B O R O U G H    OF    K E T T E R I N G

LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP - EXECUTIVE BOARD

Meeting held - 22nd June 2004

Present:
Hugh Fenton (Northants Environmental Forum) - Chair


Councillor Coe (Northamptonshire County Council)


Councillor Mayhew (Northamptonshire County Council)


Councillor M Evans (Kettering Borough council)


Jo Kiely (Kettering Local Health Group)


Peter Nix (Kettering Volunteer Centre)


Supt. Ian McNeill (Northamptonshire Police)


David Freeth (Citizens Advice Bureau)


Kirstine Storey (Northamptonshire Chamber)


Martin Hammond (Kettering Borough Council)

Also Present: 
Lindsay Hovard (PCT and Kettering Local Health Group)



Emma Whittlesea (Kettering Borough Council)

Anne Ireson (Kettering Borough Council)
04.LSPE.1
APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CHAIR


04.LSPE.2
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Freer, Carolyn Savage, Keli Watts and Rory Borealis.

04.LSPE.3
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the meeting held on 16th March 2004 be approved and signed as a correct record.

04.LSPE.4
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Voluntary Sector Infrastructure


Peter Nix gave an update on the current situation and progress made regarding the new voluntary sector infrastructure.  

It was felt that it was important to ensure that the Borough Council's voluntary sector review coincided with the NCC long-term infrastructure funding allocation.  It was also noted with concern that no funding had yet been allocated for finance and training.

SRB Handover

It was noted that the summary document of SRB projects referred to in Minute 03.LSPE.32 had not yet been finalised.



County Community Strategy


It was noted that this had now been set and a launch date agreed.  A meeting had been held on 21st June between districts to determine who would take the lead on specific issues.  A further meeting was planned to discuss local and county issues.


It was noted that all panels were now reviewing the Kettering Borough Community Plan.  Connectivity with the County Community Strategy would be maintained.


Other Panels 


In relation to minute 03.LSEP.31, it was noted that individual panels had been informed of comparable panels elsewhere.


Atkins Master Plan


A meeting had been held with Atkins and a final document would be published in the near future.


Property Issues - Voluntary Sector


In relation to minute no. 03.LPSE.31, it was noted that a former factory in Kettering had been identified, which, following conversion, would be suitable for use by the voluntary sector.  

04.LSPE.5
A509 ISHAM TO WELLINGBOROUGH IMPROVEMENT


A report was submitted which informed the Board of the current position regarding the above by-pass.



Mike Hicks of Northamptonshire County Council gave a summary of alternative routes for the proposed by-pass which had been considered by a reference group set up to look at issues regarding the improvement of the A509.  Three routes were now being consulted upon.  It was noted that public exhibitions had been held in Wellingborough and Little Harrowden and the views of the Board would be reported verbally to the Council's Cabinet on 29th June 2004.


A plan detailing the three routes was circulated at the meeting and debate ensued on each of the options.


During the debate reference was made to the previous options.  However, it was noted that previous options, particularly Route 5, were not now under consideration.  Route 5 would have been ineffective in taking traffic out of Isham and would have had environmental implications for Burton Latimer residents.  Route 5 also passed through a flood plain.


It was noted that the Police had indicated a preference for Route 2.4


An update was given on the current position regarding the A43 Corby Link Road.


04.LSPE.6
SOCIAL CAPITAL SURVEY FOR KETTERING


Lindsay Hovard and Jo Kiely of the Primary Care Trust presented an outline of work proposed to be carried out by the PCT in Kettering during the period June to December 2004.


It was noted that the work followed-on from a pilot study conducted in the Kingswood area of Corby in 2003.  It was now proposed to carry out a Social Capital Survey in the Warkton Ward of Kettering Borough.  The proposed questionnaire was presented for comment.


Discussion was held on possible further work that could be carried out through the Social Capital Survey in partnership with Kettering Borough Council and the Police.  It was felt that the outcomes of such work would be of considerable value to both the Police and the Council in setting future priorities.  It was felt that it may be possible to link in with existing groups to help gain information and to enlist help with the survey.  The view was also expressed that it would be very useful to collate comparative information by carrying out the survey in another ward as well as the Warkton Ward. 


It was noted that the questionnaire could be completed through interview if required.


04.LSPE.7
RELOCATION OF PCT HEADQUARTERS


A report was submitted detailing options for relocation of the PCT Headquarters.


An aerial view map showing two options for the relocation was circulated at the meeting.


Discussion was held on the possibility of joint working in terms of premises.  It was noted that the move was planned for the end of 2005.  Details were given of work currently being undertaken in relation to joint offices for the public sector.  It was noted that the Police were in urgent need of a new custody site covering Kettering, Corby and Wellingborough.  It was also noted that there was a need to identify a parking area for the Community Transport minibuses.


It was reported that the Northamptonshire County Council were consulting on the Local Transport Plan during September and October 2004 and that it was expected that the Board would have the opportunity to put forward its views on travel planning in the Borough.


04.LSPE.8
MILTON KEYNES AND SOUTH MIDLANDS LOCAL DELIVERY VEHICLE


An update was given on the current position regarding the above and a paper was circulated detailing the role of North Northamptonshire in the sustainable communities plan.


An overview was given of the role of the Joint Planning Committee, which would be supported by a joint Planning Team.  It was noted that there would be a 10-week consultation period during July/August with a final report being made in September/October. The LSP Executive would be consulted at its meeting to be held on 14th September 2004 and panels would also have the opportunity to feed into the consultation process.  It was also noted that the Examination in Public would be likely to report during July.


Comments made by Carolyn Savage in relation to the work of the Post-16 Group, which had been set up to investigate further education and learning in the County,  were noted.


Debate ensued on the provision of further and higher education in the County.  It was reported that the Corby LSP were currently looking at higher and further education provision and the Learning and Skills Council were currently carrying out a Strategic Area Review into higher and further education provision in North Northamptonshire.

04.LSPE.9
COMMUNITY PLAN REVIEW AND PANEL UPDATE


The 2004 Community Plan Review Timetable was submitted for comment and consideration.


It was noted that each Panel would carry out its own review with drafts to be produced by 1st September 2004.


The State of the Borough Debate, to be held on 15th September 2004, was likely to be held during separate afternoon and evening sessions and would focus on the six themes of the Panels with an emphasis on partnerships.  The afternoon session would be dedicated to panel and partner consultation whilst the evening session would provide an opportunity for members to debate issues raised.


During discussion on the planned State of the Borough Debate the following suggestions were made:-

· An afternoon session should commence at 5.00-5.30 pm as participants would find it difficult to attend at 3.00 pm. 

· Members of the public should be encouraged to participate

· General marketing and publicity for the event should be sent out with other material (eg agendas) in the run up to the debate

· Partners should be utilised to encourage people to attend

· Business should have the opportunity to comment on a summary of objectives

· A more appealing name for the State of the Borough debate should be used

A proposed Community Strategy Template was submitted for information.


04.LSPE.10
PARTNER NEWSROUND


Health Housing and Social Care Panel


It was noted that an awayday had been organised to take place on 8th July 2004 to carry out a review of the Community Plan objectives.


A jointly funded PCT/KBC post  was now being advertised.  The post would focus on streamlining of services.


Enterprise Kettering


It was noted that a meeting had been held between Lord Rooker and the business community.  A business crime survey had been undertaken across all Chambers and over 100 businesses in North Northamptonshire had responded.  The results of the survey would be considered by the Community Safety Partnership but main issues appeared to be burglary and damage to property and vehicles.  The average cost per crime to businesses was estimated to be approximately £2,000.


It was noted that Northamptonshire Chamber was currently moving offices to Moulton Park, Northampton.


It was noted that Enterprise Kettering was looking at setting up monthly newsletters.


Community Safety Partnership


The draft Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy was circulated and discussed.  The interdependency between agencies was particularly noted and the current police review was outlined.


It was felt that an LSP sub-group could help determine Local Police Priority Areas as well as look at cutting across all areas and issues such as links with violence and anti-social behaviour, licensing, health etc.


Discussion was held on the constitution of a sub-group and the possible winding up of the Town Centre Violence Sub-Group. Five main areas were noted as emerging from the Crime Strategy (Anti-social behaviour; drugs and alcohol; house burglary; vehicle crime; violent crime). 


Discussion was also held on new police powers to issue fixed penalties for anti-social behaviour. 


It was noted that the Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy was now being consulted upon and any views would be welcomed by the Police.



Environment Panel

Housing Conference: 
It was reported that Eco-Housing model schemes were being developed.  It was noted that the Conference also looked at ways of dealing with homeless people and involving new social housing.

Recycling:  It was reported that a major publicity campaign was being planned to take place during August prior to launch of the scheme in October.

Untaxed Vehicles:  A major initiative was being undertaken in the St. Andrews and St. Mary's wards.

Flytipping:  A first prosecution was being sought..

Lifelong Learning Panel

An update was given on the Learning and Skills Council restructuring.  It was noted that a new Director of Performance and Delivery had been appointed and a new Executive Director had been appointed from 1st July.  The 14-19 Learning Strategy was due to be consulted upon.   A key issue had emerged relating to the very low level of qualifications amongst working adults in the county.  It was noted that this issue was due to be discussed at the next meeting of the Panel.

04.LSPE.11
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS


04.LSPE.12
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


It was noted that the Kettering Borough website  was being upgraded and would include links to the LSP.

04.LSPE.13
EMMA WHITTLESEA


It was noted that Emma Whittlesea was leaving Kettering Borough Council on the 16th July.  Emma was thanked for her hard work and valuable contribution to the Kettering Partnership.

(The meeting started at 9.30 am and ended at 12.15 pm)

Signed ……………………………………………………..

Chair

AI

RESOLVED	that the document be circulated to members of the LSP Executive Board as soon as possible.





RESOLVED	that the Local Strategic Partnership Executive Board support Route 2.4 as the preferred option.





RESOLVED	that:-





	(i)	a Social Capital Survey be conducted in the Warkton and St Andrew's Wards;





	(ii)	Kettering Borough Council contribute to resources for conducting the survey by allocating staff time to cover the survey in the Warkton Ward; and





	(iii)	the PCT cover the St Andrew's Ward.





RESOLVED		that discussions continue regarding the joint provision of premises in Kettering taking into account issues raised at the meeting.





RESOLVED	that individual panel updates be circulated with the minutes of the meeting.





RESOLVED		that:-





	(i)	comments on the draft Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy be submitted directly to Supt. Ian McNeill; 





	(ii)	a Partnership sub-group be supported to comprise of representatives of the police, KBcC PCT, Magistrates Courts, CPs, licensees and retailers, and chaired by the  Chair or Deputy Chair of the LSP Executive; and





	(iii)	Additional members of the sub-group be determined by the Police.





RESOLVED		that the following items be placed on the agenda for the next meeting:-





Meeting dates for the ensuing 12 months


Community Plan Review Update


LSP Priorities and suggested action plan


Developing the LSP performance framework


The future of NCC Area Committees including the Kettering Area Forum


Networking of LSPs








RESOLVED	that Hugh Fenton be appointed Deputy Chair of the Local Strategic Partnership Executive Board.








(LSP Executive No. 1)

22.6.04

