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	1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

        To update Members of the progress being made in preparing the suite of planning documents that will make up the Development Plan for the Borough; and remind Members of the key opportunities for commenting on emerging policies. 


2.
INFORMATION
2.1 A Development Plan consists of a statutory set of documents that set out a local authority's policies and proposals for the development and use of land in their area.  It guides and shapes day-to-day decisions as to whether or not planning permission should be granted.  Planning legislation requires that decisions made should be in accordance with the Development Plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise. The Development Plan, as it relates to Kettering Borough, will consist of the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy; the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document; the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan; as well as any ‘made’ (adopted) Neighbourhood Plans.  
North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy

2.2 The North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS) will provide strategic policies and proposals for the North Northamptonshire area, of which Kettering Borough is a part.  The JCS was submitted to the Secretary of State for Examination on 31st July 2015.  The Examination is due to commence on 17th November, and is expected to last for 2 weeks. It is anticipated the Planning Inspector will report his findings in January 2016, and the JCS will be adopted in February 2016.  Some Members may be invited to speak at the Examination.
2.3 The Government has introduced new plan-making legislation, which results in a change in terminology away from Core Strategies and Local Development Documents towards Local Plans. To try to reduce the confusion this may bring, the JCS will now be referred to as the JCS Part 1 Local Plan; and the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (SSP LDD) will be called the SPP LDD Part 2 Local Plan.
Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (Part 2 Local Plan)
2.4 The timetable for the SSP LDD Part 2 Local Plan requires a significant amount of background reports to be prepared and published. A consultation is about to be undertaken on one of these background reports, that being in relation to Historically & Visually Important Open Space. These spaces are considered to be either historically or visually important to the setting, form or character of a settlement.  The consultation will be a focused around gaining the views of landowners, and Town and Parish Councils to these designations.

2.5 This evidence gathering will lead to the publication of a (full) Draft SSP LDD Part 2 Local Plan for consultation in January/ February 2016.  All Parish Councils, statutory bodies, and organisations/individuals who have registered on the Council’s consultation database will be notified of the launch of this consultation.  The formal Pre-submission consultation is planned for June/ July 2016 before submission to the Secretary of State in September 2016.  It is anticipated the Examination would start in December 2016, with adoption of this Part 2 Local Plan in April 2017.
2.6 The SSP LDD will include the identification of sites for housing, employment, gypsy and traveller accommodation, recreation and other land uses throughout the Borough. The Plan may also contain policies relating to topics of design, affordable housing and protection of the open countryside.
2.7 The programme for preparing the key stages of the SSP LDD is set out below

	Projected Timetable for Key Stages of the SSP LDD Part 2 Local Plan



	Date
	Stage and tasks

	September 2015
	· Agree programme

· Historically & Visually Important Open Space

· Settlement Boundary Review Background Paper

	November 2015
	· Housing and employment land allocations for urban areas

· Housing and employment land allocations for rural areas

· Open Space standards

· Other Location of Development policies, including Gypsy and Traveller accommodation

	November – December 2015
	· Natural environment and heritage policies

· Housing and employment policies

· Town centre and community facilities 

· Tourism and leisure

· Other policy topics

· Monitoring and review

	January - February 2016
	· Consultation on Draft SSP LDD Part 2 Local Plan


	March – April 2016
	· Consider consultation responses and draft Pre-submission SSP LDD

	June – July 2016
	· Pre-submission consultation

	September 2016
	· Submission to Secretary of State

	December 2016 (anticipated)
	· Examination Hearings

	March 2017

(anticipated)
	· Inspector’s Report

	April 2017

(anticipated)
	· Adoption


Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan

2.8 The Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan (AAP) was adopted in 2011.  This AAP will cover the area of Kettering town centre alone, and is set to run to 2021.  The policies contained within the AAP are monitored to review their success, and the need or timing of a review.

Neighbourhood Planning

2.9 In terms of Neighbourhood Planning in the Borough, there are now five Neighbourhood Plans being formally progressed. These are at Rothwell, Desborough, Broughton, Mawsley, and Great Cransley. A consultation on the creation of a Neighbourhood Forum and neighbourhood area for South West Kettering (Headlands Community) has recently closed. It is expected this group will be ratified in the next few weeks. Borough Council officers are providing support to each of the groups in the preparation of their plans.
	3.     RECOMMENDATION

That Members note the update on progress in preparing the Development Plan and engage in consultations as they emerge.



Contact Officer: Simon Richardson – Development Manager
