Appendix 1 - Responses to Building Better Places – ‘How to contribute to sustainable development ‘ Consultation

	Chapter/Para


	Respondent
	Comments
	KBC Response
	Recommendation

	2.1

Site selection and site condition


	English Heritage
	No reference to County Landscape Character Assessment…should be promoted as a key tool in the identification of the best sites for development from the environmental perspective. Reference should also be made to SMR
	Agree
	Added to further information at end of chapter (2.7)

	3.25 Density
	English Heritage
	There are occasions when a lower density will be justified in order to maintain local character
	Noted
	The guidance recognises in paragraph 3.28 that there will be occasions when it will not be appropriate to meet the minimum density requirement. This applies to rural and urban areas. It is not accepted that different parameters should be set for the rural area. Paragraph 4.19 of the Structure Plan suggests that this approach will encourage the return of traditional terraced cottages to the rural areas.



	3.25 Density
	English Heritage
	Welcome reference to historic housing types that demonstrate high-density development can be achieved without loss of environmental quality. It is not just housing type but housing layout, road standards etc.
	Noted
	

	3.87

Cultural Heritage


	English Heritage
	Para 3.87 refers to conversion of former boot and shoe factories. Reference should be made to the book on Northamptonshire Boot And Shoe Industry (launched 14/10/04). Would welcome adoption of a policy that that promotes conversions for workspaces or mixed use
	Noted
	Northamptonshire Boot And Shoe Industry book added to references

	3.89

Cultural Heritage
	English Heritage
	English Heritage generally get involved in matters of a national significance, better to direct enquiries to KBC Conservation Officer or County Built and Natural Environment service or www.helm.org.uk
	Agree
	Added KBC Conservation Officer and www.helm.org.uk website as a contacts.

	3.84

Cultural Heritage


	English Heritage
	Advice throughout document could be improved, suggest looking at Notts ‘Sustainable Developer Guide for Notts’
	Noted
	

	References
	English Heritage
	PPG 15 should be included. English Heritage is about to produce regional version of ‘Streets for All’
	Agree
	PPG 15 included on references.

	General
	Alan Baxter & Associates


	Document needs to be clear as to whether it is setting guidance or regulation – there is potential for confusion. The SPG enters into specific detail in terms of building material and construction. It should refer to best practise documents and not specify unless making a requirement, which is above and beyond existing standards.
	Noted
	The SPG is aimed at promoting good practise.

	2.6

Site selection and site condition
	Alan Baxter & Associates


	Add – ‘Other environmental constraints may also be relevant and could be significant in deterring the suitability of a site for a particular use. This could include factors such as ambient noise, air quality, floodplains, ecological assessments and environmental designations.’
	Agree
	Added -, floodplains, ecological assessments and environmental designations.’

	2.7

Site selection and site condition
	Alan Baxter & Associates


	Add – ‘Environment Agency – Flood Plain Maps (www.environment-agency.gov.uk/subjects/flood)’
	Agree
	Added – ‘Environment Agency – Flood Plain Maps (www.environment-agency.gov.uk/subjects/flood)’

	3.2

Travel Plans


	Alan Baxter & Associates


	Delete/add – ‘KBC will encourage require the use of Travel Pans to be submitted alongside planning applications for developments where a transport assessment is required and where development is likely to have significant transport implications.

Delete – ‘They should be submitted alongside planning applications for developments likely to have significant transport implications.’
	Agree
	Deleted/added – ‘KBC will encourage require the use of Travel Pans to be submitted alongside planning applications for developments where a transport assessment is required and where development is likely to have significant transport implications.

Delete – ‘They should be submitted alongside planning applications for developments likely to have significant transport implications.’

	3.9

Cycling


	Alan Baxter & Associates


	Add – ‘Provision of prominent and secure cycle facilities including wherever possible appropriate changing and showering facilities, at transport interchanges, places of employment and at public amenity and services locations such as shops, schools and health facilities.’
	Agree
	Added – ‘ at transport interchanges, places of employment and at public amenity and services locations such as shops, schools and health facilities.’

	3.12

Public Transport


	Alan Baxter & Associates


	Delete –‘Ensure all homes are within 400m of a bus stop’
Add – ‘Residential developments will be required to maximise the number of residents located within reasonable walking distance (usually 400m) of a bus stop.’

Add - ‘Street hierarchy must ensure that, where appropriate, main streets have the potential to be utilised as public transport routes and are linked to areas of appropriately high densities and commensurate levels of activity.’
	Agree
	Added – ‘Residential developments will be required to maximise the number of residents located within reasonable walking distance (usually 400m) of a bus stop.’

Added - ‘Street hierarchy must ensure that, where appropriate, main streets have the potential to be utilised as public transport routes and are linked to areas of appropriately high densities and commensurate levels of activity.’

	3.17

Car Parking


	Alan Baxter & Associates


	Add – ‘Parking should not dominate layouts and should be designed in such a manner as to avoid clutter which detracts from the safety, vitality and quality of the environment, for example by using courtyard parking and clearly defined on-street parking bays.’
	Agree
	 Added- ‘for example by using courtyard parking and clearly defined on-street parking bays.’

	3.65

SUDS


	Alan Baxter & Associates


	Add – ‘Suds should be designed, where possible to “mimic nature” (storm water runoff volumes should be limited to the greenfield runoff rate if possible) and consideration should be given to implementing SUDS techniques that are sympathetic to existing/natural drainage features of the area. Issues including maintaining access to watercourses, creating “buffer strips” and avoiding hard engineering measures such as culverts.
	Agree
	Added – ‘Suds should be designed, where possible to “mimic nature” (storm water runoff volumes should be limited to the greenfield runoff rate if possible) and consideration should be given to implementing SUDS techniques that are sympathetic to existing/natural drainage features of the area. Issues including maintaining access to watercourses, creating “buffer strips” and avoiding hard engineering measures such as culverts.

	3.66

SUDS


	Alan Baxter & Associates


	Add – ‘Visible SUD features, with suitable public information display, have the potential to raise the public awareness of their environment and influence behaviour.’
	Agree
	Added – ‘Visible SUD features, with suitable public information display, have the potential to raise the public awareness of their environment and influence behaviour.’

	4.17

Lighting & Ventilation


	Alan Baxter & Associates


	Add/delete – ‘Design the of buildings should seek to maximise natural lighting and ventilation by including considering the following:’
	Agree
	Added/deleted – ‘Design the of buildings should seek to maximise natural lighting and ventilation by including considering the following:’

	4.30

Water Consumption


	Alan Baxter & Associates


	Delete – ‘ensuring landscaping schemes and private gardens do not require watering (e.g. use of drought tolerant plants)’

Add – ‘Seek to ensure that public landscaping schemes minimise watering requirement, and that private gardens are encouraged to consider reducing water consumption, for example, through the use of drought tolerant plants.’
	Agree
	Added – ‘Seek to ensure that public landscaping schemes minimise watering requirement, and that private gardens are encouraged to consider reducing water consumption, for example, through the use of drought tolerant plants.’

	5.1

Construction and Site practise


	Alan Baxter & Associates


	Add – ‘An EMP should form part of the Environmental Impact Assessment for a project, with contractors responding to the identified issues and commitments in an EMIP as part of the tendering process.’


	Agree
	Added – ‘An EMP should form part of the Environmental Impact Assessment for a project, with contractors responding to the identified issues and commitments in an EMIP as part of the tendering process.’



	5.1

Construction and Site practise


	Alan Baxter & Associates


	Add – ‘During construction, waste production should be monitored and, where possible, practises changed to

improve performance’
	Agree
	Added – ‘During construction, waste production should be monitored and, where possible, practises changed to

improve performance’

	General


	Northamptonshire County Council
	As this document can now only be regarded as interim guidance and not as SPG, then references to SPG should be taken out and ‘interim guidance’ or some other terminology used instead.
	Disagree
	Even though document has a limited lifespan, it is still to be regarded as supplementary guidance to the current Local Plan.

	1.1

Purpose of the Document


	Northamptonshire County Council
	Reference to RPG’s role should be made here, and reference to the SRS should delete the words ‘spatial’ and ‘deposit’.
	Agree
	Deleted the words ‘spatial’ and ‘deposit’.



	3.90

Planning Out Crime


	Northamptonshire County Council
	This section should be re-jigged to give greater prominence to the Planning Out Crime SPG.
	Agree
	Greater emphasis given to Planning Out Crime SPG

	2.1

Site Selection and condition.


	English Nature
	‘English Nature believes that the LCA should be cited in chapter two as another tool for informing of site selection process.’
	Agree
	Added to further information at end of chapter (2.7)

	3.71

Landscape & Biodiversity


	English Nature
	‘English Nature believes it is important that documents such as this take a lead on the principles outlined in the green infrastructure document submitted by English Nature to the MKSM Examination in Public’
	Noted
	

	3.90

Planning Out Crime


	Broughton Parish Council
	The first priority of any such policy should be to ensure planning reduces the risks and causes of crime
	Reference is made 
	A Planning out crime SPG has been published as more specific guidance.

	
	Broughton Parish Council
	People should be encouraged to take an interest and pride in maintaining the vicinity of their home. Litter and filth should not be allowed to accumulate. Planning should encourage recycling and central rubbish collection facilities.
	Noted
	

	
	Broughton Parish Council
	It is ridiculous to demand that garages and parking spaces be limited in new development. Planning policy should actively encourage the provision of off street parking and ideally facilities to park away from road frontages in order to avoid a cluttered appearance caused by cars.
	Noted
	The countywide SPG on parking is addresses this issue.

	
	Broughton Parish Council
	Care should be taken in too much emphasis on a “grid” pattern development rather than cul-de-sacs, as there is a danger that “rat-runs” will occur.


	Disagree
	Paragraph 3.20 argues the case for grid structure layout.

	
	Broughton Parish Council
	There is far too much street furniture cluttering up our highways. In particular excessive signage. There should be a policy to severely reduce the existing number of signs and restrict the provision of new ones. Likewise, traffic calming should be not be provided by speed humps, instead calming should be by careful design of roads incorporating such things as chicanes.
	Noted
	The SPG includes guidance on ‘designing streets’ 3.18 and 3.23 refers to specifically how design can be incorporated to avoid highway clutter and speed humps etc.

	
	Broughton Parish Council
	The use of solar power should be encouraged and public buildings, e.g. hospitals and Local Authority offices should set an example.
	Noted
	


