BOROUGH  OF  KETTERING

At the meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road, Kettering on 28th February 2005.

Present:

	Councillor
	E. Brace (The Mayor)
	Councillor
	J.  Hakewill

	“
	M. Lynch (Deputy Mayor)
	“
	J. Henson

	“
	L.  Adams
	“
	L. Henson

	“
	P. Anderson
	“
	P. Hollobone

	“
	M. Bayes
	“
	U. Jones

	“
	C. Brown
	“
	S. King

	“
	L.  Bunday
	“
	C. Lamb

	“
	J.  Burton
	“
	S. Lynch

	“
	R. Civil
	“
	M. Malin

	“
	D. Coe
	“
	J.  Padwick

	“
	P. Corazzo
	“
	G. Rennie

	“
	M. Dearing
	“
	C. Smith-Haynes

	“
	M. Don
	“
	M. Tebbutt

	“
	M. Evans
	“
	G. Titcombe

	“
	T.  Freer
	“
	J.  West

	“
	A. Gordon
	“
	D. Whyte

	“
	C. Groome
	“
	A. Wiley

	“
	R. Groome
	
	


04.C.71
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Beale, Darby, T. Evans, Hales, Harrison, Humfrey, Parker, Pote, Richardson and Whitlam.

04.C.72
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting held on 15th December 2004 be approved and signed by the Mayor.

04.C.73
BUDGET CONSULTATION MEETING

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the Budget Consultation meeting held on 20th January 2005 be approved as a correct record.

04.C.74
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Hakewill declared a personal interest in item 12ii) as a landowner in Braybrooke.

Councillor Don declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 9 as an employee of Kettering Centre for the Unemployed and Unwaged.

Councillor Whyte declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 9 as an employee of Kettering Centre for the Unemployed and Unwaged.

Councillor C. Groome declared a personal interest in items 12ii) and iii) as a member of STOP

Councillor Hollobone declared a personal interest in items 12ii) and iii) as a member of STOP

Councillor R. Groome declared a personal interest in items 12ii) and iii) as a member of STOP

04.C.75
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor invited Councillor Lamb to inform members of the role played by three Council refuse operatives in the prevention of a serious road traffic accident whilst on their round. The accident could have lead to serious injuries to the children involved, but due to the actions of the staff, no major injuries occurred.

The Mayor presented the members of staff with awards In recognition of their actions, which were also recognised by Full Council.

04.C.76
LEADER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Councillor Freer, the Leader of the Council, notified members of the ‘Eco-Check’ carried out by pupils of Geddington Primary School at the Municipal Offices on 22nd February 2005.

04.C.77
MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS



Cllr Gordon to asked the following question:-

Would the portfolio holder commend and congratulate the Kettering Centre for the Unemployed and Unwaged, for their tremendous efforts in successfully raising additional funds; ie £10,000, to help maintain the excellent and much needed service which they provide for the people of Kettering?” 

Cllr Freer, on behalf of Councillor Humfrey (Portfolio Holder for Leisure and Community),who was not present, replied as follows:- 

“I am pleased that the Centre has been able to raise funds to support its work. I am always pleased to see people living off their own resources rather than accepting handouts from the taxpayer”.

Councillor Ruth Groome asked His Worship The Mayor:

'While people of goodwill in the Borough will endorse the comment by His Worship The Mayor, quoted in the local newspaper, wishing HRH The Prince of Wales and Mrs Parker-Bowles happiness in their wedding plans, does His Worship also recognise the sentiments of many people that Mrs Parker-Bowles should not become Queen (87% in a national opinion poll), that she should not be given any title at all (47% in the poll), and that Prince William should succeed directly to the throne in the event of the death of HM The Queen (41% in the poll)?’

The Mayor responded as follows:

‘I re-iterate my earlier comments wishing the Prince of Wales and Mrs Parker-Bowles well on their forthcoming marriage, whilst recognizing that there are differing views held, both locally and nationally, in respect of its potential impact.’

04.C.78
NOMINATION OF DEPUTY MAYOR

Councillor Freer proposed, Councillor Smith-Haynes seconded and it was

RESOLVED
that Councillor Bayes be nominated for the role of Deputy Mayor for the year 2005/06.

04.C.79
BUDGET PROPOSALS 2005/06 – GENERAL FUND, CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT
Members received a report that provided details of the Executive’s budget proposals for the Council’s General Fund, Capital Programme and the Housing Revenue Account for 2005/06. The report also included the Treasury and Investment Strategy for 2005/06, and the statutory report of the Council’s Responsible Finance Officer.

Additionally, members received an updated report at the meeting, which included recommendations in respect of the level of Council Tax (Band D equivalent) to be charged for 2005/06.

Members discussed the General Fund budget, and in particular comparisons were made to the level of Council Tax charged in earlier years by the current administration and previous administrations, as well as the level of central government grant made available in those years, and likely to be available in future years. The level of reserves that would be achieved by approving the Budget was also noted.

Whilst debating the matter, members considered the impact of the following issues on the budgetary process, and also on the report before them :-

· Recycling

· Street Cleanliness

· Grant Aid to Voluntary Organisations (NB: Councillors Don and Whyte left the room during discussions about garnt aid to voluntary organisations.)

· Car parking

· Lobbying of Central Government for increased funding

· Planning delivery grant

· Provision of a Theatre in Kettering

· Youth activities

· Funding of Community Police Support Officers

· Provision of sports facilities in the Borough

· Organisations and retailers coming to Kettering

· New way of determining Fees and Charges

· No provision of an alternative budget by the Opposition

Members having considered the report , it was



RESOLVED 

that:-

i) The General Fund Budget for 2005/06 as submitted,be approved;

ii) The Capital programme for 2005-2008 as submitted, be approved;

iii) The Housing Revenue Account Budget for 2005/06 as submitted, be approved;

iv) The Council Tax resolution for 2005/06 as detailed below, be approved;

	1.That the following amounts be calculated in accordance with Sections 32 and 36 of the Local

	Government Finance Act 1992:
	
	
	
	
	

	A
	Aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32(2) (a to e) of the Act.
	£34,094,200

	B
	Aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32(2) (a to c of the Act.
	£23,695,400

	C
	The amount by which the aggregate at 1(a) above exceeds the aggregate at 1(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 32(4) of the Act as its Budget Requirement for the year.
	£10,398,800

	D

i
	Aggregate of the sums which the Council estimates for 2005/06 will be payable into its General Fund in respect of:

Re-distributed non-domestic rates
	£2,433,710

	ii
	Revenue Support Grant
	£3,203,513

	iii
	The amount that the Council estimates will be transferred from its Collection Fund to its General Fund in respect of the estimated surplus on its Collection Fund for 2005/06.
	£100,000

	
	
	£5,737,223

	E
	The amount at 1©
	£10,398,800

	
	Less the amount at 1(d)
	£5,737,223

	
	
	£4,661,577

	
	Divided by the Council Tax Base (calculated in accordance with Section 33 (1) of the Act) as approved by Council on 15 December 2004 equals the basic amount of its Council Tax for 2005/06
	£167.59

	F
	Aggregate of all special items referred to in Section 34 (1) of the Act
	£6,000

	G
	The amount at 1 (e) above
	£167.59

	
	Less the amount at 1 (f) above (ie£6000 divided by the Council Tax Base of 2,163)
	£2.77

	
	Equals the basic amount of its Council tax for 2005/06 for dwellings in those parts of the area to which no special item relates (calculated in accordance with Section 34 (2) of the Act.


	£164.82

	H
	Part of the Council’s Area

Burton Latimer

Being the amount given by adding to that amount in 1 (g) above the amounts of the special items relating to dwellings in the part of the Council’s area shown above divided by the tax base for the relevant area calculated by the Council, in accordance ith Section 34(3) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for 2005/06 for dwellings in those parts of its area to which the special item relates.
	£167.59

	I
	The amounts shown in the table below being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at 1(g) and 1(h) above by the number which in the proportion set out in Section 5(1) of the Act is applicable to dwellings listed in particular valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in Valuation Band D, calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 36(1) of the Act, as amounts to be taken into account for 2005/06 in respect of categories of dwellings listed in different valuation bands.


	VALUATION BANDS

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	Burton Latimer
	£111.73
	£130.35
	£148.97
	£167.59
	£204.83
	£242.07
	£279.32
	£335.18

	Other

Parishes
	£109.88
	£128.19
	£146.51
	£164.82
	£201.45
	£238.07
	£274.70
	£329.64


2. That it be noted that for 2005/06 Northamptonshire County Council and Northamptonshire Police Authority have stated the following precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Act, for each of the categories of dwelling shown below:

	VALUATION BANDS

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	County

Council
	£571.32
	£666.54
	£761.76
	£856.98
	£1047.42
	£1237.86
	£1428.30
	£1713.96

	Police 

Authority
	£102.94
	£120.10
	£137.25
	£154.41
	£188.72
	£223.04
	£257.35
	£308.82


That having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts in 1 and 2 above, the Council, in accordance with Section 30 (2) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 hereby sets the amounts shown below as the amounts of Council Tax for 2005/06 for each of the categories of dwellings.

	VALUATION BANDS

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	Burton Latimer
	£785.99
	£916.99
	£1047.98
	£1178.98
	£1440.97
	£1702.97
	£1964.97
	£2357.96

	Other

Parishes
	£784.14
	£914.83
	£1045.52
	£1176.21
	£1437.59
	£1698.97
	£1960.35
	£2352.42


v) The Treasury Management Strategy for 2005/06, as submitted, be approved;

vi) The Medium Term Financial Forecast as detailed in the submitted report, be noted;

vii) The report of the Council’s Responsible Finance Officer be noted.

(For the Motion 21, Against 11, Not Voting 3)

04.C.80
DRAFT LOCAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME

A report was submitted that sought approval of the Local Development Scheme, and also sought to provide delegated authority to officers to vary the timetable relating to the scheme if necessary.

Members noted the concern expressed with regard to providing effective consultation for local communities. It was also considered  that the level of development should be appropriate to the area in which it was situated, and that it was imperative to ensure that adequate infrastructure was provided to serve the expanded areas of the Borough, particularly Barton Seagrave and Burton Latimer.


RESOLVED 

that:-

i) the Draft Local Development Scheme be agreed; and

ii) delegated authority be given to officers to vary the timetable if necessary.

04.C.81
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER (ODPM) – GROWTH AREA FUNDING


A report was submitted that sought agreement to the acceptance of grant funding from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM), and that also sought agreement to the expenditure of the funding to deliver a growth area project.


Members expressed their strong preference that the funding would be allocated to the site at 13/15 Horsemarket, Kettering, although it was noted that this was contingent on an agreement being reached with the owners.


It was further noted that alternative projects were being considered, should the preferred option not proceed.



RESOLVED

that :-

i) The Council approves securing government funding to deliver growth infrastructure projects; and

ii) the Council approves the expenditure of grant funding secured to deliver growth infrastructure projects.

04.C.82
WORK PROGRAMME FOR SCRUTINY

Members received a report that requested them to consider and approve the Council’s scrutiny work programme. Councillor L. Henson, Chair of the Policy and Improvement Committee, outlined the Committee’s  achievements in 2004/05, and members were also appraised of the work carried out by the Monitoring and Audit Committee.

Members were notified that a joint meeting of scrutiny Chairs was due to be held in the near future, when any items that members wished to include on the work programme could be considered.

RESOLVED
that the proposed annual scrutiny work programme, including the programme of any Task and Finish groups appointed, be approved.

04.C.83
APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT MEMBER TO THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE


Members were requested to approve the appointment of an independent member to the Standards Committee. It was unanimously

RESOLVED
that Ms Jo Frier be appointed to the Borough Council’s Standards Committee as an independent member.

04.C.84
MOTION

Councillor C. Groome proposed, and Councillor R. Groome seconded and it was 

RESOLVED 

that :-

This Council hails the success of Mawsley as a new community and is delighted that it has been nominated for an award.  It congratulates all those who have been involved in its development and notes the lessons for planning future sustainable communities.

04.C.85
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Members were informed that Robin Bates, the Council’s Benefits Manager, had been shortlisted for the Local Government Chronicle’s award of ‘Manager of the Year’.

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 9.45pm)

Signed___________________________________________

Mayor
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