BOROUGH OF KETTERING

KETTERING TOWN FORUM
Meeting held: 14th September 2015
Present:
Kettering Borough Councillors

Councillor Michael Brown (Chair)

Councillor Lloyd Bunday (Deputy Chair)

Councillor Linda Adams
Councillor Duncan Bain

Councillor James Burton


Councillor Ash Davies

Councillor Maggie Don

Councillor Jenny Henson


Councillor Anne Lee


Councillor Clark Mitchell


Councillor Mick Scrimshaw


Councillor Lesley Thurland


Councillor Greg Titcombe

Councillor Keli Watts


Councillor Jonathan West


Northamptonshire County Council


Councillor Eileen Hales (Windmill Division)

Representatives of Member Organisations


Stuart Wesselby (Tresham College)



Mr Paul Ansell (Kettering Civic Society)

Jo Selby-Green (Kettfest)


Andy Gibney (Kettfest)

Kerry Ambler (Kettfest)

Andy Webster (Kettfest)


Michaela Jones (Kettfest/The Yards)
Jane Calcott (Kettering Churches Together)

PSCO Thomas (Northamptonshire Police)


Also Present


Graham Soulsby (Kettering Borough Council)


Shirley Plenderleith (Kettering Borough Council)


Alex Jelley (Kettering Borough Council)


Amy Nimmo (Forum Administrator)

15.KTF.11
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Councillors Mary Malin, Shirley Lynch, Michael Tebbutt, Terry Freer, Scott Edwards, Jim Harker (NCC), Bill Parker (NCC) and Philip Hollobone. 
15.KTF.12
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Kettering Town Forum held on 22nd June 2015 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
15.KTF.13
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor James Burton declared a personal interest in Item 7 – Town Centre Updates. 

Councillor Brown Declared a personal interest in item 8 due to being involved in Kettfest

15.KTF.14
POLICING ISSUES AND STATISTICS

PCSO Thomas of Northamptonshire Police attended the meeting to present the police statistics for the period September 2013 to August 2015.

The forum noted that the area of main concern for the force was violence, with nearly 50% being domestic.  The ward with the highest figure was William Knibb with Avondale Grange Ward was also showing an increase in incidences.  The Violence Reduction Team were currently working with schools and forming a close relationship with Pubwatch to raise awareness.
In regard to burglary, two wards were being targeted, these being the William Knibb and Avondale and Grange Wards.  It was noted that operation racoon was currently running.  Over 80% of burglaries were as a result of insecure properties and education work was being carried out with schools.

It was reported that drug offences had reduced across all wards, although William Knibb Ward was still having issues with offences.  The Police were looking to tackle this with by applying for joint funding for drugs dogs in the Town Centre.  An update on this would be brought back to the forum in the future.



Questions asked and comments made were as follows:-

	Question/Comment
	Answer



	Are a lot of the burglaries opportunity burglaries?
	A lot of burglaries were opportunity burglaries with properties being insecure. 


	No comments were made on the two deaths in the town and members requested an update on this

	PSCO Thomas stated an update would be brought to a future forum


	Members commented on the representation of the police at the forum and requested that the representative be consistent in the future
	PSCO Thomas would take the comments back to the Police


15.KTF.15
TRESHAM COLLEGE

Stuart Wesselby, the Principal of Tresham College, Kettering attended the meeting and gave an update on the college activities.

It was reported that the government would be carrying out an area based review looking at post 16 education in colleges and the Tresham group would be carrying out their own area based review separately.
Policies had been reviewed as a result of the changing behaviour and attitudes of students.  The new policies would better prepare students to be work ready at the end of their education.

It was noted that Tresham had the largest work based learning department in Northamptonshire.
15.KTF.16
TOWN CENTRE UPDATE

Paul Ansell attended the meeting and spoke regarding the quality of The Yards, which in his opinion did not meet the same standard as the Market Place.  Mr Ansells comments were noted although it was felt it was unfair to comment in the quality f works before the end product was completed.

Jane Calcott from Kettering Churches Together attended the meeting and voiced her concerns regarding the lack of activity from Anglian Water regarding the leak from Meeting Lane.  The concerns were noted and assurance was given that the matter was being dealt with.
Members of the Forum received a presentation giving an update on The Yards, Newlands Bus Interchange and Northampton Road/Sheep Street. 

The following points were noted:-

The Yards
It was reported that the Yards, which was opening on 10th October was a focal point for Niche and independent retailers in the Town Centre, with a mix of retail, office and small scale events.
Newlands Bus Interchange
New bus shelters had been installed, which provided a much improved first impression for visitors to Kettering.
Northampton Road/Sheep Street
It was noted that Northamptonshire County Council were yet to approve the designs of what the Northampton Road/Sheep Street Junction would look like although it was thought they would be available soon for consultation with the forum.
15.KTF.17
KETTFEST

Jo Selby-Green, the organiser of Kettfest attended the meeting and gave feedback on Kettfest 2015.  She thanked the council for free parking and the use of the big screen on the day.  She also thanked the councillors who made donations from their Ward Initiative Fund for things ranging from marketing material to performers.
Kettfest brought together things that are good in Kettering and encouraged unusual connections in the community and local businesses benefited hugely from the event.
Members congratulated the organisers on the success of the event and hoped that Kettfest 2016 would be a weekend event.

15.KTF.18
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
· Police Issues and Statistics 
· Town Centre update
· Lack of provision on drop in centre
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.25 pm)

Signed…………………………………………..

Chair

(Kettering Town Forum No. 1)
14.09.15

