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2.
INFORMATION

2.1
In Kettering Borough the arrangements have been made by the Community Safety Partnership under the auspices of the Local Strategic Partnership.



The audit was undertaken in the following stages:

· Carrying out a survey of public attitude towards, and experience of crime and disorder (including anti-social behaviour) and the misuse of drugs in Kettering Borough.

· Carrying out a survey to determine victimisation experienced by businesses in the Borough and the financial and other costs of crime to business.

· Carrying out a survey of young people’s attitude towards, and experience of drug, alcohol and substance misuse in the Borough.

· Consult with members of the public through focus groups and discussions with targeted groups of residents.

· Consult with young people through Drug Awareness, Community Safety and Rural Development Roadshows.

· Consult with local communities through a series of neighbourhood public meetings.

· A Kettering Crime & Disorder Community Profile: Audit Information Report was provided by ComPaSS, the partnership community profiling and problem-solving resource for Northamptonshire.

· Interviews were conducted with professionals from a wide range of agencies and organisations.

· A comprehensive review of existing crime reduction and community safety practice in Kettering Borough was carried out.


2.2
A consultative document was issued during November 2004 containing:

· An outline of the main findings from the crime and disorder and drugs audit.

· A review of potential strategic priorities for the next three years.

· A questionnaire for comments on the process, subsequent proposed priorities and areas where individuals or organisations could assist in meeting these priorities.


2.3
500 copies of the consultative document were circulated to:



voluntary and statutory organisations



schools – businesses – housing associations



community associations – neighbourhood watch



minority groups



individuals


2.4
Copies were available at:



All libraries within Kettering Borough



All housing offices within the Borough



Kettering Borough Council website


2.5
Presentations were made to:



Community groups



Public meetings


2.6
The responses to consultation, both written and verbal, including those from a range of meetings attended by members of the Community Safety Partnership, were used to validate the strategic priorities and how they could be put into practice.  Virtually all of the consultation responses were supportive of the overall approach being taken and the choice of priorities.


2.7
All available information from the Crime and Disorder and Drugs Audit has been considered by the Kettering Borough Community Safety Partnership who have identified and agreed on five strategic priorities for the next three years (April 2005 – March 2008) as follows:

· Reduce incidents of anti-social behaviour including criminal damage and hate crime.

· Tackling drug, alcohol and substance misuse.

· Reduce domestic burglary.

· Reduce vehicle crime.

· Tackle violent crime, including domestic abuse.


2.8
Fourteen objectives and twenty-eight action plans have been agreed by the Community Safety Partnership.  In respect of the action plans, there is a mix in being achievable in short, medium or long-term, whilst the strategic priorities tend to show the full three-year and longer-term aspects.  The action plans will change from year to year in pursuit of the main strategic priorities.


2.9
On 7th February 2005 the Crime, Disorder and Anti-Social Behaviour Task and Finish Group agreed to endorse the strategy subject to some minor changes which have since been made.

3.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

The Crime and Disorder Act 1988 as amended by the Police Reform Act 2002 requires that the Borough Council, County Council, Police, Police Authority, Fire Authority and Primary Care Trust jointly prepare and implement a strategy to tackle crime and disorder (including anti-social behaviour) and the misuse of drugs within Kettering Borough.  They shall act in co-operation with the Probation Service, Parish Councils, Schools and Further Education Governing Bodies, and also with a variety of invitees to participate.  The strategy is effective for three years, from April 2005 – March 2008.


The 1998 Act requires that before formulating a strategy, the Responsible Authorities shall:

· Review levels and patterns of crime and disorder (including anti-social behaviour) and misuse of drugs, taking into account the knowledge and experience of persons in the area;

· Act in association with co-operating bodies and invite the participation of invitees to participate;

· Prepare an analysis of the results of the review and publish a report of the analysis locally; and

· Obtain the views of the public on the report.

4.
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

Can be contained within existing budgets.


Background Papers:



Previous Reports/Minutes:

Kettering Borough Crime and Disorder

and Drug Strategy

1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To inform the Executive of the consultation undertaken for the Kettering Borough Crime & Disorder and Drug Strategy 2005 – 2008.





	To seek a commitment from the Borough Council to contributing to taking the Crime & Disorder and Drug Strategy forward.





5.	RECOMMENDATION





	The Head of Community Services recommends that the Executive make a commitment to the Borough Council contributing to taking the Crime and Disorder and Drug Strategy forward.









