
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

POLICY AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 10th November 2004 

Present:

Councillor L. Henson (Chair),

Councillors Don, R. Groome, Harrison, Hollobone, Jones, King and Wiley.

Also Present:
Councillor Corazzo 




Councillor Tebbutt

Allen Graham (Deputy Chief Executive)

Nick Chapman (Environment Control Manager)

Val Hitchman (Head of Community Services)

Steve Isbister (Head of Environmental Health)

Cathy Hipkin (Head of Income and Debt Management)

Ian White (Committee Administrator)

04.PI.14
APOLOGIES AND SUBSTITUTIONS

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors M. and T. Evans for whom Councillors Jones and Harrison were acting as substitutes.

04.PI.15
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 14th September 2004 be approved and signed by the Chair.

04.PI.16
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor R. Groome decalred a personal in respect of item A3 as a Committee member of a youth organisation in Burton Latimer.

04.PI.17
CONSULTATION ON DECRIMINALISATION OF PARKING OFFENCES (A2)

A report was submitted that updated the Committee in respect of the current situation regarding the consultation process on decriminalisation of parking offences.

Members noted that contact had been made with W.S. Atkins, the County Council’s partners in respect of this issue, regarding  the display of consultation material at Desborough Library. It was anticipated that this would be provided in the near future, and would be of similar content to other consultative exhibitions that had taken place elsewhere in the Borough. It was noted that consultation material was also available on the Council’s website.

Further to the above, members also expressed concern with regard to the current situation in respect of traffic enforcement in Kettering town centre, due to the reduction in the number of Traffic Wardens. Members would be informed of any planned re-allocation of the Police’s existing funding for traffic enforcement matters, in view of the changed circumstances  brought about by the introduction of Community Police Support Officers (CPSOs), and the reduction in Traffic Wardens.

It was noted, however, that discussions were ongoing with the Police in respect of the interim provision of additional traffic enforcement personnel, and that a resolution was anticipated in the near future. Members also noted the situation with regard to PCSOs being able to undertake traffic enforcement in other towns appeared to differ, and that this would be taken up with the Police. However, members were aware that the final decision rested with the Police.

Members also expressed concern that Residents Parking Schemes were not being enforced, even though the fees were still being paid.


RESOLVED

that:-

i) a briefing note in respect of the issues raised above be sent to members, and a further report be submitted to the March 2005 meeting of the Committee;

ii) the results of the Consultation be brought to a future meeting of the Policy and Improvement Committee for further scrutiny and input; and

iii) the Committee supports the Executive and Steering group in any pressure necessary to bring forward the implementation date to assist the management of public expectations.


04.PI.18
ACCESS TO FACILITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE (A3)



A report was submitted that sought to inform members of the Council’s Young People’s Strategy, and outlined progress on the prioritised action plan. It also invited discussion about future policy and direction in respect of this issue. In order to assist them in their deliberations on the matter, members of the Committee received copies of the existing Young People’s Strategy, and the Action Plan emanating from it. Also provided were details of the Council’s Partner organisations, and the results of the consultation undertaken as part of the State of the Borough process in 2004.

It was suggested by members that a further column should be added to the Action Plan in order that progress on initiatives could be recorded.

Members raised queries in respect of whether the existing times for the provision of access to transport were appropriate, and also if there was any indication currently as to how the process would work when considering future applications for the funding of such transport. 

Members were informed that the timings for the scheme had been agreed by a Steering Group. With regard to funding, although there was no decision yet as to future funding, members were appraised of the amounts available for this issue,  and of proposed linkages of schemes to provide additional funds. 

With regard to access to information, it was noted that there was currently no reference to the Zone on the Council’s website. This would be included at the earliest opportunity.

Additionally, members sought further information with regard to levels of inclusion in respect of play schemes, and provision for children of eleven years and over. Details of costs, levels of take-up and access were provided, including discussions with Kettering Library with regard to a joint approach to such initiatives. Further reviews into the provision could be carried out in conjunction with the Student Council.

With regard to the level of response to the questionnaire in respect of the State of the Borough debate, it was considered that it might be beneficial to approach schools in order to get forms completed in the future, and to feedback to them and the local media regarding outcomes.

It was also considered that regard should be had to the differing needs of young people form the various parts of the Borough, when developing strategies.

Members went on to consider a way forward in order that the strategy could be developed in the future. It was noted that the Council currently had a Task and Finish Group that was examining Crime, Disorder and Anti-Social Behaviour, and also a task and Finish group in respect of the Best Value review of Culture, Leisure and Sport. Both of these bodies were considering issues that related to young people that would provide input to the development of access to facilities for young people and related strategies. It was considered that it would be vital to receive input from the Groups before finalising any developments to the strategies for young people.

In view of the above, it was 

RESOLVED

that:-

i) the Crime, Disorder and Anti-Social Behaviour Task and Finish Group, and The Task and Finish Group for the Best Value Review of Culture, Leisure and Sport be requested to concentrate on youth issues at their upcoming meetings, and pass on their recommendations to the Head of Community Services to be included in a further report on this topic to be brought to a meeting of this Committee as soon as possible; and

ii)
members other comments on the report be noted.

04.PI.19
NEIGHBOURHOOD CLEANLINESS TASK AND FINISH GROUP (A4)
A report was submitted that outlined the work completed by the Neighbourhood Cleanliness Task and Finish Group. Details were also provided of the Group’s Terms of Reference, and progress in meeting them to date. A summary of initiatives taken up by the Group was also provided. 

An update in respect of the Council’s performance against BVPI 199 (Neighbourhood Cleanliness) was provided, as well as performance against DEFRA targets and national average figures. This indicated that the Council was performing well, although further work with regard to interpretation of the requirements of these standards was being undertaken.

During consideration of the report, members raised a number of issues and were given responses in respect of them. These are detailed at Appendix ‘A’ to these minutes.

In view of the above, it was 

RESOLVED
that the items raised be referred to the final meeting of the Task and Finish Group, with a report on the outcomes to be submitted to the next meeting of this Committee.

04.PI.20
WORK PROGRAMME (A1)
An updated copy of the Work programme was distributed to members.

It was noted that a report on Fees and Charges was being considered at the next meeting of the Executive, and that a report would be brought for this Committee to consider early next year.

A report on the Council’s Eco-friendly status would be submitted to the next meeting of the Committee.

Members noted that were due to receive a report on the Council’s Strategy in respect of Older People at its next meeting. The following were identified as items that members would wish to see refered to in that report:-

· An overview of the existing situation

· Linkages with other similar strategies

· Fire safety provision in sheltered accommodation

· Use of other information that is available regarding this issue to formulate a scoping report

· Review of current strategies/policies to extract relevant information and cross-reference it

· Provision for elderly people in rural areas (including transport)

· Provision of free access to leisure facilities

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 9.05pm)

Signed__________________________________________

Chair

iw

POLICY AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

10th November 2004

ISSUES RAISED IN RESPECT OF THE REPORT OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD CLEANLINESS TASK AND FINISH GROUP

	Issue


	Queries
	Response/Comment

	Litter Warden/Bins
	Coverage of areas by warden; provision of more bins; sponsorship of bins
	Warden targets problem areas over a 2 weekly programme ; provision of more bins is supported but would have an effect on budgets due to additional collection costs; sponsorship can be explored.

	‘Little Gem’


	Need for wider and/or more prolonged usage
	Health and safety issues affecting public to be taken into account; closure of streets to be investigated.

	Fly-tipping


	Progress of meetings with landowners
	Meeting held. Reviewing value of meeting given proposed changes involving Cunliffe Drive site

	Task and Finish Group
	Number of meetings
	Good practice example of T&F process

	Takeaway Food Shops
	Correct location for bins; hand sweeping of streets.
	Target areas where food is finished/dropped; liaise with businesses to assist on a voluntary basis; briefing paper to members re hand sweeping and access issues

	Christmas/New Year period
	Plans for improvements for the forthcoming festive season after last year 
	Details of plans to be submitted to members

	Graffiti


	Availability of ‘Little Gem’ on private property
	To be investigated and report back

	Fly-posting


	Details of action taken
	Details provided

	‘Keep Kettering Beautiful’ campaign
	Progress update
	To be referred to next Task and Finish Group

	Damaged verges 
	Progress update
	Check with Environment Manager and report back; further report being submitted to Monitoring and Audit Committee in Nov. 2004 as part of grounds maintenance scrutiny.

	Stubber plates on bins
	Provision of ‘ridges’
	To be fitted to all bins; will examine modifications

	Recycling points


	Provision to deal with ‘overflow’
	Contractor to be asked to collect more frequently

	Cars/Advertising on verges
	Progress update
	Dealt with by Planning Enforcement Officers; progress to be monitored.

	PR


	Progress update
	Review provision and initiatives; enlist ward members help.
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