BOROUGH OF KETTERING

NEIGHBOURHOOD MEETING – WARKTON WARD
Meeting held – 19th April 2004  


Present:
Councillor Hales (Chair)




Councillor Adams




Inspector Campbell (Northants Police)




PC Anthony White (Northants Police)




Mike Sawford (Police Authority)




Jim Bridger (Fire and Rescue Service)




John Nichols (Kettering Borough Council)




Sarah Goodman (Kettering Borough Council)




11 members of the public were also present

03.NH.
APOLOGIES



None.

03.NH.
INTRODUCTION BY CHAIR


The Chair introduced the Police and other officers and members 

of the public were welcomed to the meeting.

03.NH.
CRIME STATISTICS AND POLICE PERFORMANCE

Inspector Campbell provided information on crime statistics for the County, Northern Police area and the Kettering Borough by beat for the period April 2003 to February 2004. Details of crime committed in Warkton ward were also provided.

It was noted that there had been a increase in crime in the Northern area of 1% compared to the same period in 2002/03. It was also noted that the main crime categories were theft and handling and criminal damage. The clear up rate for Warkton ward was reported as 29%.

It was also noted that the Police priorities were burglary dwelling, autocrime, clear up of Class A drugs and anti-social behaviour issues. 

Crime in Warkton ward had decreased by 9 offences compared to the previous year.

03.NH.
QUESTIONS AND ISSUES 


Following the presentation a number of questions and issues were raised as follows:


A poor response is often received when reporting crimes to the Police and people often feel it is not worth reporting incidents.

The control room has been centralised in Northampton to give economies of scale and it is accepted that it takes time for staff to become familiar with new geographical areas. New staff have been recruited and are being trained. If members of the public are dissatisfied with the response they should ask to speak to a supervisor. 


The public must continue to report incidents to the Police – which leads to areas being designated as hotspots. Police resources are allocated according to current crime trends.


Problems with young children playing football in the street are being experienced with footballs going into resident’s gardens.


The Police could speak to parents of the children if their names are known, however, whilst the children are playing football they are not engaged in other more criminal activities. Parents need to take more responsibility for their children. It was noted that the Police provided a weekly surgery at the Tenants Resource Centre on the Grange (Tuesday evenings 6pm – 8pm) where incidents could be reported.


There has been much damage to cars in Margaret Road and even if the Police catch those responsible nothing happens to them.


Some culprits are caught and dealt with on their own merit. Recently someone was caught but the victim could not positively identify them and the Police require proof to proceed with these cases. It can be frustrating but the Police do need evidence. If crimes are not reported they cannot be investigated and the Police are not aware. A member of the public attending the meeting suggested that a poster campaign could be arranged urging residents to report crimes to the Police. 


Some crimes are not reported for fear of reprisal.


All citizens have a duty to report crimes.


Some families in the area are known troublemakers if they were moved out of the area this would solve many problems.


Prosecutions are likely to be forthcoming. Anti social behaviour legislation could also be used to deal with this type of problem, however residents must help with this type of approach. If victims are elderly or vulnerable evidence for anti-social behaviour orders can be given on their behalf.


What is the Police view on the use of curfews?


The use of curfews is a decision for the Chief Constable and is not applicable in Northamptonshire.


Is it possible that the same people create many problems?


A small number of offenders are responsible for many crimes. The whole community should be involved in crime prevention. Neighbourhood Watch is one way the community can be involved. Residents Associations can also be formed to tackle problems in the community. If residents are interested in forming a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme a representative from the Police would be happy to assist with this. If a Residents Association is wanted Kettering Borough Council would be able to provide support. The Council will also pursue evictions in the case of anti-social behaviour by its tenants.


It is very dark in Margaret Road where cars are parked. Could parts of the green space be removed to provide parking facilities?


A small budget is available for this type of improvement and the Tenants Forum discusses it. Contact your local tenant forum representative via the residents association. It was noted that the Police could support this by provision of vehicle crime statistics.  


Does the CCTV cameras at Grange shops work? People feel vulnerable when going to the shops.


The camera is operational and regularly checked. Many young people are decent. There is an element of fear when there are groups of young people congregate at the shops.


What is happening with the run down church?


Planning applications have previously been submitted and refused.  It is believed that a further application will be considered in May or June this year.

03.NH.
2004 CRIME AUDIT

John Nichols outlined the Crime Audit undertaken every three years and provided details of all agencies involved. It was noted that the main issues to be tackled were

· Neighbour problems

· Anti social behaviour/juvenile nuisance

· Damage to vehicles

· Speeding traffic

· Drugs issues



It was noted that it was often local people who were speeding in 

the area. It was also noted that following a lengthy consultation 

youth equipment would soon be installed in Valley Walk.

03.NH.

FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE




Jim Bridger attended the meeting and provided information on 

the Fire and Rescue Service and its new approach to 



partnership working and prevention of fires.




It was noted that a new initiative was being undertaken, in 


partnership with other agencies -  home fire safety checks by 

Kettering and Desborough fire stations. The check would 


include smoke alarms, electrical and heating checks and was 

available free of charge. It was also noted that if required smoke 

alarms would be fitted. A free phone telephone number was 


available for anyone interested.

03.NH.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS




The Chair advised that consultation on decriminalisation of 


parking would be undertaken through the summer to include 


provision of double yellow lines. It was also noted that a 20 mile 

per hour speed limit would be introduced around Grange 


School.
The Chair thanked all those present for attending the meeting.

(The meeting started at 7pm and ended at 8.20pm)
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