Responses to Cycle Strategy and Master Plan Consultation

	Para


	Respondent
	Comments
	KBC Response
	Recommendation

	Maps


	Dr J H K Fitton


	A14 route around Kettering omitted.

Route from Paradise Lane/Sussex Place to A6 Ise Bridge

Route from Central Avenue to Deeble Road bridge

Route along Kettering High Street (including banning all powered vehicles)


	The A14 includes sufficient width at its edge to accommodate cycles.  In addition, crossing points are designated at junctions.  Not included within Strategy as NCC/ KBC do not control the highway.

Permission required of Wicksteed Trust  to cross land – discussions on-going.

It is likely that the Masterplan will evolve over time as routes are investigated and implemented.

Consultation proposed altering vehicle access arrangements to High Street/ Gold Street.  Concern over pedestrian and cycle conflict.


	No change

No change

No change

No change

	Para. 5.5

Appendix A


	NCC Sustainable Transport


	This is 4 years out of date, there is a minor works programme in Kettering. Suggest paragraph deleted. 

Reference to NCC should read “Sustainable Transport” rather than “Development and Transportation Planning”.


	Agreed.

Agreed.
	Delete paragraph 5.5 and renumber following paragraphs.

Delete “Development and Transportation Planning” and insert “Sustainable Transport”.

	Para 4.2

Para 4.4 & 5.1

Para 5.8
	CPRE
	The Strategy is practical in its approach and very encouraging.

The target of 50% completion by 2010 of the routes identified within the Strategy should be higher

One particular high attendance location should be prioritised to act as a catalyst for further expansion of cycle use.

Partnerships with other organisations is to be commended, particularly in the fields of education and publicity.

It would be better to address rural routes along “quiet lanes” where safe routes along main roads do not exist.
	Support appreciated.

The target of 50% is considered suitably challenging within a relatively short period of implementation.

Spreading the availability of facilities should provide for greater opportunity of using cycling routes and facilities.  If the opportunity of creating an exemplar facility arises then it is something the Council can discuss at the appropriate time.

Comment noted.

Comment noted.
	No change

No change

No change

No change

	Para 4.1

Para 2.3

Para 2.5

Para 3.4

Para 3.6 and 5.3

Para 4.2
	Kettering Chamber of Trade


	Support the objectives of the Cycling Strategy and Master Plan.

Disappointed that very few cycle routes have opened in recent years and welcome the opening of new routes in the Kettering area.

Encouraging the use of the bicycle should not stop at the provision of routes – other Councils provide indoor facilities for cycle parking , lockers and showers.

Concerned that some means of indicating cycle lanes do not catch the attention of car drivers.  Alternative more appropriate methods should be explored.

Although it is indicated that 44km of cycleways/pathways exists there is no indication of the comparative safety of these routes.

It is noted that utility cycling is on the decrease, more should be done to encourage this form of travel through improving the safety of cyclists and their conflict with vehicles through various means.  A better option would be to provide fewer better routes by investing in off-road pathways instead of minor improvements to existing shared vehicle/cycle routes

Signage for cyclists should be clearer and more user friendly.

To encourage children and families to cycle then a strategic network of off-road routes linking Wellingborough, Kettering and Corby and other towns and villages should be developed.

The target to increase urban trips by cycle from less than 1% to 5% is too ambitious.


	Support appreciated.

Comment acknowledged.

Providing improved facilities for cyclists is acknowledged.  Securing new facilities and specific enhancements will be on-going as opportunities arise.

Scheme design follows recognised guidance and standards in relation to cycle lanes.  Design always meets the Cycle Friendly Infrastructure Standard.

Cycle routes have to pass a safety audit so all routes are essentially safe.

Efforts will be made to reverse the decline in utility cycling through prioritising investment as opportunities arise.

All signage meets the standards specified in Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions (2002).

Northamptonshire County Council is co-ordinating a Countywide Cycle Strategy, integrating each of the Borough/ Districts own strategies.

It is acknowledged that the target of 5% is ambitious but provides a manageable target to aspire too.
	No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

	
	Pytchley Parish Council


	Pytchley Parish Council support the need for a safe cycle route between the village and Kettering.
	Comment noted.  It is likely that the Masterplan will evolve over time as routes are investigated and implemented.


	No change

	
	Mark Winspear


	On-road painted cycleways are off-putting to cyclists, too narrow, and frequently not continuous.

Lack of off-road, shared cycleways/footpaths provided in the urban areas.

Routes running alongside main roads without barriers or grass verges are unattractive and dangerous for cyclists.  Examples include the routes from Kettering to Corby, Rothwell and Broughton.

Numerous wide footpaths/verges in urban areas could be easily converted to combined cycleways and footpaths.  These routes should lead to and reach meaningful destinations.
	Scheme design follows recognised guidance and standards in relation to cycle lanes specified in Cycle friendly Infrastructure and Traffic Signs Regulations & General Directions (2002).

Comment noted, Strategy proposes to improve safe cycling provision.

Comment acknowledged – not always possible to provide high quality routes as highway space is not always available and maintenance restrictions constrain design. 

Strategy seeks to achieve these aims.
	No change

No change

No change

No change

	
	Weekley Parish Council


	The footpath link between Weekley and Kettering is poor, a joint cycleway/footpath would be a great improvement.

The introduction of a pedestrian crossing, potentially traffic light controlled, would benefit residents and pedestrians, and would also act as a traffic calming measure.
	Comment noted – route proposed as part of Strategy to link Weekley and Kettering.

Comment noted.
	No change

No change

	Appendix B
	A6 Towns Forum


	Rothwell and Desborough Town Councils should be consulted on proposed link between the two towns.

Link between Polwell Lane and Pytchley Road welcomed, advice offered on high voltage power cable in the bridge.

Regret at no links through Wicksteed Park.

Proposals for improved multi-modal interchange welcomed.

Reference to A6 Rothwell-Desborough bypass should be deleted.

Care should be taken over pedestrian safety where shared cycle/pedestrian routes are proposed.

Latimer Community Arts College are proposing increased fencing around school therefore new route around school may be needed.

No proposals for cycle route through North Kettering Business Development Area.

Cycling Proficiency Test should be re-introduced in schools.

Need to link this Strategy with the Kettering Town Centre Masterplan, particularly in area of railway station.
	Agreed – Council policy to consult on such issues.

Comment noted, advice appreciated.

Permission required of Wicksteed Trust  to cross land – discussions on-going.

Comment noted.

Comment in document refers to relevant Local Plan and Structure Plan policies – policy remains in Local Plan.

Comment noted.

Comment noted.  This is a strategic document and it is recognised that details regarding design will need to be resolved prior to scheme implementation.

The Strategy has not taken account of the upgrading of existing routes to which developers are committed as a part of a recent planning permission.

Comment noted.

Comment noted – due consideration will be made in progressing the Kettering Town Centre Masterplan.
	No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

No change

	
	Rothwell Town Council


	No footpath exists between Shotwell Mill Lane, Rothwell and the outskirts of Rushton.  A footpath/ cycleway would be desirable to provide an alternative means of transport to Rushton Community Bus. 
	The Masterplan will evolve over time as routes are investigated and implemented.  This will include rural routes.
	No change

	
	John Smith


	The introduction of meshed grill covers at pedestrian crossings would be safer than is currently in use as small wheels would not become trapped.
	Comment noted.  However, cyclists would be a hazard to pedestrians by riding so close to a kerb to be affected by a gully lid.  A matter for detailed design.
	No change

	Para. 4.1

Para. 5.8
	Government Office for the East Midlands


	Strategy may benefit by emphasising that cycling can form part of a longer journey by public transport.

Add to ….seek to pursue its objectives through partnerships with other organisation……”other public bodies and voluntary groups in the area”.

More reference could be made of different ways of promoting cycling eg. traffic calming, contraflow cycle lanes, cycle bypasses etc.
	Identified in Objective 4 of the Strategy.

Agreed.

The document is strategic in nature.  More detailed design issues can be developed on a scheme by scheme basis.
	No change

Add at paragraph 5.8 “other public bodies and voluntary groups in the area”.

No comment

	
	Broughton Parish Council
	Secured covered and conveniently located bike parking areas should be provided in the town centre.

Wherever possible pedestrians and cyclists should be separated.
	Comment noted.

Comment noted.  Approach adopted when design and cost permits.
	No change

No change

	
	
	
	
	

	Para. 4.1

Para. 2.7

Appendix B
	Cyclists’ Touring Club (CTC) Kettering Group


	Encouraged by KBC’s intention to promote and increase cycling within Kettering but feel it important to embrace the whole of the Borough to build up a network.  Suggestions also include a circular route around Kettering; a route along the Slade Valley between Kettering and Rothwell and a route past Kettering Golf Club to Broughton.  In addition, existing bridleways could be promoted for use by cyclists.

Greater emphasis should be placed on cycle training and encouraging children and adults to cycle short distances.

New housing and commercial development should have cycling facilities incorporated at the outset.

Cyclists in or visiting Kettering would benefit from the provision of a town centre site providing safe cycle storage and changing/shower facilities.

CTC encourage Northamptonshire County Council in the publication of leaflets on suitable routes and would be happy to guide short rides for newcomers.

CTC propose changes to policies contained in existing planning documents and detailed at Appendix B of the Strategy and Master Plan.


	Comment appreciated.  Some rural routes are included as a part of the Master Plan although it is recognised that the majority of these are along busy trafficked roads.  Future revisions of the document will need to highlight this deficiency and improve upon the rural cycling route network.

The four objectives of the Strategy all seek to enhance and promote cycling as a means of travel.

Paragraph 2.7 does specify that new plan making, including the Local Development Framework and development resulting from the Milton Keynes South Midlands growth, will incorporate policies to encourage provision for cyclists.

If the opportunity of creating a facility with changing and showers arises then it is something the Council can discuss with interested parties at the appropriate time.

Comment noted

Each of the policies are extracted from the adopted Local Plan or Structure Plan and alterations to these policies would need to be made formally through the alteration or review of the documents.
	Add paragraph 5.10:

“Future revisions of the Cycle Strategy and Master Plan should consider adding additional cycle routes throughout the Borough’s rural area.”

No change

No change

No change

No change
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