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1.

PURPOSE OF REPORT

To consider the existing policy decision of the replacement leisure centre at Desborough on the Grange development.

2.
INFORMATION


In preparing the Local Plan in the early 1990s, the Council reached a decision that the leisure needs of Desborough town could best be met by the provision of a replacement leisure centre as part of a leisure, housing and employment development on The Grange development.  This decision took account of the limited range of facilities offered by the existing centre, the condition of the building and what was seen as its relatively inaccessible location at the edge of the town.  The draft local plan was subject to wide consultation and a public local inquiry was held in 1992.  The Inspector supported the comprehensive nature of the proposed development north of Desborough.  The Borough Council finally adopted the Local Plan in January 1995.


In 1999 the CJC Development Company put forward proposals to develop the residential and leisure elements of the Local Plan allocation and in July 2001, a Section 106 Planning Agreement committed the Developer to build a replacement dry leisure centre, with a total area not to exceed 1,150 metres square and any associated outdoor sports facilities at The Grange.  Schedule One of the Agreement specifies that the leisure centre building shall include a sports hall, a multi-use games area, fitness equipment rooms, exercise studios, floors for indoor sports, badminton and two outdoor tennis courts including fencing and floodlighting.  The design and specification shall comply fully with Sport England guidance.  The leisure centre is required to be started following the occupation of the 350th open market dwelling and completed within 12 months.


The present leisure centre at The Hawthorns has 3/4 court sports hall, 25 health and fitness stations, 2 squash courts, social area, changing rooms and reception.


The population of Desborough is planned to increase by 30-35% over the next ten years to in excess of 10,000 (from 8,073 in 2001).  Therefore, independent consultants PMP were commissioned to complete a comprehensive market appraisal.  Their findings do not support the need to change from the existing policy for the provision of a replacement dry facility.  The leisure needs analysis indicates an historic over-provision of dry facilities.
3. 

CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

As part of assessing the leisure needs for Desborough there have been consultations with stakeholders at a national, regional and local level.  Customer impact has been ascertained by utilising national and local statistical data to assess need and options within the surrounding area.

4.
POLICY IMPLCATIONS

The Executive are therefore presented with two key decisions prior to progressing to the next stage of enhancing the current leisure provision provided at Desborough.


Issue 1 : based upon the findings of the leisure needs analysis : does the Executive wish to pursue the existing planning policy by requiring the Developer to provide a replacement leisure centre on The Grange in accordance with the Section 106 Agreement; and


Issue 2 : does the Executive wish the facilities provided within a replacement centre to be in line with the existing leisure strategies and policy determined by population need and market analysis?


Deviation from the existing planning policy and Section 106 Agreement would result in the development being delayed whilst a new plan is designed identifying location, costs and timescales prior to being presented to Planning Committee for a decision.

5.
FINANCIAL/RESOURCES AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLACATIONS

The Section 106 Agreement identifies the outline parameters of the replacement centre.  Negotiations with the Developer will be required to ascertain the financial cost which will be met by the Developer.  The ultimate specification of the centre will determine whether there would be any revenue or capital implications for Kettering Borough Council.  Currently, there is a revenue contribution from Kettering Borough Council towards the running of the centre.  Dependent upon the finalised specification, it is envisaged that, through efficiency savings, the current contribution could be reduced.
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6.		RECOMMENDATION








That Members determine the existing policy on a replacement leisure centre on The Grange, Desborough;





That Members determine whether that policy should be based upon the current planning policy and Section 106 Agreement, namely a like-for-like replacement.
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