BOROUGH OF KETTERING

BUDGET CONSULTATION

Meeting held: 21st January 2016
Present:
Councillor Lloyd Bunday (Chair)

Councillors Burton, Don, Groome (also Burton Latimer Town Council, Howe, Lee, Richards, Roberts, Rowley, Scrimshaw, Smith, Thurland, West (also Cranford Parish Council) and Zanger

Cllr Ashley Lofthouse
Broughton Parish Council


Cllr Pat Scouse
Broughton Parish Council


Cllr Robin Shrive
Broughton Parish Council


Cllr Helen Denton-Stacey
Burton Latimer Town Council


Cllr Bill Jones
Dingley Parish Council


Cllr Fred West
Harrington Parish Council


Cllr Ian Jelley
Rothwell Town Council


Cllr Tom Sanders
Mawsley Parish Council

Fiona DeBoltz
Churches Together


Mike Sawford
Independent Member (KBC)


Insp Adam Ward
Northamptonshire Police


Brian Kimpton
Tenants’ Forum


Martin Lund
Tenants’ Forum


Peter Matson
Tenants’ Forum

15.BC.01
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Sally McKeown (Ashley Parish Council), Cllr Robin Brown (Northamptonshire County Council), Jane Calcott (Churches Together), Cllr Victor Green (Stoke Albany Parish Council), Jo Keech (NHS Urgent Care), Cllr Philip Hollobone (Kettering Borough Council), Cllr Mark Dearing (Kettering Borough Council), Cllr Anthony Sluman (Weston-by-Welland Parish Council), Cllr P Wharin (Warkton Parish Council), Cllr Mike Tebbutt (Kettering Borough Council), Cayti Bilski (Churches Together), Rex Moore (Resident).
15.BC.02
WELCOME


The Chair welcomed members of local organisations, members of the public and councillors to the meeting and introduced Members and officers.  

A summary of issues and proposals contained within the budget was given, which included:-

· The Council was presenting a balanced budget despite significant financial pressures

· Savings in 2016/17 had been identified and were starting to be delivered

· There were no planned cuts to front-line services

· There were no plans to reduce voluntary sector funding

· Kettering Borough Council would not increase its Council Tax in 2016/17, which would remain at £3.07 per week

· The level of Council Tax was below the national average, with service delivery above national average

· There was a need to become more financially independent and self-sufficient in future

· The main challenges in the medium term were: the Revenue Support Grant; New Homes Bonus and Business Rates Income
· The Housing Revenue Account faced significant challenges because of the central government decision to reduce rent levels by 1% for the next four years

· Cross-party working to deliver the budget for residents and communities was welcomed

15.BC.03
BUDGET CONSULTATION


A presentation was given which provided a comprehensive briefing on the Council’s draft budget and the key issues under consideration. The presentation was facilitated by the Deputy Chief Executive, the Head of Resources and the Principal Accountant.

It was agreed that the presentation would be made available on the Council’s website following the meeting.


An opportunity for individual questions was given. Questions asked, answers given and comments made are summarised below:-
	Item / Issue
	Summary of Response Given



	As Chair of a rural parish council, how will the budget be distributed between the rural and the urban areas?

(Cllr Bill Jones, Dingley Parish Council)
	The Budget refers to the Borough as a whole, with services looked at in totality and not based on geographical areas.
(Officer comment)



	Looking at the pie chart, there are sections shown to show how the Council Tax is made up for the Police, the NCC and KBC, but parish precepts are not shown.
Is it possible to see this in print rather than in a pie chart?
(Cllr Nick Richards, Wilbarston Parish Council)
	Parish precepts are too small to show. Historically, only the major precepting bodies are shown. 
Yes, we will supply this information separately to you.
(Officer comment)


	It is difficult to follow the printed document when viewed with the slides in the presentation. Some slides did not appear to be in sequence.  It would help in future if slides contained a precise reference to information in the document.

Does the Council envisage any hotspots which could result in a reduction in services?

(Cllr Tom Sanders, Mawsley Parish Council)
	Thank you for your comment, which will be taken on board for the future.  The presentation this year was in a different format to past years.
(Officer comment)
We are not presenting any reductions in front-line services.
(Cllr Lloyd Bunday, Deputy Leader of the Council)

	The appendices and tables almost all show reductions in Employees. Is this a pay rise for employees or increased cost of existing staff?

(Cllr Pat Scouse, Broughton Parish Council)
	Overall, the head count is going down year on year.  There are costs we cannot control, for example increases in National Insurance Contributions.

The budget portrays no reductions in front-line service delivery, but this can mean services are delivered in different ways.

(Officer comment)
We are very proud of staff suggestions in identifying savings.  The Council’s officers have done a good job.

(Cllr Lloyd Bunday, Deputy Leader of the Council)



	Homelessness
Are community organisations able to apply to the Council for grants to help homeless people? An example is the Open Door Church giving hot meals to homeless and vulnerable people in society.

Refugees

Is there going to be provision in Kettering Borough for housing for refugees, and if so, is this included in the Budget.

(Fiona DeBoltz, Churches Together)

	In terms of grants, there is no specific provision in the current budget, but the Council does have grants available to voluntary sector organisations over a four year period. 2016/16 is the fourth year of the current grants period. During next year, the Council will decide its priorities for funding. There may be an opportunity for such organisations to apply.

(Officer comment)
We are at the mercy of Northamptonshire County Council in terms of how we do this. NCC has recently announced it cannot embrace and support the costs of refugees at this time, as its budget position is not as balanced as that of Kettering Borough Council.

(Officer comment)
Kettering Borough Council will consider this position in the light of this recent news.

(Cllr Russell Roberts, Leader of the Council)

	Is the Council putting too much emphasis on New Homes Bonus money, which may stop eventually?  The population of the Borough is increasing and the budget should allow for these people to be catered for.  Why not increase the Council Tax and keep the New Homes Bonus to support the increase in the population?
(Cllr Pat Scouse, Broughton Parish Council)
Increases in fees and charges can have a real impact on voluntary groups. What percentage increase has there been over the last six years to voluntary groups using the services?

(Cllr Jonathan West, Kettering Borough Council)
	We have met with the government today and have made this point. There is a fine balance to work out how much New Homes Bonus to base the budget on. Kettering Borough Council do not base their budget on all the New Homes Bonus expected, unlike some local authorities.  Indications are that New Homes Bonus will reduce by one to two-thirds in future.  This will be kept under review and a response to the government’s consultation on New Homes Bonus will be made.

55% of our New Homes Bonus is included in the budget, but we do not rely on it and are looking at other ways to invest to protect services. The Council is outward-looking and proud of the draft budget that has been presented.

(Councillor Jan Smith, Portfolio Holder for Finance)
We don’t have this information available, but will supply it separately.
((Officer comment)
Follow-up comment
There is no increase in fees for sports pitches or hire of community centres between 2015/16 and 2016/17


Following the question and answer session, the Chair thanked everyone for attending and making comments.  The budget timetable was explained and it was noted that the budget would be considered and approved by Full Council at its next meeting, following consideration of all comments received during the consultation period.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.00 pm)

Signed…………………………………………..

Chair
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