
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Meeting held: 16th March 2016
Present:
Councillor Russell Roberts (Chair)


Councillors Lloyd Bunday, Mark Dearing, David Howes, Jan Smith, Lesley Thurland and Derek Zanger

Also Present
Councillors Maggie Don, Mark Rowley and Michael Tebbutt 
15.EX.75
APOLOGIES



Apologies for absence were received from Councillor James Burton.
15.EX.76
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Roberts, Zanger and Smith declared a personal interest in Item 11 on the agenda (Barton Seagrave Village Hall/Community Centre) as members of Barton Seagrave Parish Council.
15.EX.77
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 17th February 2016 be approved and signed as a correct record.
15.EX.78
WORK PROGRAMME


The Council’s draft work programme to be published on 17th March 2016 would be emailed to members following the meeting.
15.EX.79
MAINTAINING A DURABLE BUDGET

A report was submitted which:-
(a)
provided members with a case study on the approach being taken by the Council in managing homelessness;
(b)
provided members with a reminder of the Council’s medium term financial strategy and associated guiding principles;

(c)
sought agreement to the high level budget process for 2017/2018; and

(d)
provided a summary of the key points made by the Council in responding to the Government’s New Homes Bonus consultation documents.

Councillor Maggie Don addressed the Committee and queried a letter that had been sent to residents in receipt of Council Tax benefit, which she felt was confusing and unclear.  Councillor Don asked the Executive to give consideration to establishing a Hardship Fund, as in some cases the changes to Council Tax Support had meant people would have their Council Tax payments doubled.

The Portfolio Holder for Finance referred to the Council’s budget, which had been approved by Council on 1st March. Advice was available to residents who may be struggling to pay their Council Tax to ensure they were claiming all the benefits they were entitled to.

Discussion was held on the Government’s Budget. It was noted that the Local Government Association would clarify what the budget announcements meant for Local Government in due course.
RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the proactive management the Council has undertaken with regards to homelessness be noted;

(ii)
the Council’s Medium Term Financial Strategy and associated guiding principles be noted;


(iii)
the budget process for 2017/18 as outlined in Section 3.4 of the report be approved; and


(iv)
the Council’s consultation responses to the Government’s New Homes Bonus Consultation be noted and endorsed.

(Having declared a personal interest in the following item as members of Barton Seagrave Parish Council, Councillors Roberts, Smith and Zanger left the meeting room during discussion and voting on the following item.)
15.EX.80
BARTON SEAGRAVE VILLAGE HALL/COMMUNITY CENTRE

A report was submitted which clarified the Council’s intentions in relation to the future ownership of the Community Centre that will be built in Barton Seagrave.

Members of the Executive considered the following options in relation to future ownership of the Community Centre:-

· The Council transferring the asset to a suitable community-based organisation, such as the Parish Council

· The Council retaining the asset itself, and either managing it directly or contracting another body to run it

· Retaining ownership of the asset, but leasing it on a full repairing insuring lease to a suitable community based organisation

It was noted that Barton Seagrave Parish Council had indicated it would like to take ownership of the Community Centre and decide how the facility would be run and managed.

RESOLVED
that permission be granted for Redrow Developments to transfer the Community Centre directly to Barton Seagrave Parish Council on completion of the build as allowed for in the Section 106 agreement.

15.EX.81
INSURANCE SERVICES PROCUREMENT


A report was submitted which reported the outcome of the recent procurement process for the provision of Insurance Services to the Council sought agreement for the Council to enter into a contract with the successful bidder.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the procurement process that had been followed be noted; and


(ii)
the award of the contract to the successful bidder, as the Council’s preferred supplier for direct Insurance Services and Engineering Inspections be approved for a period of five years effective from 1st April 2016.

15.EX.82
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972
RESOLVED
that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1-7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended)

15.EX.83
ASSET MANAGEMENT: SHEERNESS HOUSE, 41 MEADOW ROAD, KETTERING


A report was submitted which outlined possible options for the use of Sheerness House, which was acquired following consideration of a report at a meeting of the Executive held on 18th February 2015.  It was noted that future use should be in line with the Council’s guiding principles and the prioritisation golden rules.

The report considered the following options:-
· Office accommodation

· Residential development

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the contents of the report be noted:

(ii)
the preferred option for the redevelopment of Sheerness House is the residential development option;


(iii)
a planning application be prepared and submitted, if necessary,  and


(iv)
a procurement exercise take place to identify a preferred tenderer to progress the scheme (subject to a report back to the Executive Committee).

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 7.22 pm)
Signed ……………………………………………….

Chair

AI
Executive No. 1
16.3.16

