the thoughts and ideas of the tenants but this would need to feed in to the Council’s cycle, which would be near the end of the year.

04.TF.162
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS AND SPEAKERS

The Tenant Participation Officer presented a report, which set out future topics at the Tenants Forum.  It was reported that a strategic objective for tenant participation was to maximise the influence which tenants had over the level and quantity of the service which they receive from the Council.  

In order to ensure that tenants gained increased confidence and capacity it was proposed that a programme of speakers at the Tenants Forum was devised, and members of the forum were asked to consider any speakers and topics they would wish to see at future meetings.  The following suggestions were noted: -

· New litter Warden

· Household insurance

· Police

· Social Landlords Crime and Nuisance Group

· Antisocial Behaviour Unit

04.TF.163
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Chair and Deputy Chair

Tenants asked if the Chair of the Tenants Forum could be a tenant to which the Head of Housing responded that the constitution stated that the Chair would be a Borough Councillor and to alter this the constitution would have to be changed and agreed at Full Council.

Tenant Participation Budget

Tenants enquired about the amount allocated to the Tenant Participation budget this year and when the Tenants Associations would expect their grants.  It was noted that the Tenants Associations would receive their grants at the same time as last year and it was 

AGREED
that the amount allocated to the Tenant Participation budget would be notified at the next meeting.

Definition of Tenants

Polly Becks asked the Head of Housing the definition of Tenants.  It was noted that a Tenant was a long leaseholder or a secure tenancy.  

Tenants felt there were a few grey areas in the constitution about who could attend the meetings.  It was reported that the Tenants Forum had become more formal and when the constitution was reviewed the views of tenants would be welcome.

Future for Tenants

Vi Dillon asked the Tenants Participation Officer what sort of things she had in line for the future.  The Tenant Participation Officer reported that the main priority was to get more people involved with tenant participation and that Ali Clarke would be attending the June meeting to discuss her findings.

04.TF.
164
PRIZE DRAW FOR TENANTS REPRESENTATIVES
 
It was noted that Yvonne Macdonald had won the prize draw.

03.TF.165
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was noted that the next Forum meeting would be held on Thursday 9th June 2005. 

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.00pm)
 
Signed ______________________________

(Chair)
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