BOROUGH OF KETTERING

NEIGHBOURHOOD MEETING – BURTON LATIMER
Meeting held – 1st March  2004  


Present:
Councillor J Cutmore – Burton Latimer Town Council 



(Chair)




Borough Councillors M Evans and C Groome




Sergeant Dave Bailey (Northants Police)




PC Simon Johnson (Northants Police)




Mike Sawford (Police Authority)




Jim Bridger (Fire and Rescue Service)




John Nichols (Kettering Borough Council)




Sarah Goodman (Kettering Borough Council)




21 members of the public were also present

03.NHA6.
APOLOGIES



Apologies for absence were received from Borough Councillors 

T Evans, R Groome and Lamb.

03.NHA6.
INTRODUCTION BY CHAIR


The Chair introduced the Police and other officers, and 


members of the public were welcomed to the meeting.

03.NHA6.
CRIME STATISTICS AND POLICE PERFORMANCE

Sergeant Bailey provided information on crime statistics for the County, Northern Police area and the Kettering Borough by beat for the period April to January 2004. Details of crime committed in Burton Latimer were also provided.

It was noted that there had been a decrease in crime in the Northern area of 2% compared to the same period in 2002/03. It was noted that the main crime categories were theft and handling and criminal damage. The clear up rate for Burton Latimer was reported as 26%.

It was also noted that the Police priorities were burglary dwelling, autocrime, clear up of Class A drugs and anti-social behaviour issues. 

Crime in Burton Latimer had decreased by 77 offences compared to the previous year.

03.NHA6.
QUESTIONS AND ISSUES 


Following the presentation a number of questions and issues were raised as follows:


People have stopped reporting crimes as they can not get an incident number.


The control room has been centralised in Northampton to give economies of scale and it is accepted that it takes time for staff to become familiar with new geographical areas. New staff have been recruited and are being trained. If members of the public are dissatisfied with the response they should ask to speak to a supervisor. Incidents can also be reported via Borough or Town Councillors.


How does an anti-social behaviour order (ASBO) work, and how many incidents have to be reported before one is sought?  



It was noted that the first step was to send a letter to the 


individual, which on occasion was enough to stop the behaviour. 

The second step was to instigate an Acceptable Behaviour 


Contract (ABC). If this was unsuccessful an ASBO would be 


sought which would then give the Police and courts powers to 

imprison individuals should the order be broken. It was noted 

that the Police can gather information from individuals and give 

evidence on behalf of victims, thus protecting their identity.  



How does the clear up rate of 26% compare to other areas?



Anything over 25% is favourable. Town Centre detection rates 

are higher due to crimes being detected by CCTV and the 


incidence of shoplifting.



Are Police on the beat in Burton Latimer?



Yes, The new Parish Constables spend much time on the beat 

as well as the Community Beat Officer. 



Has anyone been prosecuted in Burton Latimer as a result of 

CCTV?



Yes.



An incident was reported to the Borough Council relating to an 

elderly persons fence in Eady Road being damaged by 


juveniles. The only action was a form being received from the 

Anti Social Behaviour Unit – am I supposed to continually watch 

and record juvenile incidents?



The Police ask that communities work together to resolve 


issues. The Parish Constables would assist in dealing with this. 

The public are urged to report all incidents of this nature. If 


names of those involved were known these should be reported 

to the Police, who would then contact parents



Councillor Evans added that incidents could also be notified to 

local Councillors and steps would be taken regarding the 


problems in Eady Road and Queensway with juvenile nuisance.



The Chair of the Queensway area residents association and the 

Chair of Burton Latimer Town Council both added 



that they knew the young people involved and would speak to 

them.  

03.NHA6.
2004 CRIME AUDIT

John Nichols outlined the Crime Audit undertaken every three years and provided details of all agencies involved. It was noted that views of the whole community were sought via surveys and meetings. 


The main issues identified by members of the community present were:

· Anti social behaviour/juvenile nuisance

· Criminal damage

· Drugs

· Alcohol

· Neighbour issues



Other comments were welcomed, as follows:



Are CCTV cameras monitored, a visit to the Control Room 


would be welcomed?



CCTV is installed for a number of reasons – preventing crime, 

detecting crime and helping people to feel safe. Owing to the 

revenue costs Kettering Borough Council will not be adding to 

the current system, but improving what is already in place. 


CCTV is complimented by Police patrols, security of premises 

and designing out crime. A tour of the Control Room will be 


arranged for Burton Latimer Town Council. 



How can CCTV be made more effective, young people play to 

the cameras all the time?



The CCTV system is large and occasionally equipment breaks 

down, although faults are dealt with immediately . Also now 


have Automatic Number Plate Recognition systems (ANPR) 


which is able to read number plates and track criminals and 


stolen cars. The CCTV cameras are on a fixed rotation, wide 

focus to enable a large area to be covered, however on this 


individuals cannot be identified. All incidents should be reported 

to the Police and the CCTV cameras can then focus in to 


identify individuals. Although cameras may not 
be monitored 

continually video taping was.



Is it feasible to have an advertising campaign about reporting 

incidents to the Police and the contact telephone numbers?



Sergeant Bailey advised he would try and arrange publicity 


through the pubic relations office of the Police.



How many Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) will be 

recruited for the area?



There will be 4 for the Kettering Borough and they will not be 

deployed outside the Borough. PCSO’s are jointly funded by the 

Police and Council and will be highly visible and deployed to 


hotspot areas in the Borough. 



There is a problem with footpaths in Churchill Way, vehicles 


park on the verges and the grass is all churned up – the sand 

put down to alleviate this is now on the footpath. 



Councillor Evans and the Police gave an undertaking to 


investigate this.



There are bad potholes in Pioneer Avenue.



John Nichols advised that Northants County Council would be 

notified. 



How did the food takeaway in Pioneer Avenue secure a licence 

until 12 midnight?



John Cutmore advised he would investigate this.



Who is responsible for the removal of graffiti (South Avenue 


area)?



John Nichols advised he would investigate this.

03.NHA6.
FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE




Jim Bridger attended the meeting and provided information on 

the Fire and Rescue Service and its new approach to 



partnership working and prevention of fires.




It was noted that a new initiative was being undertaken, in 


partnership with other agencies -  home fire safety checks by 

Kettering and Desborough fire stations. The check would 


include smoke alarms, electrical and heating checks and was 

available free of charge. It was also noted that if required smoke 

alarms would be fitted. It was also noted that publicity would be 

available soon. 




It was noted that additional members for the Burton Latimer 


retained fire service would be welcomed.

03.NHA6.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS



What is the current position of BLAST?



A group for young people was formed as a result of the levels of anti social behaviour in Burton Latimer. A youth club has been started on Monday nights and there is also a monthly disco. Additional volunteers would be welcome.


The Chair thanked all those present for attending the meeting.

(The meeting started at 7pm and ended at 8.10pm)
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