
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Meeting held: 13th April 2016
Present:
Councillor Russell Roberts (Chair)

Councillors Lloyd Bunday, James Burton, Mark Dearing, David Howes, Ian Jelley, Jan Smith, Lesley Thurland and Derek Zanger

Also Present
Councillors Anne Lee, Mark Rowley, Mick Scrimshaw and Michael Tebbutt 
15.EX.84
APOLOGIES



None
15.EX.85
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
15.EX.86
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 16th March 2016 be approved and signed as a correct record.
15.EX.87
WORK PROGRAMME


The Council’s draft work programme to be published on 14th April 2016 would be emailed to members following the meeting.
15.EX.88
MAINTAINING A DURABLE BUDGET

A report was submitted which:-
(a)
Provided members with a case study on the Council’s Refuse and Recycling service;
(b)
Provided members with a reminder of the Council’s medium term financial strategy and associated guiding principles;

(c)
Illustrated the latest budget model, the delivery of efficiency savings for 2016/17 and the estimated level of budget savings that may be required over the next few years;

(d)
Provided a more detailed update in relation to the Government’s March Budget; and
(e) Shared with the Committee the latest correspondence from the Government in relation to Multi-Year Settlements and Efficiency Plans

Following the announcement of the Government’s spring budget on 16th March 2016, it was noted that from 2016/17, business rate relief would be permanently doubled to 100% for businesses with a rateable value below £12,000. In addition to extending the relief for small businesses, the annual adjustment for inflation would move from using the Retail Price Index (RPI) to the Consumer Prices Index (CPI) from 2021. Further details of the Business Rates Retention scheme were still awaited.
The meeting heard that the deadline for accepting the multi-year grant settlement offered by the Government was 14th October 2016. Based on the information provided to date, it appeared that there was little point in not accepting the offer, but given the length of time before the deadline, it had been decided to wait until closer to that date to see whether there would be any future developments. 

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the proactive management the Council has undertaken with regards to Refuse and Recycling be noted;

(ii)
the Council’s Medium Term Financial Strategy and associated guiding principles be noted;


(iii)
the key updates made in the Budget 2016 and the continued uncertainty this brought to the Council’s Medium Term Financial Strategy, especially in relation to potential changes to local government funding be noted 
15.EX.89
DELIVERING OUR TOWN CENTRES

A report was submitted which provided:-
(a) Details of the Women’s Tour programme and supporting events;

(b) Recognised the importance of offering free business support events, such as the Open for Business drop-in session; and

(c) Detailed progress being made on improving part of the strategic transport network in Kettering town centre
The meeting heard that 19th June had been set for the Women’s Tour, with large number of spectators anticipated as Kettering would be hosting the final stage of the whole race. As a result, additional interest and publicity was expected from media outlets. KBC would be seeking to outdo the performance of the supporting events held for the 2015 Tour and an eclectic mix of cycling related stalls and activities had been arranged, with local businesses anticipated to benefit from increased footfall in the town centre. Engagement with schools and young people as part of the events was noted as being very important, as was liaising with local businesses and churches. The Portfolio Holder for Regeneration was thanked for his efforts in ensuring the route of the race went through both Rothwell and Desborough. 

An Open for Business event had been held on 7th April providing a free drop-in session for businesses in the Borough to meet partner organisations and KBC. A good turnout had been achieved, with positive feedback received indicating that there was a demand for that sort of event. Planning had already commenced in relation to the next event. The Committee noted that such events could be extended to the A6 towns in future. The exact number of attendees at the 7th April event would be confirmed to members.
The meeting heard that the junction improvements to Northampton Road/Sheep Street were progressing in accordance with the delivery programme and were anticipated to conclude by early June, well in advance of the Women’s Tour. Resurfacing of the carriageway had commenced and the Highways Authority had confirmed that it was keeping key stakeholders updated.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the Women’s Tour programme and supporting events be noted;

(ii)
that the Executive Recognised the importance of offering free business support events, such as the Open for Business drop-in session; and


(iii)
the progress being made on improving part of the strategic transport network in Kettering town centre be noted 

15.EX.90
BUSINESS SUPPORT – APPLICATION FOR EU FUNDING

A report was submitted that sought:-
a) To notify Members of an opportunity to secure funding from the European Union

b) To set out the proposed bid, including the funding to be utilised as ‘match’; and

c) Agreement to submit the bid in collaboration with a consortium of authorities within SEMLEP, led by Central Bedfordshire Council.
The meeting heard that the European Structural Investment Fund (ESIF) programme provided an opportunity, working alongside SEMLEP partners, to access funding that could be used to assist targeted groups in accessing employment through KBC’s Business Support Service Level Agreement (SLA). The intention was to use 75% of the existing SLA funding to be match funded from the ESIF fund. Should the bid be successful, the total pot of money would be £45,000, providing a better offer for the community as well as providing a saving over the existing SLA. The Voluntary Sector Task and Finish Group had previously recommended the proposal be approved. It was noted that should proposal be approved, it would effectively pre-allocate £22,500 of voluntary funding ahead of final SLA approval.
RESOLVED
that the Executive:-

(i)   Notes the opportunity to secure funding from the European Union;
    (ii) Endorsed the bid, as set out within Section 4,   above; and
   (iii) Notes that match funding would be provided through the Voluntary Sector Grants.


(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 7.36 pm)
Signed ……………………………………………….

Chair

DJP
Executive No. 1
13.4.16

