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16.RD.01
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Anne Lee. It was noted that Councillor Linda Adams was acting as substitute for Councillor Lee.
16.RD.02
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 19th April 2016 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
16.RD.03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.
16.RD.04
PUBLIC SPEAKERS

None
16.RD.05
AGREEMENT OF FUTURE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE START TIMES (A1)

A report was submitted which sought the views of the committee on the start time for future Research and Development Committee meetings.
Members noted that at its meeting on 20th April 2016, Council had resolved to:- 

“allow any committee, sub-committee, forum or working party to resolve to commence its meetings at a time earlier than 7.00 pm if that is its wish”
Concern was raised that members of the public had not been consulted on any potential changes to committee start times and any alteration may affect both member and public attendance, therefore continuation with existing arrangements was favoured. 
RESOLVED
that future meetings of the committee continue to start at 7.00pm
16.RD.06
VOLUNTARY SECTOR TASK AND FINISH GROUP – RECOMMENDATIONS (A2) 

A report was submitted which provided members with the outcomes of the review of voluntary sector funding for the period 2017-21 and sought agreement for specifications as detailed in the officer report. 

The Community Partnerships Manager clarified that KBC provided total funding of £271,000 for voluntary sector organisations, with a further £24,000 included as part of a multiagency support package for those suffering from interpersonal violence under a countywide agreement. 

The Committee noted that the current funding period for voluntary sector organisations through Service Level Agreements (SLAs) was due to end in March 2017. A task and finish group had been commissioned to review these SLAs for the new four year funding period 2017-2021. The group had now concluded its work and produced funding level recommendations as detailed in the officer report. It was further noted that the Executive Committee had already approved £22,500 of funding in order to obtain match funding from the European Social Fund. 
Consultation had been undertaken with the voluntary sector during March and April with feedback presented to the task and finish group for consideration. An outline was provided to the meeting regarding key points of feedback. In addition, the meeting heard that an  Equality Impact Assessment had been undertaken and was available to view. Draft specifications would also be verified by Legal and Democratic Service prior to sign-off.

The next stage was for the Executive Committee to also endorse the conclusions and commence the procurement process. 

Following discussion it was:-
RESOLVED
that the Committee:-

i) Agreed the specification amendments for Voluntary Sector Service Level Agreements for 2017-2021; and

ii) Agreed the amounts to be paid for each specification as detailed at paragraph 3.2 to the officer report
16.RD.07
PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDER – DOG CONTROL (A3)
The Committee received a report providing an update on plans to replace the existing Dog Control Orders with a Public Space Protection Order as required by the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014.

Members heard that KBC currently had three Dog Control Orders in place (covering dog fouling, a requirement for dogs to be on leads in eight designated cemeteries and for dogs to be kept on leads if an authorised officer requested it). Due to legislative changes as part of the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 there was a requirement to phase these existing orders out to be replaced by a Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO), with a deadline of October 2017. 

This transition would provide an opportunity to review existing control orders and see whether any additional controls were required. The PSPO was an evidence-based process and would be subject to an extensive consultation process involving the public, police, town and parish councils and elected members.  
Work had been undertaken to examine statistics, complaints and other intelligence which had suggested that there might be an issue with dogs in enclosed playgrounds. It was therefore proposed to consult on the possibility of a blanket exclusion for dogs in such play areas. It was also suggested that memorial grounds at Manor Gardens, Garden of Rest, Parish Church Yard and Jubilee Gardens be included as part of the requirement for dogs to be kept on leads
The Committee noted that the consultation was anticipated to start at the beginning of July and would last approximately three months. Once concluded, evidence would be presented to the Committee before final ratification of the PSPO by the Executive Committee.
Members considered that an exclusion on dogs in enclosed playgrounds would be a welcome addition. It was requested that a requirement for dogs to be kept on leads in the Market Place also be consulted upon. 

The Committee discussed the following:-

· Improving the dog fouling reporting process to make it easier for people to report issues

· Rural enforcement

· Daventry District Council’s scheme requiring all dog owners to carry dog fouling bags

· Covert surveillance of dog fouling
· Whether PSPO jurisdiction would extend to private land

Members requested that an update on the progress of this PSPO be brought to a future meeting of the committee.
RESOLVED
that the Committee noted the report on the proposed Dog Control PSPO and the associated consultation process. 

16.RD.08
YOUTH ENGAGEMENT TASK & FINISH GROUP – TERMS OF REFERENCE (A4)

The Committee was asked to consider and agree the terms of reference for the Youth Engagement Task and Finish Group as identified by Council at its meeting held on 20th April 2016. Members heard that the aim of the task and finish group was to engage young people in democratic decision making. 

Members discussed possible methods of engaging with young people, possibly utilising the mayoralty and existing school councils. It was requested that engagement reach wider than just local educational establishments in order to capture the thoughts of young people that may receive education outside the Borough. 


The Committee reviewed the terms of reference as set out and considered them to be appropriate for the task and finish group. It was noted that group members would be selected by the respective political leaders.

RESOLVED

that the Committee agreed the Terms of Reference for the Youth Engagement Task & Finish Group as set out in the appendix to the officer report. 
16.RD.09
WORK PROGRAMME (A5)

Members considered a report setting out a number of suggested items for the Research and Development Committee work programme for the remainder of 2016/17. 


Members requested that the item Dog Control Orders/PSPO be brought back for an update. Given the length of the public consultation that would form part of the work, there could be a requirement to move the September meeting to October to accommodate this request. 


It was noted that the Local Pollinator Strategy Task and Finish Group would also be submitting its final report to the Committee in the coming year. .


The work programme for future meetings was agreed as follows:-
	June 2016

	Dog Control Orders/PSPO

	September 2016

	Update on the Proposed Decriminalisation of Parking
Dog Control Orders/PSPO - Update



	December 2016
	Youth Engagement Task and Finish Group

Homelessness Update

	February 2017

	Budget for 2017/18

	April 2017

	Fly-Tipping Strategy Update


(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.10pm)

Signed ……………………………………………….

Chair

DJP
Research and Development Committee No. 1
07.06.16

