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	1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

        To inform Members of updates to the Kettering Borough Open Space Assessment and the additional work required to inform the preparation of the Site Specific Part 2 Local Plan.


2.
INFORMATION
2.1 Open Space makes a valuable contribution to quality of life, health and well-being of communities, biodiversity, climate regulation, historic conservation and more. Provision of open space is an important part of sustainable development.

2.2 Open space can be split into two types of open space. The first is open space which is publicly accessible and is important because of how it is used, for example playing fields, allotments, play areas for children etc. The second is open space which is important because of its location, for example open space which is important because of the contribution it makes to the character of a settlement, these areas do not need to be publicly accessible. The first type of open space is considered through this report. The second type is considered through the report that follows, entitled ‘Historically and Visually Important Local Green Space (LGS).
2.3 National Planning Policy recognises the importance of public open space. Paragraph 73 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that ‘Access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation can make an important contribution to the health and well-being of communities.’ Paragraph 74 goes on to say that open space, sports and recreation facilities should not be built upon unless criteria meant to protect or make for the reprovision of these facilities are satisfied.
2.4 Paragraph 73 of the NPPF states that ‘Planning policies should be based on robust and up-to-date assessments of the needs for open space, sports and recreation facilities and opportunities for new provision. The assessments should identify specific needs and quantitative or qualitative deficits or surpluses of open space, sports and recreational facilities in the local area. Information gained from the assessments should be used to determine what open space, sports and recreational provision is required’.
2.5 Policy 7 of the emerging North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS) discusses the provision, protection and enhancement of community services and facilities in the area, including open space. Part d) of the policy states that development should not result in a net loss of open space, allotments, sports and recreation buildings and land, including playing fields unless:

· the facility is surplus to requirements; or

· a site of equivalent quality and accessibility can be provided, serviced and made available to the community prior to use of the existing site ceasing; or

· the development is for alternative sports and recreation provision, the need for which clearly outweighs the loss.

2.6 Paragraph 3.87 of the JCS states that ‘Individual areas of open space will be designated for protection through Part 2 Local Plans or neighbourhood plans. Evidence in support of a designation will be obtained with reference to:
· Up to date quantitative and qualitative local needs assessments of open space, sport and recreation facilities, including the identification of high quality areas;

· Assets of community value listings;

· Parish/Community Plans’.

2.7 The Site Specific Part 2 Local Plan, alongside Neighbourhood Plans, will therefore identify areas of open space for protection. 

2.8 In 2007, Kettering Borough Council appointed consultants PMP to carry out an Open Space Assessment. This study included an audit of existing open space, set standards for provision of open space and applied the standards to identify shortfalls in supply of open space. This study included the following typologies of open space:
· Parks and Gardens

· Natural and Semi Natural Open Space

· Amenity Green Space

· Provision for Children

· Provision for Young People

· Outdoor Sports Facilities

· Allotments and Community Gardens

· Green Corridors

· Churchyards and Cemeteries
· Civic Spaces

2.9 Since the Open Space Assessment was completed in 2007 there have been changes in open space provision across the Borough. For example, new open space has been provided as part of new developments and in some cases open space may have been lost. Therefore it is necessary to review the open space audit and to update the open space maps. The updated maps will be used to identify areas of open space to be protected through the Site Specific Part 2 Local Plan.
2.10 The work in updating the open space maps is ongoing and will be reported to a future meeting of this Committee.  However, it is thought to be of value to share the current position with open space provision, particularly in relation to the links that can be made with Historically and Visually Important Local Green Space (LGS) provision, also on this agenda.  Maps showing the current known position will be made available on the night of the Committee. 
2.11 In addition to the audit of open space, the Kettering Open Space Assessment also set standards for the provision of open space. The study was used to prepare the Kettering Borough Open Space Supplementary Planning Document which was adopted in September 2008. This document is a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) to the adopted North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy (CSS) Policy 5: Green Infrastructure and Policy 6: Infrastructure Delivery and Developer Contributions.
2.12 When the emerging Joint Core Strategy is adopted it will supersede the CSS in its entirety. Further work will be undertaken to determine the most appropriate method for reviewing the Open Space SPD; this work will be progressed in the coming months and will inform the preparation of the Site Specific Part 2 Local Plan.
2.13 Following the update to the open space audit and decision in relation to reviewing the SPD, further work will also be undertaken to look at whether there are any shortfalls in provision across the Borough. This will then be used to inform development principles for land allocations included in the Site Specific Part 2 Local Plan.
	3. RECOMMENDATION

That Members note the updates to the open space audit and the additional work to be undertaken to compile the evidence base and inform the preparation of the Site Specific Part 2 Local Plan.
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