BOROUGH OF KETTERING

NEIGHBOURHOOD MEETING – ASHLEY
Meeting held – 18th May  2004  


Present:
Gordon Shorley – Ashley Parish Council 




(Chair)




Borough Councillor Wiley




Acting Inspector Jim Campbell (Northants Police)




John Nichols (Kettering Borough Council)




Sarah Goodman (Kettering Borough Council)




14 members of the public were also present

03.NHR.
APOLOGIES



Apologies for absence were received from Mike Sawford and 

Borough Councillor Wiley for her late arrival.

03.NHR.
INTRODUCTION BY CHAIR


The Chair introduced the Police and other officers, and 


members of the public were welcomed to the meeting.

03.NHR.
CRIME STATISTICS AND POLICE PERFORMANCE

Inspector Campbell provided information on crime statistics for the County, Northern Police area and the Kettering Borough by beat for the year April 2003 to March 2004. Details of crimes committed in the Welland ward, of which Ashley was part, were also provided.

It was noted that there had been a decrease in crime in the Northern area of 11.8% compared to 2002/03. It was noted that the main crime categories were theft and handling and criminal damage. 

Crime in the Welland ward had increased by 23 offences compared to the previous year.

03.NHR.
QUESTIONS AND ISSUES 


Following the presentation a number of questions and issues were raised as follows:


Are there any differences in crime classification between the years?


There are no differences.


What is handling?


It is where persons are in possession of stolen goods.


How many crimes are detected?


Although exact details are not available it is approximately 25% which compares favourably to other areas.

It was AGREED that Inspector Campbell forward exact details to the Parish Council for their information.

For theft from motor vehicles are statistics available for the number of cases where goods were on display in the vehicle?

These statistics are not available, although an estimate would be in 50% of cases.

What is robbery?

It is defined as theft with aggravating circumstances such as violence. 

Do the statistics provided relate to all crimes?

Yes, all reported crimes.

Inspector Campbell advised that although it could on occasion be difficult to contact the Police anything suspicious should be reported directly or via neighbourhood watch. It was noted that increases in autocrime tended to occur in spates and were often as a result of criminals coming in from other areas.

(Councillor Wiley joined the meeting at 7.30pm)

There is much speeding in Sutton Bassett, can traffic calming measures be introduced? Is it possible to have a dummy camera box to deter speeding?

It was noted that the Police had on occasion used speed guns in the village. Gordon Shorley advised that the B664 had appeared on the Motor Cycle News website as ‘an interesting and exciting ride’. It was noted that flashing speed signs at the entrance to villages cost £5000 - £7000, with maintenance of £200 per annum and the County Council had advised it would not fund these for Ashley. 

With regard to dummy cameras Inspector Campbell advised that the policy would need to be checked on this and he would advise accordingly. Inspector Campbell expressed a preference for chicane type traffic calming rather than speed humps.

The control room has been centralised in Northampton to give economies of scale and it is accepted that it takes time for staff to become familiar with new geographical areas. New staff have been recruited and are being trained. If members of the public are dissatisfied with the response they should ask to speak to a supervisor. Incidents can also be reported via Borough or Town Councillors.

03.NHR.
2004 CRIME AUDIT

John Nichols outlined the Crime Audit undertaken every three years and provided details of all agencies involved. It was noted that views of the whole community were sought via surveys and focus group meetings. The main issues to be tackled were

· Reducing crime

· Anti social behaviour/juvenile nuisance

· Criminal damage

· Drugs

· Alcohol

· Neighbour issues



Other comments were welcomed, as follows:



What are the Police priorities? How much policing time is 


spent on deterring crime? What Police budget is allocated to the 

Welland ward?

The Police priorities are burglary dwelling, autocrime, clear up of Class A drugs, anti-social behaviour issues and reduction in violent crimes. 

Details of budget spent in particular wards is not available, resources are targeted as needed in relation to crime patterns. The Police sector is diverse including Kettering town centre, A6 towns and large rural areas. Policing for the Welland ward comes from Desborough Police Station.

What will the newly appointed Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) do?    



There will be 6 PCSO  for the Kettering Borough and they are 

currently receiving training. They would only be allocated to the 

Welland ward if needed. Their main role is to tackle anti-social 

behaviour. 



Young travellers are sometimes in the village.



Travelling criminals are an issue. Neighbourhood Watch is a 


good deterrent.



Gordon Shorley advised that the Neighbourhood Watch


coordinator had recently retired and a replacement was sought. 



Issues relating to agricultural areas and the possibility of working 

with the National Farmers Union was also noted. Details of the 

duties and responsibilities of the Neighbourhood Watch 


coordinator were provided to the meeting.

03.NHR.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS



The newly appointed Chief Constable is preparing a Policing Strategy, will it ensure that crime is not displaced to the villages?


The strategy is multi-pronged and will realign resources. Different areas have different needs. Villages will continue to have a Community Beat Officer and there will also be Community Action Teams able to respond to emerging crime patterns and target offenders. In rural areas response capability can be difficult to cover and the whole community should assist in providing intelligence information to the Police.



Following an accident outside of my house the Policeman attending advised he would provide details of the driver following checks on the car registration number. Despite many requests the information was not forthcoming and a visit had to be made to Corby Police Station. 


Inspector Campbell advised that this guarantee should not have been given as provision of this information would contravene Data Protection legislation.


Suspicious cars are sometimes seen in the village should this be reported?


All suspicious matters should be reported to the Police by telephoning 01536 400400. If an incident is in progress use 999. All calls are directed to the call centre at Northampton.


Gordon Shorley advised that Ashley experiences difficulties with communications as despite being in the County of Northamptonshire the postcode is for Leicestershire.


Can motoring offences be included in the statistics provided?


This is not possible as motoring offences are recorded centrally and provision of this type of information cannot be seen as a Police priority.

The Chair thanked all those present for attending the meeting.

(The meeting started at 7pm and ended at 8.20pm)
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