
Appendix 6 – Extract from paragraph 33 of the National Planning Policy 
Guidance 
 

Paragraph: 033 Reference ID: 41-033-20140306  

What could be considerations when deciding the boundaries of a neighbourhood 

area? 

The following could be considerations when deciding the boundaries of a 

neighbourhood area: 

 village or settlement boundaries, which could reflect areas of planned expansion 

 the catchment area for walking to local services such as shops, primary schools, 

doctors’ surgery, parks or other facilities 

 the area where formal or informal networks of community based groups operate 

 the physical appearance or characteristics of the neighbourhood, for example 

buildings may be of a consistent scale or style 

 whether the area forms all or part of a coherent estate either for businesses or 

residents 

 whether the area is wholly or predominantly a business area 

 whether infrastructure or physical features define a natural boundary, for example a 

major road or railway line or waterway 

 the natural setting or features in an area 

 size of the population (living and working) in the area 

Electoral ward boundaries can be a useful starting point for discussions on the 

appropriate size of a neighbourhood area; these have an average population of 

about 5,500 residents. 
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