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2.
INFORMATION
2.1
The Student Council has been running since 1993 and is made up of 24 student councillors elected from six secondary schools within Kettering Borough.  They meet six times a year and work with democratic structures including agendas, minutes, constitutions, Chair and Deputy Chair.  Each financial year the Student Council are given a grant of £3000 from KBC for which they are fully responsible.  This money is used to support initiatives and projects with community and environmental benefits. 

2.2
The role of the student councillor is to attend Student Council meetings, representing the views of their school and fellow students.  Its aim is to teach young people about our economy and democracy and to understand how local government works, where the money comes from and how decisions are made in a democratic environment. 

2.3
At its meeting held on 10th March 2005 the Student Council considered the Draft Community Plan for Kettering Borough as part of the consultation process.  Students were asked to split into groups to talk about the six sections of the Community Plan.

2.4
Several members of the Student Council highlighted the issue of smoking in public places and the detrimental effect on both people's health and the immediate environment.  All student representatives present at the meeting were extremely concerned about the effects of passive smoking on those who did not smoke and the need to limit these effects by taking measures similar to those recently introduced in Ireland.

2.5
After a debate on these issues the Student Council resolved to ask the Executive Committee for the Council's support in lobbying the Government to ban smoking in public places, such as pubs, restaurants, shops and shopping malls.

2.6
In asking for the Executive Committee's support the Student Council would like to point out the following statistics:-

· Smoking has more than 50 ways of making life a misery through illness and more than 20 ways of killing you

· Smokers endure poorer health than non-smokers

· In England 364,000 patients are admitted to hospital each year due to diseases caused by smoking

· Half of all teenagers who are currently smoking will die from diseases caused by tobacco if they continue to smoke

· It is estimated that between 1950 and 2000 six million Britons would have died from tobacco-related diseases.

A factsheet published by the Citizenship Foundation is attached as Appendix to this report, which shows that most people would support a smoke-free law.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To ask the Executive Committee to support the Student Council in lobbying the Government to introduce measures to promote a healthy and cleaner environment in public places.








6.	RECOMMENDATION





To support the Student Council and to lobby the government to introduce measures to promote a healthy and cleaner environment in public places


	








