KETTERING BOROUGH TENANTS FORUM

Meeting held – 10th February 2005

Present:
Councillors: Burton (Chair), Corazzo, Don, Henson, Pote, Tebbutt and Wiley




Tenant Representatives

Yvonne Macdonald – Windsor Gardens

Polly Becks – Counties T&R

Brian Kimpton – Counties T&R

Roger Baker - Loddington

Vi Dillon – Windsor Gardens

Moira Brown – Highfields TRA

Stephen Panther – Sackville Street

Brain Eldrige – Thorngate Street

Susan Milne – Naseby Road

Ron Ainsworth – Desborough

Douglas Walker – Desborough

Mark Godyer - Highfield Road

Adrian Ward

Dorothy Guilford – Spring Gardens

Nigel Guilford

Tony Palmer – Dahlia Road

Simon Robertson – SMARTA

Also Present




John Conway (Head of Housing




Brain Mew (Deputy Chief Executive)

Nigel Richards (Housing)

Anne Coulson (Housing)

David Joyce

Bob Dillon

Amy Vickers (Committee Administrator)

 04.TF.115
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Civil and Godfrey Shaw.

04.TF.116
ELIGIBLE VOTERS

Tenants Representatives eligible to vote were identified as Roger Baker, Moira Brown, Vi Dillon, Brian Eldridge, Brian Kimpton, Susan Milne, Tony Palmer, Stephen Panther and Simon Robertson.

04.TF.117
MINUTES

AGREED
that the minutes of the Forum held on Thursday 13th January 2005 be approved and signed as a correct record of the Chair.

04.TF.118
MATTERS RAISED

Housing Stock Options Update

It was reported that the submission was being made to the GOEM by the end of February / beginning March 2005.  The Next Steps for Housing proposals had been discussed with staff and the proposal would be brought to the April meeting.

Rent Review

It was reported that the rent review report would be going to the Executive on 16th February 2005 with the recommendation to approve option 1.

04.TF.119
MATTERS RAISED BY TENANTS FORUM REPS


 
An update on progress in dealing with items that had been raised by representatives was circulated at the meeting.

The tenants requested that the following items be added to the list: -

· Junk at the bottom of the garden – 74 Naseby Road

· Illegal tenancy – Dahlia Road

· Tenants parking sign spelt wrong – Stuart Close

· Missing road sign – Northumberland Close

· Suitability of flooring – Spring Gardens

· Lack of emergency lighting – Spring Gardens

It was discussed that this part of the meeting was to report issues that had already been reported to the proper officers but had not been dealt with.  It was

AGREED
that tenants would contact the Housing Department with their issues a week prior to the Tenants Forum so answers could be given at the meeting.    

 

04.TF.120 
TENANT EMPOWERMENT STRATEGY

A report was submitted that reviewed the Tenants Empowerment Strategy and proposed a work programme for 2005/6, which aimed to achieve greater tenants empowerment in the Borough of Kettering.

It was reported that steering groups would be set up for: -

· Review of the Tenants Participation Structure

· Continuous Improvement 

· Communication and Information

It was 

AGREED
that the Head of Housing would write to the interested tenants with details of the steering groups.

 04.TF.121
HOUSING INITITAIVES

It was reported that the Housing Initiatives report had gone to the Executive in January 2005, which focused on home ownership and supporting owner occupiers.

Tenants felt that under occupancy and moving the elderly needed attention.

It was reported that proceeds from right to buy sales for the next three years would be spent on housing related things and after that period proceeds would be pooled nationally.  It was

AGREED
that the Head of Housing would bring regular reports on the Housing Initiatives to the Tenants Forum.

04.TF.122
SHELTERED HOUSING – FIRE PRECAUTIONS

A report was circulated at the meeting outlining the background, current position and the next steps for the emergency fire arrangements in sheltered schemes.

It was noted that the current fire arrangements were out of date and that the Council’s Fire Officer would be working with the Supported Housing Manager to produce clear fire safety procedures tailored to the nature of each sheltered scheme.  It was

AGREED
that a report on the progress of the scheme would be brought back to the Tenants Forum in the autumn.

04.TF.123
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

· Next Steps for Housing – April meeting

· Tenant Empowerment Strategy update

· Condition of roads and paths

· Roles and responsibilities of Estate Housing Managers

04.TF.124
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Computers for Tenants Associations

It was brought to the forums attention that computers had been purchased out of the Tenant Participation budget and it was

AGREED
that the Tenants Representatives that had loaned a computer would inform John Conway so a list could be compiled of the whereabouts of the machines.

David Joyce asked that it be recorded that the Tenant Participation Officer was not the officer who authorised the cheques for the computers.

Meeting Facilities

It was suggested that the meeting room for the Tenants Forum should be extended to the use of the Committee Room due to the amount of tenants attending the meetings.

Contents Insurance for Tenants

It was suggested that the possibility of contents insurance for tenants should be investigated and it was

AGREED
that this matter would be investigated in the future.

Ground Maintenance

A discussion paper outlining the proposal for the scrutiny of grounds maintenance was circulated to tenants.

Tenants did not favour any changes to the current arrangements.

04.TF.
125
PRIZE DRAW FOR TENANTS REPRESENTATIVES
 
It was noted that the Prize Draw was won by Susan Milne

03.TF.126
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was noted that the next Forum meeting would be held on Thursday 10th March 2005. 

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.50pm)
 
Signed ______________________________

(Chair)
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