BOROUGH OF KETTERING

NEIGHBOURHOOD MEETING – WARKTON

Meeting held – 13TH July  2004  


Present:
Councillor Hollobone (Chair)




Inspector Aistrop (Northants Police)




Mike Sawford (Police Authority)




John Nichols (Kettering Borough Council)




Sarah Goodman (Kettering Borough Council)




20 members of the public were also present

04.NHR.7
APOLOGIES



Apologies for absence were received from Frances Pope and 

Jim Bridger.

04.NHR.8
INTRODUCTION BY CHAIR


The Chair introduced the Police and other officers, and 


members of the public were welcomed to the meeting.

04.NHR.9
CRIME STATISTICS AND POLICE PERFORMANCE

Inspector Aistrop provided information on crime statistics for the County, Northern Police area and the Kettering Borough by beat for the year April 2003 to June 2004. Details of crimes committed in the Buccleuch ward, of which Warkton was part, were also provided.

It was noted that there had been an increase in crime in the Northern area of 12.1% compared to the previous year. It was noted that the main crime categories were theft and handling and criminal damage. 

Crime in the Buccleuch ward had increased by 7 offences compared to the previous year. It was noted that of the 14 recorded crimes for the period April – June 2004 two had been cleared up.

It was noted that the Police concentrated on house burglaries as this crime had a big impact on members of the public. It was also noted that violent crimes had increased and more were recorded in Kettering town centre, although Inspector Aistrop commented that recent press reports did not give a fair reflection of the situation. The increase in criminal damage was causing concern and it was noted that an Anti Social Behaviour Unit now covered the Northern Police area and concentrated on obtaining Anti Social Behaviour Orders where necessary. It was noted that the newly employed Police Community Support Officers would patrol areas to assist in the reduction of anti social behaviour. Inspector Aistrop also advised that St Andrew’s and St Mary’s wards had now been designated as Police Priority Areas and the Police and Council would be working together to reduce crime and specific resources had been allocated to this task.

04.NHR.10
QUESTIONS AND ISSUES 


Following the presentation a number of questions and issues were raised as follows:

What is the difference between robbery and theft?

Robbery is defined as theft with aggravating circumstances such as violence. 

Are statistics available for the number of crimes committed to fund drug addiction? The number of crimes attributed to drugs equates to 1% - is that how much time Police spend on drugs offences? 

This cannot be determined exactly – much crime is acquisitive.

Drugs offences are targeted by the Police in many ways including tackling house burglaries and autocrime. Individuals are also targeted and this can have an impact. 

Are clear ups of crime increasing? Do the clear ups match the target set?

No, clear up rates dropped to 26% this year compared to 28% last year. As small numbers of crimes are recorded in rural areas it does not take much to skew the statistics. Resources allocated to clearing up crime need to be balanced with other priorities. The clear up rate is currently approximately 3% below target and the Police hope this will improve. 

For the Borough as a whole criminal damage and violence account for 3% of crime is this linked to the relaxing of licensing laws?

Not all violence and criminal damage occurs within the town centre and no conclusions have yet been drawn with the link to the change in licensing laws. Some people drink too much alcohol and the Police must work with publicans to resolve this.

Most criminal damage is low level and not in the town centre. Violence statistics include minor and major incidents and also include domestic violence incidents which usually occur in the home. Criminal damage causes less concern to the Police than house burglary or autocrime. There are not high levels of crime on the streets in the Borough. Most violent crimes are committed against young males. 


Comments made regarding the Police are not aimed personally at Inspector Aistrop but should be passed to the Chief Constable – the statistics are alarming, Northern area has had the highest increase in the County yet recently Police Officers were moved from Kettering to Northampton. Crime has increased across many categories. The Chief Constable recently commented that there were not enough officers in the County.


The Police have a level of resource and any additional officers would always be welcome. The Chief Constable made the decision to move officers from Kettering to Northampton. Additional resources have been allocated to the Police Priority Area of St Andrew’s (1 Sergeant and 3 Community Beat Officers) and St Mary’s (2 Community Beat Officers) to work towards longer term solutions. New Police Officers will receive their training on these wards. Comments made will be reported back.


Local residents have tried to establish a Neighbourhood Watch scheme over recent months, but there has been a poor response from the coordinator. It would be useful to have a Neighbourhood Watch representative at this meeting.


Neighbourhood Watch does have benefits but has been neglected of late. A suggestion has been made that the Council could assist with the administration of the scheme and this will be explored.


Flyers advertising this meeting were delivered to houses in the ward and notices placed in pubs and Post Offices. The Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Officer does receive notice of all meetings taking place.

Over the last six months how many Community Beat officers have been moved from the rural area?


It equates to half of one officer and was a result of changes throughout the County. Mike Sawford provided details on budgets available for Policing and advised that there would be no increase or decrease in the number of officers.  


Could the new Rural Safety Initiative be introduced in parts of the Borough?


The Rural Safety Initiative has had success in other areas and involves communities identifying issues and finding solutions. Communities wishing to take part do receive training.


A speed camera has been offered for use by residents of the village although repercussions are feared. Only yesterday a speeding driver was asked to slow down and responded by braking his car and abusing the resident who had made the request. Speeding is a problem for many of the local villages.


Incidents of repercussions have not been recorded in this area. With regard to the incident the vehicle registration number should be reported to the Police who could then contact the driver direct. With regard to hand held radar used by residents the Police Authority write to speeding drivers and after 3 or 4 recorded incidents would pursue the matter through court – there is no need for the resident to attend Court.


Councillor Lamb advised that funding for traffic calming was in place and Warkton had been prioritised to receive it.


It was suggested that a joint village event could be held to exchange ideas for reducing speeding in the area.


It was noted that requests for traffic calming should be made to Northants County Council and funding for cameras may also be available via the Camera Safety Unit.


As a resident of Warkton Lodge Farm I have suffered from cars being stolen, what can be done to improve security? Can intruders be apprehended?


Contact the Crime Prevention Officer for advice (01536 411411). 


Only reasonable force can be used to apprehend intruders.     


A non-roadworthy vehicle is parked in the village, properties are at risk should a fire engine be needed as it could not gain access, is there a policy on this?


The Parish Council contacted the Fire Service regarding this and was advised it was not causing an obstruction. Inspector Aistrop advised the Parish Council to contact the owner of the vehicle and Councillor Hollobone gave an undertaking to investigate the matter.


Warkton Lodge Farm does not have any footpath for access to the village or local shops.


All highway matters are dealt with by Northants County Council. Councillor Hollobone advised he would request County Councillor Jim Harker to contact residents of Warkton Lodge Farm regarding this matter.


Councillor Lamb suggested that representatives from Warkton Lodge Farm may like to attend a future Parish Council meeting to discuss their problems.

(Inspector Aistrop was thanked for attending the meeting and left at 8.35pm)

04.NHR.11
2004 CRIME AUDIT

John Nichols outlined the Crime Audit undertaken every three years and provided details of all agencies involved. It was noted that views of the whole community were sought via surveys and meetings. The main issues to be tackled were

· Reducing crime

· Anti social behaviour/juvenile nuisance

· Criminal damage

· Drugs

· Alcohol

· Neighbour issues

· Burglary

· Autocrime

· Violence

It was noted that Environmental Health did not have powers to remove vehicles. John Nichols gave an undertaking to speak to PC Dave Ambrose regarding the non-roadworthy vehicle in the village.



Comments were noted as follows:



Much crime in villages is autocrime and criminals come from 


other areas. 



Care should always be exercised when parking and all possible 

security measures taken. The introduction of Automatic Number 

Plate Recognition systems will aid with tracking criminals.



Streetlighting is poor in parts of Warkton.



Lights on the main road have been upgraded. Other lights 


require new fittings and Councillor Lamb undertook to pursue 

the matter with the Borough Council.

04.NHR.12
ANY OTHER BUSINESS



Home Fire Safety Checks


It was noted that free safety checks were available. To arrange a check contact Jim Bridger on 01536 410333.


Roadshow 


Roadshows covering drug awareness, community safety and rural development would be taking place as follows:


16th August 2004
Burton Latimer


17th August 2004 
Rothwell


18th August 2004
Desborough


All events taking place from 4pm-8pm. Free transport was available by contacting Kettering Volunteer Centre (01536 481116). 

The Chair thanked all those present for attending the meeting and Warkton Village Hall Committee for providing refreshments.

(The meeting started at 7pm and ended at 9.03pm)
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