Date of Publication: 18th February 2005

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS

	DATE OF MEETING
	16th February 2005
	From 7.00 pm to 8.32 pm


APOLOGIES:

	None
	


IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor Terry Freer
	Leader of the Council

	Councillor Bill Parker
	Economic

	Councillor Christopher Lamb
	Environment

	Councillor Belinda Humfrey
	Community

	Councillor James Hakewill
	Resources and Performance

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Customer Access

	Councillor Robert Civil
	Housing


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillors Hales, Smith-Haynes, Tebbutt, L Henson, Bayes, Wiley, Jones, L Henson and Titcombe


	Nine members of the public were also present at the meeting.


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (EXECUTIVE MEMBERS):

	Councillor Hakewill
	Personal Interest in items 10 and 11 as a landowner within the Borough


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OTHER MEMBERS):

	Councillor C Groome
	Personal interest in items 10 and 11 as a member of STOP.


	IMPORTANT NOTE

Urgent decisions are marked as such and are effective immediately.

Other decisions will become effective after 5.00 pm on 25th February unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.


	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME



	04.RD.53


	-
	7
	


RESOLVED:

that the Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 15th February to 30th June 2005 be noted.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	BEST VALUE REVIEW OF LEISURE CULTURE AND SPORT



	04.RD.54


	A04/009
	8
	


SPEAKERS:

Councillor Wiley



Councillor C Groome



Councillor Jones



Councillor L Henson

RESOLVED:

that the Task and finish Group's recommendation to support the creation of a community theatre in Kettering, through a redevelopment of the small sports hall at Kettering Leisure Village (KLV), be supported, subject to:-


(i)
the submission and agreement of a business plan for the new facility, which would then release a maximum of £170,000 capital contribution from the Council's own resources, plus the S106 contribution already made by Tresham Institute;


(ii)
a maximum annual contribution of £30,000 towards the running costs of the facility over and above the existing agreement; 


(iii)
a formal agreement with Phoenix Management which varies the existing agreement for the management of sporting facilities at KLV;


(iv)
any other gap in financing being met by KLV, its other partners, or other potential funders; and


(vi)
the necessary lease, planning and licensing consents and agrerments being in place.

REASONS

The Task and Finish Group took evidence from the Theatre Users Group, Kettering Operatic Society, the manager of the McKinlay Theatre, Masque Theatre, Northamptonshire touring Arts and Tresham College.

The local lobby appeared to be for a flexible community performing space in the Borough for amateur theatrical productions.

An option was required to be progressed that would be available as son as possible after the closure of the McKinlay Theatre.

The Arts Council of England's national policy for theatre in England aims to transform and sustain theatre in this country, ensuring that a wide range of audiences has access to bold, relevant and exciting work.

The proposal accords with the Kettering Town Centre Masterplan.

The proposal will strengthen commercial competitiveness and would support other uses such as lectures/seminars and educational activities linked to the national curriculum.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

Alternative site options were considered as follows:-

· A town centre location

· Windmill Avenue

To investigate other sites

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	BUDGET PROPOSALS 2005/06 - GENERAL FUND, CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT



	04.RD.55


	A04/083
	9
	


RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the level of the average weekly council house rent be increased by 5% to £49.30 for 2005/06 (effective from 4th April 2005);


(ii)
the proposals for fees and charges contained in Appendix "A" be approved;

RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL


(iii)
the revised General Fund Estimates (2004/05) and Draft General Fund Estimates (1005/06) as contained in the draft Budget Booklet (12th January 2005), amended for the changed identified in the report;


(iv)
the Medium Term Financial Forecast as contained in Appendix "B" (as amended by any proposed change in the level of Council Tax at recommendation 5);


(v)
the level of Kettering Borough Council's Council Tax for 2005/06 be as contained in the table below:-

	Band
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	Council Tax
	£109.88
	£128.20
	£146.51
	£164.82
	£201.46
	£238.09
	£274.71
	£329.66

	Increase per week (pence)
	9p
	12p
	13p
	14p
	17p
	21p
	24p
	29p

	% increase
	4.75%


	4.75%
	4.75%
	4.75%
	4.75%
	4.75%
	4.75%
	4.75%



(vi)
The Draft Capital Programme (2005/06) as contained in the draft budget booklet (12th January 2005) amended for the changes identified in the report;


(vii)
the Draft Housing Revenue Account Estimates for 2005/06 as contained in the Draft Budget Booklet (12th January 2005)

REASONS

To take account of the recommendations of the Tenants Forum in respect Housing Rents.

To take account of issues raised as a result of the budget consultation process.

To enable the Executive to make final budget proposals to the Full Council on 28th February 2005.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.



	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	MANAGEMENT OF HOUSING LAND SUPPLY



	04.RD.56


	A04/100
	10
	


SPEAKER:
Councillor C Groome

RESOLVED:

that the following proposed actions be approved:-


(i)
the departure sites be further investigated with regard to their potential for residential development and progression as possible departure applications.


(ii)
legal advice be sought with regard to the possible progression of the Rothwell/Desborough Strategic Development Area outside the Local Development Framework (LDF) process;


(iii)
any remaining allocation outside the existing urban area be identified as part of the joint working process and progressed as Area Action Plans; and


(iv)
the town centre area be assessed with regard to the potential to deliver further housing growth within and outside the LDF process.

REASONS:


To take into account the recommendations of the Planning Policy Committee.

To take account of the strategic policy context for new development in the Borough as provided b the draft Milton Keynes South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy.

To maintain a housing land supply in accordance with the Milton Keynes South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy.

Planning Policy Guidance Note 3 states that sufficient sites should be shown on the plans proposals map to accommodate at least the first five years of housing development.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

To progress within the context of the Local Development Scheme.

To consider at an early stage the potential for developer interest and the release of non-strategic sites

The release of the Desborough/Rothwell SDA outside the LDF process

The release of a major urban extension outside the LDF process.



	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	DRAFT LOCAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME



	04.RD.57


	A04/091
	11
	


SPEAKERS:

Councillor C Groome



Councillor Tebbutt

RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL




that:-


(i)
the Local Development Scheme as set out in the report be agreed; and


(ii)
officers be given delegated authority to amend the timetable if necessary.


REASONS:


The Local Development Scheme has a key part in co-ordinating planning activity across North Northamptonshire.  It will determine the work programme and resource needs of the Joint Planning Unit and planning policy teams of the councils and will continue to be progressed by the Joint Planning Unit.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.



	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	KETTERING CYCLING STRATEGY AND MASTER PLAN



	04.RD.58


	-
	12
	


RESOLVED:

that the Cycling Strategy and Master Plan be adopted as interim planning guidance.

REASONS:

To take account of public consultation responses and the recommendations of the Planning Policy Committee.

The Cycling Strategy and Master Plan will form the basis for securing funding from a number of sources for cycling infrastructure improvements.  It is likely that the Master Plan in particular will evolve over time, as routes are investigated and implemented.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.



	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	ASHLEY VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT



	04.RD.59


	A04/099
	13
	


RESOLVED:

that:


(i)
 the Ashley Village Design Statement be adopted as interim planning guidance;


(ii)
the Chair of Ashley Parish Council, the Village Design group and residents be thanked for their work over the last six years.

REASONS:


To take into account the recommendations of the Planning Policy Committee.

To ensure that the views of residents can be taken into account and have an input into the planning process.

To set out clear and simple guidance for the design of development in Ashley and provide a reference document when considering planning applications.

The Village Design Statement supports the Borough's Council's key commitments to work to improve the quality of life in the borough and reduce poverty; protect and enhance the environment and to work to ensure effective local involvement in decision-making.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

Under new legislation the document cannot be adopted as Supplementary Planning Guidance at the present time. 



	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	BUILDING BETTER PLACES - "HOW TO CONTRIBUTE TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT"

	04.RD.60


	A04/092
	14
	


SPEAKERS:-

Councillor C Groome



Councillor Jones

RESOLVED:

that the amended interim planning guidance "Building Better Places - How to Contribute to Sustainable Development" be adopted as Interim Planning Guidance.

REASONS

To take into account the recommendations of the Planning Policy Committee

To work to improve the quality of life of the borough and reduce poverty

To protect and enhance the environment

To ensure effective economic regeneration and encourage a healthy and thriving economy.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.



	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	CENTRAL HEATING CONTRACT 14 (PHASE 2) - 144 DWELLINGS (VARIOUS LOCATIONS)



	04.RD.61


	A04/098
	15
	


RESOLVED:

that the Central Heating Contract 14 (Phase 2) be awarded to Contractor A for the sum of £306,425.

REASONS:


To comply with the Council's Constitution (Contract Procedure Rule 4.4)

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.

Record of Decisions No. 1
16.2.05


