
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Meeting held - 24th February 2004

Present: 
Councillor Civil (Chair)


Councillors Adams, Anderson, Brace, Brown, Bunday, Coe, Dearing, Freer, C Groome, M Lynch, S Lynch, Richardson, Tebbutt, Titcombe, West and Whyte.

Also Present: 
Councillors Bayes, Hollobone and R Groome (speaking as ward councillors) 


Councillors Parker, Burton, Jones and M Evans

03.PC.5
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Lamb, Smith and Whitlam.


It was noted that Councillors Anderson and Tebbutt were acting as substitutes for Councillors Smith and Lamb respectively.

03.PC.6
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


It was noted that Councillor Lamb had declared a prejudicial interest in the application under consideration and was not therefore present at the meeting.

03.PC.7
APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION -


CONSTRUCTION OF REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION CENTRE FOR  WM MORRISON & GAZELEY (KETTERING) LTD 


APPLICATION REF: KE/03/0189

The Committee considered the above application for planning permission which was set out in the Head of Development Services' Report, and which was supplemented verbally at the meeting.  Five speakers attended the meeting and spoke on the application in accordance with the Council's "Right to Speak" policy and at the discretion of the Chair.


The report included details of the application and results of statutory consultations and representations that had been received from interested bodies and individuals.


Having deliberated all material planning considerations regarding the suitability of the proposed development in relation to adjacent residential areas, and having taken into account local perceptions in relation to the capacity of the highway network and official reports to support such perceptions, it was

RESOLVED
that the application be refused for the following reasons:-


(i)
The development is contrary to Policy 76 Freight Development of Regional Planning Guidance Note 8.  Policy 76 states that development plans should include policies to direct lorries to the most appropriate routes and away from environmentally sensitive and residential areas.  The development would not satisfy this policy objective;


(ii)
Due to its location, the development would be contrary to PPG13 which states that, in determining planning applications, local authorities should, where possible, locate development generating substantial freight movements such as distribution and warehousing, particularly of bulk goods, away from congested central areas, and ensure adequate access to trunk roads;


(iii)
The development would unacceptably add to traffic on the A14 trunk road at Kettering, which is recognised in the Milton Keynes South Midlands Growth Area Assessment for Northampton and Kettering/Corby/ Wellingborough, by the Road Freight Transport Association and the personal experience of local people, to be congested; and

(iv)

Due to its location, the development would be contrary to Policy IC1 of the County Structure Plan, which states that sites for industrial and commercial development will not have a significant adverse impact on the environment, local amenity and traffic.

(Voting: - For the application 5; Against; 11; Not Voting 1)

Reason for the decision

The Committee felt that a number of judgements had to be made on balance, having given consideration to the advice given in the officer's report and at the meeting. It was agreed that the report was comprehensive and well written.  However, the Committee gave more weight to the suitability of the development in relation to the adjacent residential areas and therefore placed a higher value on that issue than was indicated in the officer's report.

Members also took into account local perceptions and their own experience in relation to current congestion problems on the highway network surrounding the application site, and cited official reports that existed to support such perceptions and views (Milton Keynes and South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy and the Freight Transport Association Report).

03.PC.8
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meetings of the Committee held on 13th August and 6th November 2003 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.49 pm)

Signed ……………………………………………..

Chair

AI

Planning Committee No. 1
24.02.04


