BOROUGH OF KETTERING

KETTERING TOWN FORUM
Meeting held: 25th July 2016
Present:
Kettering Borough Councillors

Councillor Lloyd Bunday (Chair)

Councillor Maggie Don (Deputy Chair)

Councillor Linda Adams

Councillor Ash Davies


Councillor Anne Lee

Councillor Mick Scrimshaw


Councillor Lesley Thurland


Councillor Greg Titcombe

Councillor Keli Watts


Councillor Jonathan West
Councillor Michael Brown

Councillor Jenny Henson

Councillor Michael Tebbutt

Councillor Phillip Hollobone

Councillor James Burton


Representatives of Member Organisations


PCSO Mel Thomas – (Northamptonshire Police)

Mr Paul Ansell – (Kettering Civic Society)

J R Kellett – (KR.eative Architects)

Suhel Dudha – (Stirling Opticians)

Eleanor Patrick – (Civic Society)


Monika Ozdemir – (Civic Society)


Myra Bale – (Taxi and Private Hire)

Also Present


Shirley Plenderleith (Kettering Borough Council)

John Conway (Head of Housing)

Alex Jelley (Kettering Borough Council)


Amy Nimmo (Forum Administrator)

16.KTF.01
ELECTION OF CHAIR
Councillor Brown proposed and Councillor Thurland Seconded that Councillor Lloyd Bunday be the Chair of the Kettering Town Forum for this municipal year.

Councillor Scrimshaw proposed and Councillor Adams seconded that Councillor Maggie Don be the Chair of the Kettering Town Forum for this municipal year.

Members cast their votes as follows for the position of Chair:-

Councillor Lloyd Bunday – 10 votes

Councillor Maggie Don – 5 votes 

It was therefore

RESOLVED
that Councillor Lloyd Bunday be appointed Chair of the Town Forum for the municipal year 2016/17

(Councillor Bunday took the Chair)
16.KTF.02
ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIR

Councillor Scrimshaw proposed and Councillor Burton seconded that Councillor Maggie Don be the Deputy Chair of the Kettering Town Forum for this municipal year.  It was therefore

RESOLVED
that Councillor Maggie Don be appointed to Deputy Chair of the Town Forum for the municipal year 2016/17

(Councillor Bunday left the meeting and Councillor Don took the Chair)
(Councillor Thurland left the meeting)
16.KTF.03
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Councillor Mary Malin, Councillor Shirley Lynch, Councillor Scott Edwards, Councillor Clark Mitchell and County Councillor Bill Parker
16.KTF.04
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Kettering Town Forum held on 1st February 2016 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
16.KTF.05
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Greg Titcombe declared an interest in item 13 – Open Spaces in the Town as a member of the Friends of Rockingham Road Park.

Councillor James Burton declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Item 10 – Town Centre Update and item 13 – Open Spaces in the Town.

Councillor Brown declared an interest in item 10 – Town Centre Update and item 13 – Open Spaces in the Town.
16.KTF.06
REPRESENTATIVE ON THE RURAL FORUM

Councillor Lee volunteered to be the Kettering Town Forum representative on the Rural Forum.
16.KTF.07
POLICING ISSUES AND STATISTICS

PSCO Mel Thomas attended the meeting to present the police statistics for the last 24 months.
It was noted that the new format for presenting the statistics did not show a clear view, which was also raised at the Rural Forum who were writing to the Police and Crime Commissioner to bring the issue to his attention.  Members commented that the police statistics were hard to follow as they were never reported under the same heading which meant it was hard to compare with previous figures.
It was reported that there had been a 9% rise in crime in the area with burglary non dwelling being the main cause.  The Police had recently carried out initiatives to raise awareness regarding burglary dwelling and non dwelling and the figures had recently fallen.  There was however a rise in the figures for vehicle crime.  Members heard there had been a huge increase in burglary in the All Saints ward and their concerns regarding the rise would be feedback to the relevant department.
An initiative had been launched in February 2016 to tackle a rise in shoplifting figures.  The initiative would help shops identify offenders and gave the first stepping stone to issue a CPO order. 

A lot of hard work had been carried out in relation to Night Safe and as a result licensing issues had been tackled and one of the town’s nightclubs had had its hours reduced due to violence at the club.  
The Public Protection Order was now in force and Police officers, PCSO’s and Environmental Wardens were now receiving the relevant training.  It was noted that the PSPO would help with the increase of street drinking.  70-80% of street drinking complaints were from the Mill Road area and it was suggested that this area could be included in the Night Safe briefing.
Councillors Brown and Davies thanked the Police for the work they had carried out in the Brambleside ward which now had the lowest crime figures in the borough.

It was noted that crime figures for the Ise Lodge were at their highest since 2014.  Members were assured that the main offender had been arrested with the help of CCTV on the estate.

(Councillor Bunday and Councillor Thurland returned to the meeting and Councillor Bunday took the Chair)
16.KTF.08
AGREEMENT OF FUTURE KETTERING TOWN FORUM START TIMES
A report was submitted to provide the opportunity to change the start time of the forum.

Councillor Don proposed and Councillor Watts seconded that the start time should remain the same.  It was 

RESOLVED
that the start time of the forum would remain at 7:00 pm.
16.KTF.09
TOWN CENTRE UPDATE

Members of the Forum received a presentation giving an update on the following:-

Womens Tour

It was noted that the event was a huge success and fantastic feedback had been received from businesses and members of the public.

Suhel Dudha, a small business owner in the town spoke at the meeting and expressed his disappointment with not being involved with talks regarding the Womens Tour.

Purple Flag
It was noted that the council had been awarded the Purple Flag award for the second year in recognition of the diverse and vibrant night time economy.

Members felt it would be useful to have discussions with various partners to find a suitable closing time for pubs and clubs.

Market Development Kettering and Desborough

It was noted that the income from markets had risen by 9%.  There was more interest from stall holders and new market rules would be implemented soon.
Wayfinder Signage

It was noted that the Wayfinder signage project was in its early stages.  The Northamptonshire Association for the Blind were part of discussions to ensure the signage was suitable for everyone.  Progress would be reported to the forum in the future.  
Members asked that the wayfinder signage be extended to the outer areas of the town.

Timeline
The Freedom of the Borough slab had now been received and arrangements were being made with the regiment for the official ceremony.

It was noted that work was underway on the timeline as it was becoming hard to read.
Members requested an update on the Naseby Hotel and the Royal Hotel.

It was reported that the Naseby Hotel had been purchased and discussions were underway with the owners of the Royal Hotel regarding its future.  The hotel would huge investment to restore it to its former condition and it was suggested that it would be a positive step to get English Heritage involved with the project.  Further updates would be brought to a future meeting.
Members requested regular updates on shops that were leaving and coming to the town.  They also expressed concerns that some areas of the town were being left behind and looking rather run down.

16.KTF.10
HOMELESSNESS UPDATE
The Head of Housing attended the meeting and gave a presentation on the current situation of homelessness in the borough.

It was reported that homelessness was rapidly rising in the borough which was thought to be mainly due to rising rents in the private sector.  Many of the homeless applications were coming from families with children and although they were mainly rehomed in the borough this was not always possible.

The number of applications was putting a lot of pressure on temporary accommodation.  The new housing supply was not keeping pace with the need, which until last year was being helped by the private sector which was now not the case.
It was noted that projects were currently in progress dealing with prevention of eviction.

Steps were being taken to attempt to reduce the number of homeless applications which included the newly formed Kettering Homelessness Action Partnership, improving the quality of temporary accommodation, and exploring new ways of delivering affordable homes for rent.

(Councillor Hollobone left the meeting at 8.30 pm)
16.KTF.11
WICKSTEED PARK UPDATE

It was noted that as the representative from Wicksteed Park was not at the meeting this item would be included on the agenda for the next forum.

16.KTF.12
OPEN SPACES IN THE TOWN

It was noted that as a representative from Environmental Care was not at the meeting this item would be included on the agenda for the next forum.
16.KTF.13
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
· Terminal time for licensed establishments in the town centre
16.KTF.14
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Members registered their objection to the new room layout for the forum.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.45 pm)

Signed…………………………………………..

Chair

(Kettering Town Forum No. 7)
25.07.16

