B O R O U G H   O F    K E T T E R I N G

NEIGHBOURHOOD MEETING

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH HALL, FOX STREET, ROTHWELL

Meeting held: 21st June 2004

Present:
Councillor Whitlam (Chair)


Councillor Brown


Councillor Whyte


Mike Sawford (Magistrate)


Jim Bridger (Fire Officer)


Sgt David Bailey (Northamptonshire Police)


John Nichols (Kettering Borough Council)


Carolyn Mackay (Clerk to Rothwell Town Council)


Anne Ireson (Committee Administrator)


16 Members of the Public were also in attendance

04.ROTH.01
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Pote.

04.ROTH.02
INTRODUCTION

The Chair welcomed Sgt Bailey, councillors, officers and members of the public to the meeting.

04.ROTH.03
CRIME STATISTICS AND POLICE PERFORMANCE


Sgt Bailey presented crime statistics and police performance for the period April to May 2004.  It was noted that, in the Northern Area, overall crime was up by 12% on the previous year's figures.  In respect of Rothwell, crime had increased by 50% in the Tresham Ward and had remained the same in the Trinity Ward.  The clear-up rate was currently 22% overall, 9% in Trinity Ward and 12% in Tresham Ward.


The meeting was advised that substantial increases in criminal damage, burglary and violence largely accounted for the overall increase in crime, although it was noted that vehicle crime had reduced substantially over the last 2-3 weeks.


Questions and Issues


Policing Issues

· A burglary recently occurred in Gordon Street, Rothwell

· Residents are not aware of a police presence in the town

· There will soon be a large increase in population in the area

· Will the parish constables be available during evenings and weekends only?

· How will residents contact Parish Constables?

· Is the introduction of Police Community Support Officers a long-term project?

· How many PCSOs will there be in Rothwell?

· The people employed in the Control Room at Corby do not communicate well with CCTV control room staff and police officers

Following a scrutiny review of policing a new policing model has been adopted whereby officers and responsibilities had been realigned.  The Police were hopeful that response times and quality of investigation would improve as a result of the introduction of the new policing model.  Community Action Teams would concentrate on high visibility and crime prevention and each A6 Town would have its own officers.  A Burglary Investigation Unit had also been formed.

Although there was a large increase in Council Tax the police still have limited resources.  However, the new policing model uses officers more efficiently.  

Two parish constables will be based in a room at the Heritage Centre and will work flexibly. Both Parish Constables live in Rothwell and are hoping to hold surgeries. They will link in with the Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) shortly starting work across the Northern Area.  PCSOs will also be available during the daytime.

There will be a drop-off point in the Heritage Centre for members of the public to leave messages for the Parish Constables, who will then contact them.

PCSOs are used widely in other forces and it is hoped that numbers will increase in the future.  The Area Commander decides on the concentration of resources according to demand in a particular area.

The new "Vantage" system should help improve the quality of service people receive when they ring the control room.

Crime and Anti-social Behaviour

· Are the police able to give an estimate of unrecorded crime in Rothwell
· Will Parish Constables and PCSOs be able to deal with anti-social behaviour?
· How does a 50% increase in crime with a 12% clear-up rate compare with national statistics?
· Is the presence of CCTV acting as a deterrent and reducing crime and is crime being displaced to another area?
· There have been incidents of anti-social behaviour in the Spencer Street area
People are urged to report all incidents of crime.  There are no estimates available of unrecorded crime.

Parish Constables and PCSOs' primary role will be dealing with anti-social behaviour.  Specific incidents of anti-social behaviour in the Spencer Street area were now being dealt with.

The 12% clear-up rate is not unusual in rural areas, although the Police would like to see an overall rate nearer to 30%.  It is hoped that there will be improvements in clear-up rates by November this year as a result of the realignment of resources.

CCTV is a useful tool, especially in detection of alcohol-related crime.  The Police are unaware of any displacement of crime in the Rothwell area.  The number of incidents captured on CCTV is increasing.  CCTV is just one tool used to prevent and detect crime, and private security and diverting young people away from crime are just as important.

Parking and Speeding

· Securicor and Tesco vehicles often blocked the pavement in Tresham Street
· There was a problem with speeding traffic/motorcycles/battery operated scooters in several areas of the town
The  issues in relation to speeding traffic would be addressed by Sgt Bailey.

Rothwell Town Council had written to known HGV offenders and residents were informed to contact the Town Council if any other incidents were witnessed.
04.ROTH.04
2004 CRIME AUDIT


Discussion was held on police funding and it was noted that Kettering was classed as a low crime area and therefore not eligible for additional funding.  It was felt that people did feel affected by crime in Rothwell but it was also acknowledged that good work was now being done through different agencies working in partnership (eg CCTV in Rothwell, Desborough and Burton Latimer).  In respect of recent incidents of anti-social behaviour in the Spencer Street area, residents were urged to contact Sgt Dave Bailey, the Anti-social Behaviour Unit or the Community Safety Officer if they had any information on such incidents.   It was noted that it was now possible for the police and council staff to give evidence in relation to anti-social behaviour on behalf of residents if necessary.


John Nichols explained that the Crime Audit took place every three years in partnership with the Police, the Police Authority, Kettering Borough Council and Northamptonshire County Council. A crime audit was required to be carried out before the Crime and Disorder Strategy, covering the next three years, was drawn up.


Six priority areas had been identified, namely:-

· Anti-social Behaviour (including criminal damage)

· Drugs and Alcohol

· House burglary

· Vehicle crime

· Violent crime (including domestic violence)


Other areas for investigation were suggested, namely the volume and speed of traffic and problems with motor cycles in the town.  However, it was noted that these would probably be dealt with separately.

04.ROTH.05
FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE


Jim Bridger informed the meeting that the Fire and Rescue Service were now endeavouring to tune in with other agencies to improve the quality of life for individuals and the community through fire prevention work.


It was noted that very few households sought advice on fire prevention. Free home fire safety checks in respect of smoke detectors, electrical safety, candles, smoking and cooking  were now offered by the Fire Service.


Residents were advised to contact 0800 3899950 to arrange an appointment.

04.ROTH.06
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Parks and Gardens


It was noted that grass cuttings were not being collected and that the quality of maintenance was poor.


Neighbourhood Watch


Residents were urged to join a Neighbourhood Watch scheme and it was noted that surveillance equipment was now available to lend out on request.


Road Safety Issues


Excessive speed had been witnessed at the Shotwell Lane end of Rushton Road.


Gordon Street/Jubilee Street Factory


There was no fencing around the above site and children had been observed playing on the site.


Allotments - Shotwell Mill Lane


It was reported large quantity of rubbish had been dumped at the above site.

Disabled Access - Rothwell Town Centre


It was reported that areas of Rothwell Town Centre were difficult to negotiate for disabled people in wheelchairs and it was suggested that the area should be surveyed for possible extra dropped kerb locations.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.32 pm)
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