BOROUGH OF KETTERING

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 19th April 2016
Present:
Councillor Duncan Bain (Chair)

Councillor Maggie Don

Councillor Jenny Henson

Councillor Anne Lee

Councillor Mark Rowley


Councillor Greg Titcombe

Officers:
Guy Holloway 
(Head of Corporate Development)

Shirley Plenderleith
(Head of Environmental Health)

David Pope

(Committee Administrator)
15.RD.26
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mary Malin and Jonathan West. It was noted that Councillor Maggie Don was acting as substitute for Councillor West.
15.RD.27
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 16th February 2016 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
15.RD.28
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.
15.RD.29
PUBLIC SPEAKERS

None
15.RD.30
PUBLIC HEALTH PROJECTS (A1)

A report was submitted which presented information regarding Public Health interventions being delivered in the Borough.
The Committee noted that Kettering had a number of existing health inequalities within the Borough compared to the average for England as a whole. It was heard that the legal requirement for public health improvement lay with the county council, however KBC also delivered projects to address inequality issues locally as it was felt value could be added to the countywide services provided. The Community Safety team was responsible for shaping its work to help address the health inequality issues identified. 

The meeting was provided with details of the different projects that had been undertaken during the previous municipal year. It was noted although Community Services currently had a number of staff vacancies, there was an intention to continue a range of projects for 2016/17 with delivery of all projects already committed to. 
Both community-based and workplace projects undertaken across the Borough had been well received, with positive feedback from participants. Members noted an example of the type feedback received. It was heard that a number of health interventions had led to serious conditions being identified by participants GPs following health check events.
The Committee heard that a number of the projects were self-funding; however contributions from businesses were required when health checks exceeded two sets and external funding was sought to ensure that the limited resources of KBC had the maximum impact. 
Members heard that the statistics supplied regarding health inequalities in the Borough were provided annually by Public Health England and covered just the Borough area. It was noted that it was not currently possible to drill down to ward level to target projects to specific areas. Should areas be identified for specific projects, an evidence base comprising statistics would be required.
In response to a question from members, the meeting heard that there were currently 1.5 vacant posts within the Community Services team. Existing officers were covering the work of these posts, but it was considered that permanent staff would create a more sustainable working model. In addition to the 1.5 posts, there would be a team leader post created to manage the project work at a more strategic level thereby allowing the identification of a targeted work programme. The team leader position would also have additional duties within the service. The positions would be advertised within the near future. 

In regards to concerns of obesity among pre-school children it was heard that the Healthy Happy Families Project assisted those families identified as having weight/nutritional issues. The project comprised an intense course assisting with cooking on a budget and eating healthily. It had been noted that projects undertaken as a whole family had a good success rate with positive results. 
A suggestion was made regarding the possible inclusion of a healthy drinking article in Connect magazine to complement existing healthy eating articles. 

Members discussed low rates of physical activity within the Borough and forms of exercise that did not require payment to participate in. It was noted that cycling had a low uptake in Kettering, although this had increased as a result of the staging of the Women’s Tour cycle race. 
RESOLVED
that the projects being delivered by the council to address health inequalities be noted
15.RD.31
WEBCASTING OF COUNCIL MEETINGS (A2) 

A report was submitted which sought to provide members with information and encouraged discussion in relation to the possibility of webcasting the Council’s public meetings on the KBC website.
The Head of Corporate Development outlined what constituted webcasting and noted that the uptake among local authorities had grown in recent years. The meeting heard that there were significant benefits to webcasting that allowed the public access to the decision making process, helped alleviate issues of over-crowding at meetings and provided a tool to promote democratic participation while putting decision making into context. 

The meeting noted that good sound was critical to any webcasting system. The layout of the room where webcasting was taking place could assist in this regard, but technology available and the skill of equipment operatives was also a factor. KBC had invested in audio equipment approximately 8 years previously that was beginning to reach the end of its lifespan. New investment was anticipated within the next couple of years and when entering the procurement process, compatibility factors for web-streaming services would be taken into account. 
A position statement was provided to the meeting, noting that KBC’s visual equipment had been upgraded in the last six months. Limiting factors for KBC would be sound and room layout alongside staff to operate the equipment. Webcasting of meetings would play a role in the future of local government; however it was not on KBC’s immediate work plan 
Members asked questions regarding existing audio equipment, procurement of a new council website that would allow video streaming and anticipated costs of installing a new audio system. 
RESOLVED
that the topic be brought to a future meeting of the Committee for further updates including progress on the procurement of a new KBC website
15.RD.32
WORK PROGRAMME (A3)

The following work programme for future meetings was noted:-
· Voluntary Sector Task and Finish Group – Recommendations (June 2016)

· Local Pollinators Strategy Task and Finish Group – Recommendations (September 2016)

· Barking and Dagenham DNA Testing – Results of Pilot Scheme (date to be advised) 
· PSPO – Dog Control (date to be advised)
(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.06 pm)

Signed ……………………………………………….

Chair

DJP
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