
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

KETTERING TOWN FORUM
Meeting held: 1st February 2016
Present:
Kettering Borough Councillors

Councillor Michael Brown (Chair)

Councillor Lloyd Bunday (Deputy Chair)


Councillor James Burton


Councillor Ash Davies

Councillor Maggie Don

Councillor Anne Lee

Councillor Shirley Lynch

Councillor Clark Mitchell


Councillor Mick Scrimshaw


Councillor Lesley Thurland


Councillor Greg Titcombe

Councillor Keli Watts


Councillor Jonathan West


Northamptonshire County Council


Councillor Eileen Hales (Windmill Division)

Councillor Bill Parker (Clover Hill Division)

Representatives of Member Organisations


Megan Sae-Thang – (Northamptonshire Police)

Mr Paul Ansell – (Kettering Civic Society)

Averil Phillips – (Averil Phillips Funeral Directors)


Jane Calcott – (Kettering Churches Together)

Paul Richmond – Northamptonshire Highways)

Nick Clarke – (Northamptonshire Highways)

Also Present


Graham Soulsby (Kettering Borough Council)


Shirley Plenderleith (Kettering Borough Council)


Alex Jelley (Kettering Borough Council)


Amy Nimmo (Forum Administrator)

15.KTF.19
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Councillor Mary Malin, Councillor Scott Edwards, Councillor Philip Hollobone MP, Jim Harker (NCC), and Myra Bale 
15.KTF.20
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Kettering Town Forum held on 14th September 2015 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair subject to the following amendments: -
15.KTF.13 – Councillor Burton declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Item 7 – Town Centre Updates

15.KTF.14 – 
Councillor Mitchell requested the statistics for response times for estates in Kettering compared to the town centre at the weekends.
15.KTF.21
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Scrimshaw declared a pecuniary interest in item 7 –Town Centre Update, as a leaseholder of a unit at The Yards

Councillor James Burton declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Item 7 – Town Centre Update. 

Councillor Brown Declared a personal interest in item 7 – Town Centre Update due to his involvement in Kettfest.
15.KTF.22
POLICING ISSUES AND STATISTICS

The Kettering Community Sargent, Megan Sae-Thang of Northamptonshire Police attended the meeting to present the police statistics for the year 2015 compared to 2014.

The forum noted there had been a rise across the board of burglaries on non-dwellings, particularly a large number targeting charity shops and newsagents in the town centre.  The people responsible had now been identified and were in remand.  It was also noted that burglaries on dwellings had risen and door to door campaigns were currently underway to spread awareness.

It was reported that there had been an increase of sexual offences although most were historic incidences.  New laws around recording incidences of sexting and revenge porn had also caused a rise in the figures.



Questions asked and comments made were as follows:-

	Question/Comment
	Answer



	Has any action been taken on nuisance motor cycles in the Brambleside ward?
	This was a massive problem and the police do not have the power to pursue.  Work had been undertaken with residents to identify offenders and bikes had been seized from one property.  Other initiatives were also being carried out in partnership with the William Knibb Centre


	How will the amalgamation of the Police, Fire and Ambulance services affect Kettering?

	The officer was not able to answer questions on the Northampton side of the service but working together was nothing new to Kettering.


	Was anything caught on CCTV regarding the break ins at three different churches?
	It was noted that a suspect had been arrested for one burglary and work was being carried out with the other churches as they have no CCTV

	Members discussed the rise in detection rates of burglaries
	It was noted that with no forensic or CCTV evidence the police were limited to what they could do.  A super cocoon initiative was now used when a burglary had taken place, which had proved quite successful and known burglars were encouraged to wear buddy trackers.
It was reported that forensics were sent to the scene of the crime usually within 24 hours.


15.KTF.23
TOWN CENTRE UPDATE

Members of the Forum received a presentation giving an update on the review of Christmas, Northampton Road/Sheep Street Junction and Town Centre round up. 

The following points were noted:-

Review of Christmas
It was noted that the Christmas festivities for 2015 were the best for many years with lots of businesses and partners getting involved.  Planning had already begun for 2016.
Northampton Road/Sheep Street
It was noted that works would commence within the next month for approximately 14 weeks and would be completed in time for the Womens Tour.  Mick Clarke and Paul Richmond from Northamptonshire Highways were working on an engagement strategy.
Members felt that although the works on the junctions would improve traffic flow they were disappointed about the lack of consultation and public awareness.

Town Centre Round Up

Updates were given to members on new businesses in the town centre, vacant units in Newland Street, the conversion of Dalkeith House and The Yards.
Members stated they were pleased that the development of the vacant units in Newland Street was moving forward.

15.KTF.24
BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR 2016/17 AND PREPARING FOR THE MEDIUM TERM
A report was submitted which considered the Council's draft budget proposals and medium term financial forecast and sought comments for reporting back to the Council's Executive for consideration at its meeting on 17th February 2016.


The slides used in the presentation to the Budget Consultation meeting on 21st January were supplied for information.


The Principal Accountant attended the meeting and summarised the key elements of the report.


It was noted that comments were also being sought from the other geographic forums, the Tenants’ Forum and the Council’s scrutiny committees. The formal consultation period would run until the 1st March when the budget would be formally considered by full Council.

15.KTF.25
ENGAGING THE PUBLIC AND COMMUNITY IN KETTERING TOWN FORUM

It was felt that the Kettering Town Forum had diminished and work needed to take place to re-engage stakeholders and re-energise the forum.
It was noted that there was only limited amount of changes that could be made to the forum without changing the constitution.  Members’ comments were taken on board and would be used to implement some changes to the forum in the future.
15.KTF.26
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
· Wicksteed Park – Plans for the Future/Centenary of Charles Wicksteed
· Homelessness Update

· Open Spaces in the Town 
· Bus Shelter Ownership and Responsibility

· Implications for Health Service provisions for East Kettering Development
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.45 pm)

Signed…………………………………………..

Chair

(Kettering Town Forum No. 1)
01.02.16

