B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

A6 TOWNS FORUM

Meeting held: 1st December 2004

at Kettering Borough Council

Present:


Chair:
Councillor Cedwien Brown (also representing Rothwell Town Council)

Rothwell Town Council:
Councillor Peter Weston


Councillor Simon Ogle

Burton Latimer Town Council:
Councillor Maureen Jerram

Desborough Town Council:
Councillor Doreen Bindley


Councillor Kevin Kirkham


Councillor James Putt

Barton Seagrave Parish
Councillor Margaret Michelson

Council:
Councillor Arthur Michelson

Kettering Borough Council:
Councillor Maurice Bayes 


Councillor David Coe (also representing Desborough Town Council)


Councillor Christopher Groome


Councillor Christopher Lamb


Councillor Alan Pote (also representing Rothwell Town Council)

Also Present:

Rural Forum Representative:

Councillor Keith A'Ness

Clerk to Rothwell Town Council:

Carolyn Mackay

Northamptonshire Police:

Inspector Aistrop

Southfield School

Christine Pinder

Latimer Community Arts College
Chris Grimshaw


Montsaye Community College 

Martin Jones


Fire and Rescue Service

Jim Bridger

Youth Service

Ross Watts

Town Centre Partnership

Mark Churcher

Kettering Borough Council

Allen Graham (Deputy Chief Executive)



Sarah Goodman (Forum Administrator)

04.A6TF.25
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from, Councillors T Evans, R Groome, Humfrey, Tebbutt, Whitlam, and Whyte (Kettering Borough Council), Councillors, G Weston, Jones and Talbot (Rothwell Town Council) Councillor Sevier-Burnapp (Burton Latimer Town Council), John Mileson (Rothwell Business Club).

04.A6TF.26
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the A6 Towns Forum held on 29th September 2004 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

04.A6TF.27
A509 ISHAM BYPASS


Graham Luck from Northants County Council attended the meeting to seek the views of the Forum on the Draft Environmental Statement for the A509 Isham Bypass.


It was noted that the route for the new road had been determined and this consultation was to consider the detail prior to a planning application being submitted. It was also noted that local views had been sought from villages affected by the bypass. 


It was noted that the consultation on the Draft Environmental Statement continued until 17th December 2004, and all comments received would be reported to the County Council Cabinet member prior to finalisation of the document.


Details of the route were shown to the meeting and it was noted that Northants County Council had also submitted a bid to central government for funding to extend the bypass between Great and Little Harrowden. 


It was envisaged that the Isham Bypass would be completed in 2007/08, and should the further bid be successful the scheme would be completed as a whole.


Following questions from the Forum it was noted that there was not provision for a hard shoulder on the bypass but a 1 metre strip would be provided and  traffic flow was predicted to be 20,000 vehicles per day (compared to 80,000+ on the A14).


With regard to the roundabout at Hill Top it was noted that W S Atkins had been requested to consider a bridge at this junction.


It was proposed 


‘that the A6 Towns Forum would like provision of a hard shoulder on the Isham Bypass’

(Voting: For 7; Against 0)


(At this juncture Councillors Coe and Lamb declared an interest as members of the Northants County Council Environment and Transport Committee and did not vote)


It was proposed 


‘that the A6 Towns Forum endorse the Draft Environmental Statement, apart from the roundabout provision at the Hill Top junction’

(Voting: For 8; Against 0)

It was therefore


RESOLVED
that the A6 Towns Forum would like 



provision of a hard shoulder on the Isham 


Bypass and that the A6 Towns Forum 



endorse the Draft Environmental Statement, 


apart from the roundabout provision at the 


Hill Top junction.

(Graham Luck was thanked for attending the meeting and left at 7.21pm)

04.A6TF.28
POLICE UPDATE


Inspector Dick Aistrop was welcomed to the meeting and provided information on crimes recorded for the Northern area and Kettering Borough. Details of crime types and clear ups by beat were also provided. Inspector Aistrop gave an undertaking to provide statistics that related to the A6 Towns to future meetings.


It was noted that burglary dwelling and violence had increased and autocrime had decreased. It was noted that an increased Police presence in Kettering Town Centre may have affected the increase in recording of violence as a number of fixed penalty tickets had been issued.


With regard to the A6 Towns it was noted that crime in Rothwell was up 9%, Burton Latimer was up 10% and Desborough was down 20%.


There followed a number of questions as below:  


What is the rate of Anti Social Behaviour Orders (ASBO) issued? 


Recent media reports on this issue were inaccurate, the Anti Social Behaviour Unit for the Northern Police area is very active and seen as a model of excellence nationally. Inspector Aistrop gave an undertaking to provide details of ASBO’s issued to local head teachers.


According to the statistics drug offences only account for 1% of recorded crime – does this illustrate success for the Police. Are other crimes linked to drugs?


The statistic of 1% is as a result of detecting offences and does not reflect actual drug use. There is a link between acquisitive crime and drugs but it is difficult to quantify. Drugs problems need to be tackled in various ways – the HOPE project assists with getting people off drugs.


How do the Police monitor success of ASBO’s and ensure that those under an order do not reoffend?


The Police rely on the public to inform if ASBO’s are being breached. To breach the ASBO is an offence.


Do the violence statistics include domestic abuse?


Yes.


It is understood that PC Cottrill from Desborough was recently called to an incident in Kettering and received an injury, what provision has been made to cover Desborough?


A replacement officer, PC Rowley Adams, will cover Desborough until PC Cottrill is able to return to work.  


What is the clear up rate for crimes in the A6 Towns?


Clear up rates have dropped and it is hoped that this will soon improve.


A Police traffic car recently attended an incident in Rothwell and officers stated that they could not use their radios to contact Kettering Police Headquarters?


All radios are in the process of being changed to a new national system – Airwave. During the change to the new system officers are carrying radios for both systems. 


With regard to the new Policing areas why did it take 1 hour for Police to attend a recent robbery at Easton on the Hill Post Office?


There is no excuse for lack of response in this case, however there is no link to the introduction of the new Policing areas. 


The Control Room staff do not know where some places are?


It is hoped that this will improve in time.


It was noted that a more visible Police presence had been observed in Rothwell. Inspector Aistrop advised that 2 further Police Community Support Officers would be recruited, one of which would be for the A6/Rural area.


Restriction on Alcohol Consumption in Public Places


A report was submitted seeking the Forum’s views on the introduction of a Designated Public Places Order in parts of the Borough, which would allow the Police to take action against those causing anti-social behaviour by reason on consuming alcohol in the street and against under age drinking.


With regard to the selling of alcohol to young people it was noted that Trading Standards were the lead agency in this matter and would investigate any complaints made.


Rothwell -  No perceived problem. One supermarket does not sell alcohol to persons under 21 years of age. Issues of glasses being left in undergrowth near to the Library, the use of plastic drinks containers would help with this.

(Councillor Weston declared an interest as a member of the Co-operative)


Desborough – No perceived problem. 


Burton Latimer – Two problem areas, Community Centre/Recreation and the Burton Latimer Country Club. View of BLAST is that orders in these areas would give the Police another tool to combat the problem, although it may displace the problem to the High Street area. 

(Councillor Bayes left the meeting at 8.03pm)

04.A6TF.29
YOUTH ENGAGEMENT


Maureen Jerram representing BLAST (Burton Latimer Anti Social Behaviour Team) circulated details of the role, aims, objectives and achievements over the previous year.


It was noted that BLAST were about to commence a Rural Safety Initiative in Burton Latimer to identify and tackle community problems with the guidance of the local Community Police Officer. 


Inspector Aistrop commended the approach taken in Burton Latimer and encouraged other towns to start similar schemes. Maureen Jerram advised she would be willing to assist other areas in setting up similar groups.


Ross Watts from the Lifelong Learning Service advised that recruitment of outreach workers for the A6 Towns was proving problematic. It was noted that the youth club in Rothwell had been relaunched with some success. Rothwell Town Council advised it would help wherever possible with any future developments.

04.A6TF.30
SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT


Representatives from Latimer Community Arts College, Southfield School for Girls and Montsaye Community College attended the meeting to provide information on community engagement.


Latimer Community Arts College


Chris Grimshaw circulated a report to the meeting and it wa noted that the following elements were seen as of strategic importance:

· ICT and on-line learning

· Personalised pathways at 12-19

· Students and empowerment

· Family-centered education



Southfield School for Girls



Christine Pinder advised that the school was now a Sports 


College and was working towards making its buildings 


accessible to all. It was noted that a Community Officer had 


been recruited to forge links with local sports groups. 



Relationships with the Health Authority, Borough and County 

Councils and existing sports providers were also being 


developed. It was hoped that a community facility would be built 

for young people at Southfield School.



Montsaye Community College  



Martin Jones advised that Montsaye was a specialist language 

school and had recently applied to be a specialist in humanities 

also. It was noted that the on site adult learning centre offered 

30 courses per week with an average of 260 attendees. 


Montsaye was also home to the Aztec youth football club, which 

engaged 300 young people. It was noted that the building of the 

new swimming pool would start in January 2005. A bid for an all 

weather sports pitch had also been submitted.



The school representatives ere thanked for attending the 


meeting. 

(Inspector Aistrop, Chris Grimshaw, Christine Pinder and Martin Jones left the meeting at 9pm)

04.A6TF.31
A6 TOWNS BUSINESS ORGANISATIONS


Mark Churcher, representing Desborough Business Club, attended the meeting to advise of issues affecting the business community. These included the loss of shop facilities, the need for specialist shops and the increased housing development in the town. It was suggested that the old Fire Station could be converted into shop units. 


It was 


RESOLVED 

that representatives from Burton 




Latimer and Rothwell business 




communities be invited to the next 



meeting of the Forum. 

04.A6TF.32
NCC HIGHWAYS ISSUES


The Forum was requested to list issues with highways with a view to inviting representatives from Northants County Council to the next meeting. Issues included

· NCC be advised at disappointment with W S Atkins

· Lack of quality and monitoring of repairs

· Where existing areas are disturbed by roadworks/utilities they are not restored to previous standard

· Who is responsible for what with regard to raods and pavements

·  Lorries in unsuitable areas/lorry ban

· School drop offs and pick ups causing congestion

· Signage from A14 to local services in Burton Latimer

· Excessive signage

· Lack of weed spraying

· Clarification of relationship between County Council and the Highways Agency and who should be contacted

· Too many projects being done simultaneously rather than one being finished before another is started

· Timing of roadwork, such as them being done whilst schools are on holiday

· Use of wooden posts to stop parking on verges (Burton Latimer

It was 

RESOLVED

that Northants County Council/W S 



Atkins representatives be invited to 



the next Forum meeting. 

04.A6TF.33
NEWSROUND


Code of Conduct/Standards Training


It was noted that NALC would be holding a training session for all town and parish councillors at the Corn Market hall on 21st February 2005.


Desborough Neighbourhood Meeting


Copies of the minutes were provided to the Forum.


Urban Design Study


It was noted that this had been undertaken in Burton Latimer and a number of traders were involved.

04.A6TF.34
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA

· Highways Issues
· Play Areas
· Police Update (now to be included on every agenda)
04.A6TF.35
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting would take place on 7.00 pm on 9th March 2005 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.27 pm)

Signed .......................................................

Chair

A6 Towns Forum No. 1
1.12.04


