BOROUGH OF KETTERING

NEIGHBOURHOOD MEETING – DESBOROUGH

Meeting held – 18th October 2004  


Present:
Councillor Dearing (Chair)




Inspector Aistrop (Northants Police)




PC Cotterell




Mike Sawford (Police Authority)




Councillors Coe and Humfrey




John Nichols (Kettering Borough Council)




Sarah Goodman (Kettering Borough Council)




18 members of the public were also present

04.NHA6.
APOLOGIES



Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Tebbutt 

and John Hughes.

04.NHA6.
INTRODUCTION BY CHAIR


The Chair introduced the Police and other officers, and 


members of the public were welcomed to the meeting.

04.NHA6.
CRIME STATISTICS AND POLICE PERFORMANCE

Inspector Aistrop provided information on crime statistics for the County, Northern Police area and the Kettering Borough by beat for the year April 2004 to September 2004. Details of crimes committed in Desborough were also provided.

It was noted that there had been an increase in crime in the Northern area of 6.1% compared to the previous year. It was noted that the main crime categories were theft and handling and criminal damage. 

Crime in Desborough had increased by 10 offences in Loatland Ward and decreased by 58 offences in St Giles Ward compared to the previous year. It was noted that of the 253 total recorded crimes for the period April – September 2004 55 had been cleared up.

It was noted that the Police concentrated on house burglaries as this crime had a big impact on members of the public. It was also noted that violent crimes had increased and more were recorded in Kettering town centre, although Inspector Aistrop commented that recent press reports did not give a fair reflection of the situation. 

04.NHA6.
QUESTIONS AND ISSUES 


Following the presentation a number of questions and issues were raised as follows:

Are victims of muggings advised if and when the perpetrator is caught?

Often when someone is caught for this type of crime the Police believe they are responsible for other incidents, however, it is only if they admit to other crimes that the Police can be certain. The Police can only let victims know if there is a successful conviction. It was also noted there was much less risk of being a victim of crime in the rural area compared to Kettering town centre.

The Police are never seen ‘on the beat’ in Desborough – they are always in cars.

There are many demands on the Police and it is not always possible to have officers on the beat. 800 crimes per month cannot be dealt with if officers are on the beat. The ability to prevent crime by being on the beat is very limited based on experience and research, but it is accepted that the public feel reassured with officers on the streets. A Police Community Support Officer will soon cover the rural area and assist local beat officers.  

At Wootton Hall Headquarters there are now many cars parked – why?

There are many civilian support staff which enables officers to concentrate on other duties. The Police now have to deal with computer crime and fraud as well. 

Policemen are always seen in pairs now.

There have been changes recently which mean this will now be rarely seen. There are safety issues to consider and the number of officers depends on the circumstances.

The majority of incidents are juvenile nuisance and the Police are powerless to do anything.

This is true in part and is also due to public expectation – some issues are due to intolerance by the public. Young people hanging around together is not a crime.

In a recent incident in Desborough 12 cars were scratched and one victim knew the identity of the children doing it. The police did not respond immediately and then advised that the children named would not admit to the incident so nothing was done. Also the CCTV cameras could not provide enough evidence. 

It is up to all of society to play a part in resolving problems and not solely the Police responsibility. This incident was criminal damage.


Recently Police Officers were moved from Kettering to Northampton when will they return? 


The number of Police Officers allocated to an area is based on a complex calculation and the Chief Constable made the decision to move them. 


Following an incident where a car was run off the road I was asked to take my documents to Kettering. Also it took the Police 18 hours to attend a house burglary.


All responses to calls need to be graded – if the burglary has already happened there is no need to send an immediate response. If the burglars are still on the premises this would be different and the Police offer apologies for the service you received.


Two years ago there were 20 officers operating from Desborough station now there are only 8.


Local officers used to deal with everything. From 4th October 2004 changes have been made to improve policing in the area for example Police Constables now deal with longer term issues such as juvenile nuisance. The number of officers at Desborough has reduced but support is still available. There are now Incident Resolution Teams who deal with persons after they have been arrested.


Has the paperwork for the Police reduced? Also the Borough Council has funded Police Community Support Officers and the Crime and Disorder Task and Finish Group has recommended diversionary activities for young people.


There is no less paperwork but it has now been removed from front line officers. The Chief Constable has stated that the County needs 200 more officers but there is a lack of funding. Officers have to be distributed effectively so they are more drawn to town areas.


Following a recent problem the Police Station in Desborough was visited and despite their being Police cars there no officers were available.


Resources have been reconfigured and there is now only one Police car at Desborough.


It is necessary to own property to report crime?


Anyone can report an incident but it would need to be validated with the owner. 


Young people say there is nowhere for them to go although there is a large recreation area.


Young people are moved on and advised about anti social behaviour, better lighting is needed at the recreation ground for young people to be able to play football there. There is a need to engage with young people and see what they want and not impose things on them. 


If juveniles are identified do the police visit their parents?


If a name is known then the parents are spoken to but many victims will not give statements.


When the police do prosecute the courts are too lenient.


The courts have guidelines to operate within.


(Inspector Aistrop and PC Cotterell were thanked for attending the meeting and left at 8.16pm)

04.NHA6.
2004 CRIME AUDIT

John Nichols outlined the Crime Audit undertaken every three years and provided details of all agencies involved. It was noted that views of the whole community were sought via surveys and meetings. The main issues to be tackled were

· Reducing anti social behaviour including criminal damage and hate crime

· Tackling drug, alcohol an substance misuse

· Reducing domestic burglary

· Reducing vehicle crime

· Tackling violent crime including domestic abuse



Comments were noted as follows:

· All persons should be able to use town centres in the evenings

· Drugs are used at the recreation ground

04.NHA6.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS



Home Fire Safety Checks


It was noted that free safety checks were available. To arrange a check contact Jim Bridger on 01536 410333.


Police Authority 


It was noted that complaints could also be made to the Police Authority which consisted of County Councillors, magistrates and independent members. It was noted that the average number of Police officers per 1000 was 18, however this was only 14 in Northamptonshire. 

The Chair thanked all those present for attending the meeting.

(The meeting started at 7pm and ended at 8.50pm)
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