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2.
INFORMATION

2.1
The ‘Ashley Village Design Statement’ is a document, which describes the visual character of the village as seen through the eyes of its inhabitants. The residents of Ashley have undertaken a study of their village and its environment and through consultation and discussion have determined what they feel this to be. A copy of the document is available in the Member’s room.

2.2
Village Design Statements (VDS) have attracted a lot of interest since the idea emerged from work by the Countryside Commission (now Countryside Agency) in 1993. VDS are intended to provide a context for new development, based on local character and sense of place. Their purpose is to manage change, whether that change is major new development or cumulative, small-scale additions and alterations to a village. They are about how development should be carried out, so that it is in harmony with it’s setting and makes a positive contribution to the local environment.

2.3
Local communities have a unique appreciation and understanding of their own place, and a VDS is based on this knowledge.  Residents can feel that they have no say over what development takes place in their community; but Village Design Statements offer a constructive solution to this dilemma. By describing the qualities and characteristics that people value in their villages and surroundings, local communities can have an input into the planning process.

2.4
A Village Design Statement sets out clear and simple guidance for the design of all development in a village, based on its character. The objective is to produce a Village Design Statement, which is representative of the village community as a whole. The Statement then provides a guide for developers, designers and householders when carrying out work which affects the village environment. A VDS is about managing change rather than preventing it.

2.5
VDS are in many instances adopted by Local Planning Authorities, supplementing the Local Plan policies. This allows Development Control to refer to these documents when considering planning applications and its recommendations may be taken into account as material considerations when planning applications are assessed.

2.6
The Council intends to adopt the document as interim planning guidance to the existing Local Plan for Kettering Borough. Under the new legislation the document cannot be adopted as Supplementary Planning Guidance at the present time.

2.7
To be formally adopted Village Design Statements must be representative of the views of the entire village community to which they relate.  Therefore, it is essential to consider the nature and extent of public and community consultation in the preparation and production of this document.

2.8
The consultation undertaken in the preparation of the VDS appears to be thorough and the contents of the document would appear to be in general conformity with planning policy. It is considered that the Ashley Village Design Statement should be adopted by the Council as interim planning guidance.

3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

3.1
Throughout the process of producing the Ashley Village Design Statement seven volunteers formed the steering group for the project. This Ashley VDS group was supplemented by officers from Kettering Borough Council, and Northamptonshire ACRE, who provided advice and guidance throughout the process.

3.2
Initially, all residents over the age of 16 were asked to complete a Village Design Statement questionnaire in December 1998. This sought to reveal the qualities and characteristics that residents value within the village and its surroundings. This questionnaire then formed the basis from which the Village Design Statement was developed.

3.3
In total 145 responses to the questionnaire were received. A 97% return rate was achieved, with additional copies of the questionnaire being made available for teenagers and individual residents if they wished to fill in separate forms.

3.4
This led to a number of drafts of the Ashley VDS being produced over subsequent months, which were considered in collaboration with officers from the Borough Council, amongst others. As drafts were produced the village was kept informed by updates in the village newsletter and the drafts were made available in the village hall to enable residents to make further comments to the steering group.

3.5
In June 2000 a draft copy (black and white) of the Ashley Village Design Statement was delivered to all 104 households of the village. This draft was used for public consultation and invited further comments from the residents of the village.

3.6
The Village Design Statement was considered by the Planning Policy Committee on 26 January 2005 where it was resolved to recommend that the Executive agree to adopt the Village Design Statement as Interim Planning Guidance.

4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS


The Village Design Statement supports the Borough Council’s key commitments to:

· Work to improve the quality of life in the borough and reduce poverty

· Protect and enhance the environment

· Work to ensure effective local involvement in decision-making

5.
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

None

  

Contact Officer:  Richard Marlow 01536 534246

Background Papers:

Title of Document : Ashley Village Design Statement

Date : October 2003

PURPOSE OF REPORT





To inform the Executive of the recommendation of the Planning Policy Committee to seek formal approval for the Ashley Village Design Statement and adoption of  the document as interim planning guidance.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





The Policy and Enabling Manager (Planning) recommends that the recommendation of the Planning Policy Committee be agreed and the Ashley Village Design Statement be adopted as interim planning guidance.












