for better mental health
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LCTS Officer

Kettering Borough Council
Municipal Offices

Bowiling Green Road
Kettering

Northants

NN15 7G@X

28 November 2016
Dear LCTS Officer

Re: Local Council Tax Support Scheme Review

We are aware that the above consuitation is in process and would like o comment on
the proposal.

Kettering Mind is deeply involved in the care and support of many borough council tax
payers who are unable to work full-time due to mental health difficulties and rely on
welfare benefits to survive. There is a wealth of evidence that financial problems have.
a significantly adverse effect on the mental health of the population and, particularly
for those with existing mental ili-health, financial pressures have been associated with
higher rates of suicide.

With this in mind, Kettering Mind is asking the Borough Council to abandon the option of
raising the minimum payment from the current 45% as suggested in the of the
presented proposals. Instead, on humanitarian grounds, we suggest that you consider
reducing the minimum coniribution to reflect parity with surrounding boroughs
(Northampton 219, Wellingborough 20%, East Northants 28%, Corby 8%)

As you are aware Kettering Borough Council’s minimum payment level of 45% is the
highest in the country. This level has already negatively impacted disabled people’s
quality of life, as mental health and socio economic status are intrinsically linked.
Where governance is for the benefit of all people, including and maybe especialiy
those who are dlready struggling, let us not be counter-productive by squeezing the
poor even tighter.

For further evidence supporting our suggestion, may | refer you to the Aduit
Psychiatric Morbidity Survey (APMS) 2814 findings which demonstrated overwhelming
links between menta! iliness, suicide and socioeconomic context. The APMS 2014 datq,
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showed that people in receipt of Employment and Support Allousance (ESA), a benefit
aimed at those unable to work due to poor health or disability, were a particularly
vulnerable group. While many will have received ESA primarily for a physical health
reason the great majority of this group had very high levels of psychiatric comorbidity.
People in receipt of ESA experienced particularly high rates of most disorders: one in
eight screened positive for bipolar disorder, a third for attention-deficit/hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD).Furthermore, two thirds of people in receipt of Employment and
Support Allowance (ESA) (66.4%) had thought about taking their life, approaching half
had made a suicide attempt {(43.2%), and a third reported self-harming (33.5%),
indicating that this is a population in great need of support.

People in receipt of other benefits also had higher rates of suicidal thoughts, suicide
attempts and self-harm than those who did not receive these benefits. Any suicide is a
tragedy and we all have a duty to protect the most vulnerabte in society and preserve
life.

It is alarming that the consultation does not provide an option for reducing the minimum
contribution, which each authority has the power to implement. We are aware that any
cuts from Central Government do not have a mandate of where the deficit is to be
made up, this is a choice within each council.

Local actions can, and do make a difference.

Yours faithfully

s C;. /é“r,;.f} / ) {

Martin Moloney | .
Chair of Trustees
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Consultation Questions

1. Of the four options, which do you prefer:

Option 1 — An adjustment in the minimum amount that customers have to pay to around
68% to address the funding shortfall. Customer will pay at least 68% of their bill.

Option 2 - An adjustment in the minimum amount that customers have to pay to around
50% to address the funding shortfall. Customers will have to pay at least 50% of their bill.

Option 3 — An adjustment in the minimum amount that customers have to pay between
-~ 50% — 68% of their bill. Please detail below in the table.

v Optlon 4 - Freeze the minimum amount they will have to pay to 45%. Customers will
have to pay at least 45% of their bill.

2. if you have chosen Option 3 and would prefer a different percentage
reduction than those proposed, please comment below, with the rate and
reasons:
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3. Do you feel that the folowing-amendments should be introduced 7

»  Limit applicable amount to 2 dependent children Yes | | 4%

*  Reduce .ab.sence from home outside of \l’es o
Great Britain to 4 weeks

«  Remove work related activity component s | | No

* Remove severe disability premium where another ' % No

person is paid Universal Credit (Carer's Element)

4. Do you have any other comments regarding the proposed changes to the
scheme?
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Please return your completed questionnaire by 1st December 2016 to:
LCTS Officer, Kettering Borough Council, Municipal Offices,
Bowling Green Road, Kettering, NN15 7QX

Alternatively you can respond to the consultation online
at www.kettering.gov.uk/LCTS
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Consultation Questions

1. Of the four options, which do you prefer:

No pf: - Option 1 - An adjustment in the minimum amount that customers have to pay to around
ot < ~ 68% to address the funding shortfall. Customer will pay at least 68% of their bill.
ﬁgﬁ, ~ | Optlon 2 — An adjustment in the minimum amount that customers have to pay to around
‘9\, ¢ho 50% to address the funding shortfall. Customers will have to pay at least 50% of their bill.
b{ﬂ‘* | Option 3 — An adjustment in the minimum amount that customers have to pay between
/(\—\(’/ — 50% — 68% of their bill. Please detail below in the table.

Option 4 — Freeze the minimum amount they will have to pay to 45%. Customers will
have to pay at least 45% of their bill.

2. If you have chosen Option 3 and would prefer a different percentage
reduction than those proposed, please comment below, with the rate and
~ reasons: s o |
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"% 3. Do you feel that the following amendments should be infroduced ?

A

. Reduce absence from home outside of
Great Britain to 4 weeks

Yes | | No_

*  Remove work related activity component Yes | | No

»  Limit applicable amount to 2 dependent children @ NO _/
Y
t

+  Remove severe disability premium where another @I ‘No
person is paid Universal Credit (Carer's Element) o

4. Do you have any other comments regarding the proposed changes to the

scheme?
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Please return your completed questionnaire by 1st Deceniber 2016 to: —

LCTS Officer, Kettering Borough Council, Municipal Offices,
Bowling Green Road, Kettering, NN15 7QX

Alternatively you can respond fo the consultation online
at www. kettering.gov.uk/LCTS 7
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Consultation Questions

;2 ’c; 1. Of the four options, which do you prefer:

a

g’ Option 1 — An adjustment in the minimum amount that customers have to pay to around
o 68% to address the funding shortfall. Customer will pay at least 68% of their bill.

,_,‘3 g Option 2 — An adjustment in the minimum amount that customers have to pay to around
g & 50% to address the funding shortfall. Customers will have to pay at least 50% of their bill.
C/ Optlon 3 — An adjustment in the minimum amount that customers have to pay between

) 50% — 68% of their bill. Please detail below in the table.
/'i Option 4 - Freeze the minimum amount they will have to pay to 45%. Customers will
40 have to pay at least 45% of their bill.

2. if you have chosen Option 3 and would prefer a different percentage
reduction than those proposed, please comment below, with the rate and
reasons:
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‘B‘t 3-Do you fael-that the following amandments shoutd-be mtmduced ?

«  Limit applicable amount to 2 dependent children Yes @
» Reduce absence from home outside of N
Great Britain to 4 weeks Yos
=]

« Remove work related activity component .Yes W
*+ Remove severe disability premium where another Yes @

person is paid Universat Credit (Carer’s Element)

4. Do you have any other comments regarding the proposed changes to the
scheme?
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) | " Please return your completed questionnaire by 1st December 20186 to:

LCTS Officer, Kettering Borough Council, Municipal Offices,
Bowling Green Road, Kettering, NN15 7QX

Alternatively you can respond to the consultation online
at www.kettering.gov.uk/LCTS



Dear Kettering Borough Councit

Having received an invitation to take part in your survey via the totally one sided,
objectionable, greedy, downright unbefievable and antifpoor auestionnaire i found I dig not nave.
enough space for my comments in the miniscule box orovided. This was obviouslv done to stop tns
poor from voicing their objections to the four disgraceful options, so I'have used a separate sheet to
convey them, | reafise that vou have no Interest fn what the peaple say, are only interested in fining
¥our own pockets, are determined to wipe out the poor of Kettering, will not read this and just file it
immediately in the waste paper bin, but | have the right to comment, as much as you dont fike it, so
| will. May I suggest that. in future. if vou do not want to recelve comments then don’t ask for them.

The questionnaire asked me to choose one of tour proposed options TOr next year s counc tax
penefit, with option 1 being the highest amount payable and aption 4 being the fowest. It is patently
Jovious, to anvone with a brain. conscience and even the smallest regard for his fellow human
beings that none of these are acceptable. The lowest amount payable for me, in option 4, based on
this year’s coundil tax charges. would be £45.65. This is a 34.27% rise on this year's amount and
153.5% rise on last vear's amount. This vear we alreadv had an 89% rise on the vear before.This is
ridicutous and cannot be allowed to happen. | have struggled to pay this vear’s coundil tax. often
going without food and on occasion not being able to pay my full rent. | got a discretionary housing
oavment to help with the cost and have had to borrow monev to pay the final three instaiments.
still have not comoleted the renayment of the money | borrowed the year before. If the praposed
rise comes into effect next year | will not be abie to aftord it and wiil {0seé my home afiG, as a
consequence of this, contact with my chiidren. My oniy option will be to aeciare panxruptiy.

vettering borough Council already charge the highest amount in the country for struggling peopie
3nd vou now want to kick the noor while thev are down. Why are vou launchine this brutal attack on
the poor? All that will hanben next vear is that manv more people will be pushed into poverty and
many people will lose their homes. | now have to prepare to be homeless in Aprit and spend my tast
Christmas. for the foreseeable future with mv children. | am getting to the point where 1 don't eat.
am struggling to hold onto my home and don’t know where to turn, just to nav the council tax. The
council must not put this disgraceful proposal into practise. it is clear that you do not like the poor
and are putting the council tax bevond their abilitv to pav knowing full well thev will default. May |
tell vou that vou will never wipe out the poor, a Tory desire for many years, as we are the lifeblood
of this town. We work hard and try to live a decent life, despite Kettering Borough Council's
attemots to make us go awav. and we deserve better. We are not vour personal ATM machine and
vour desire to kick us while we are down is contemptable and an utter disgrace. HANG YOUR HEADS
N SHAME.

ft 1s noted that the rich are, once again, are getting off lightly with just a nominal rise. It is easy to see
where vour Torv stained lovalties lie. The council tax for the poor should be frozen atthe rate itis a-
now. for the foreseeable future. It is still too high and difficult to pav but at least it woulid give us &
fightina chance.
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