BOROUGH OF KETTERING

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 4th October 2004


Present:
Julie Miller (Independent Member) Chair




Borough Councillor Ruth Groome  




Mark Bower, Lloyd Landry (Independent Members)




Gordon Shorley (Parish Council Representative)


Also Present: Jonathan Eatough (Monitoring Officer)




Sarah Goodman (Committee Administrator)

04.STA.7

APOLOGIES




Apologies for absence were received from Councillors T 


Evans and Rennie, Margaret Talbot and Councillor Ruth 


Groome for her late arrival. 
04.STA.8

MINUTES






04.STA.9

MATTERS OF URGENCY




None.
04.STA.10

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST




None.

04.STA.11

THE THIRD ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF STANDARDS 


COMMITTEES (A1)





A report was submitted advising the Committee of the 


outcomes of the third annual assembly of standards 



committees and requesting it to consider if any changes 


were required to its work programme. 




Discussion  ensued on training needs for ethical 



standards and it was noted that the Standards Board for 


England may change its processes in order that cases 


could be dealt with more quickly. It was noted that formal 


consultation with members on the code of conduct would 


be undertaken later in 2004. 




It was noted that a training event would be held on 21st 


February 2005 for Town and Parish Councillors.












04.STA.12

DISPENSATION FOR WEEKLEY PARISH 




COUNCIL(A2)






A report was submitted asking members to consider 



the granting of dispensation to members of Weekley 



Parish Council in accordance with The Relevant 



Authorities (Standards Committee) (Dispensations) 



Regulations 2002. 




It was noted that most members of the Parish Council 


were employed by, or were tenants of Boughton Estates. 


It was  






04.STA.13

EMAIL AND INTERNET POLICY AND PROTOCOL 



FOR MEMBERS (A3)




A report was submitted requesting the Committee to 



consider if any changes should be recommended to the 


email and internet policy and protocol for members. 




It was noted that comments had not yet been received 


from IT Services. The Committee made the following 



comments:

1. The use of letterheads on external email should be treated with caution as these could be abused.

2. Page 5, point 16 should be amended to read …anyone found retaining in inappropriate files….

3. Check if ‘spoof’ emails could be sent purporting to be from the Council.

It was 


(Councillor R Groome joined the meeting at 7.30pm)

The meeting started at 7pm and ended at 7.44pm)

Signed………………………………………………………..

Chair

STANDARDS COMMITTEE 4th October 2004

ACTION SHEET

	Minute Number
	Action Required
	By Whom
	By When

	2/2/04
	
	
	

	03.STA.27
	Training on local determinations at each meeting
	JME/ Chair
	Ongoing

	03.STA.27
	Provide details of local determination hearings to members 
	JME
	Ongoing 

	03.STA .28
	Amend constitution on staff code of conduct
	JME
	Awaiting final regulations

	03.STA.28
	Draft a  bullet point list for those staff dealing with contractors
	JME
	5/4/04

	03.STA.30
	MO to clarify recommendation (e)
	JME
	ASAP

	03.STA.30
	Procedure for cases reported to the Chair of Standards
	JME
	5/4/04

	5/4/04
	
	
	

	03.STA.36
	Provide evening training session
	JME/Chair
	July 2004 

	03.STA.36
	Contact Peter Keith-Lucas to ascertain use of training material
	JME
	ASAP

	03.STA.36
	Incorporate standards training in all members training sessions
	JME
	Ongoing

	03.STA.37
	Amended processes be circulated to Standards Committee members
	JME
	Part of project plan for amending constitution



	4/10/04
	
	
	

	04.STA.11
	Training event for Councillors to be held in February/March 2005 
	JME
	31/03/05

	04.STA.13
	Email and internet policy to next meeting
	JME
	17/1/05


RESOLVED		


that the minutes of the meeting held on  5th July 2004 be approved and signed by the Chair. 





RESOLVED


That a training event be held in February/March 2005 for Borough Councillors on ethical standards.





RESOLVED


That the comments made by the Committee be noted


The policy and protocol be considered further at the next meeting of the Standards Committee. 











RESOLVED





That dispensation be granted to the following members of Weekley Parish Council until the next Parish Council Elections in 2007or until the composition of the Parish Council changed for any reason:


Councillor Christopher Sparrow, Councillor Gareth Fitzpatrick, Councillor Dorothy Vickers and Councillor Ken Royston. 








Standards Committee No.1
4.10.04


