
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 17th January 2005 


Present:
Julie Miller (Independent Member) Chair




Borough Councillor Rennie  




Mark Bower, Lloyd Landry (Independent Members)




Gordon Shorley (Parish Council Representative)




Margaret Talbot (Town Council Representative)




Jo Frier (Independent Member – Designate)


Also Present: Jonathan Eatough (Monitoring Officer)




Sarah Goodman (Committee Administrator)

04.STA.14

APOLOGIES




Apologies for absence were received from Councillors T 


Evans and Councillor Ruth Groome for her late arrival. 
04.STA.15

MINUTES






04.STA.16

MATTERS OF URGENCY




None.
04.STA.17

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST




None.

04.STA.18

THE PROCEDURE FOR THE LOCAL INVESTIGATION 


OF STANDARDS COMPLAINTS (A1)





A report was submitted advising the Committee of the 


new regulations that enable the Standards Board for 



England to refer complaints of Councillor misconduct to 


the Monitoring Officer of a local authority for local 



investigation, instead of having all allegations 




investigated by the Standards Board’s Ethical Standards 


Officers. 




Details of the implications of the regulations, a 




model procedure for such local investigations and 



reference to amendments to the existing  procedure for 


local standards hearings were provided to the meeting. 


Having considered the report and draft procedure it was 















04.STA.19

OFFICERS INTERESTS, THE PROTOCAL ON OPEN 


GOVERNMENT AND WHISTLEBLOWING (A2)






A report was submitted to update members of the 



progress towards completion of this year’s work 



programme and to deal with items on the work 




programme for this meeting.




It was  






(The meeting started at 7pm and ended at 7.48pm)

Signed………………………………………………………..

Chair

STANDARDS COMMITTEE 17th January 2005 

ACTION SHEET

	Minute Number
	Action Required
	By Whom
	By When

	2/2/04
	
	
	

	03.STA.27
	Training on local determinations at each meeting
	JME/ Chair
	Ongoing

	03.STA .28
	Amend constitution on staff code of conduct
	JME
	Awaiting final regulations

	03.STA.28
	Draft a  bullet point list for those staff dealing with contractors
	JME
	5/4/04

	5/4/04
	
	
	

	03.STA.36
	Provide evening training session
	JME/Chair
	July 2004 

	03.STA.36
	Incorporate standards training in all members training sessions
	JME
	Ongoing

	4/10/04
	
	
	

	04.STA.11
	Training event for Councillors to be held in February/March 2005 
	JME
	31/03/05

	17/1/05
	
	
	

	04.STA.18
	Report of all complaints/referrals received by the Monitoring Officer to the next meeting on 4/4/05
	JME
	4/4/05

	-
	Outcome of the current Adjudication Panel hearing be communicated to all members of the Standards Committee
	JME
	ASAP

	04.STA.18
	Consider training issues and implications of sanctions at the next meeting
	JME
	5/4/04

	04.STA.19
	Training for Committee on previous cases, as listed on the Standard Board website
	Julie Miller
	5/4/04

	04.STA.
	Refresher training – investigate possibility
	JME
	5/4/04


RESOLVED		


that the minutes of the meeting held on  4th October 2004 be approved and signed by the Chair. 





RESOLVED


(i) That the Council be requested to make contingency provision for the cost of appointing external investigators and legal advisers for individual case hearings as required.


(ii)That the Council provide an indemnity to Investigating Officers against any claims for defamation, and that the Council insure such risk.


(iii)That the Committee approve the Procedure for Local Investigations.


(iv) That the amended Procedure for local hearings be adopted by the Committee.


(v)That the Council be requested to make contingency provision for the cost of appointing external investigators and legal advisers for individual case hearings as required.


(vi)That budgetary provision be made in future years to cover the reasonable costs incurred by the Parish or Town Council, or the investigation officer during the conduct of his investigation, in providing advice or assistance in connection with the investigation.   


(vii) That the Standards Committee support informal resolution of appropriate cases wherever possible.  




















RESOLVED


That no further action be taken in respect of the registering and recording of officer’s interests, the protocol on open government and the whistle-blowing policy until they are re-scheduled when this committee next considers its annual work programme in April 2005.


Other items for consideration at the next meeting: Training and Annual Standards Conference.














Standards Committee No.1
17.10.05


